TheGuardian

Conscience, Nurtured by Truth www.guardian.ng

ad |

Vol. 40,No0.17,409 mm  Tuesday, March 12,2024 W Guardian Nigeria fGuardianNigeria & 08136370421 (©) Guardiannigeria  N250

Investors may forfeit dividends
as firms struggle to survive races

Bandits
< storm
M E " Plateau
S E ., market, kill
seven,

" ot o Stk pece  @DAUCE
MARKET, SHAREHOLDERS Chinesein
i - 500 Kwara

® SHAREHOLDERS ON VERGE NEWS PAGE 3

]
OF LOSING INVESTMENTS IN
MULTINATIONALS L 400 Tlnubu
., [Promises fo
fix farmers,
- 500 herders’
crisisin three
= 100

weeks newspace 3

¥ i‘ L L
9:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00

§ Senators in for | Open bordersto Nigeria
'\ fEiSty Session ?S(S:llgels(safr(l)gdo others raise
- Mg y 20V concerns

over NIngi's tells Tinubu about

N3tr bUdgEt . NEWS PAGE 5 . Tgrrori:?‘m |
addine claim Revoke licences of non-performing - financingin
b 5 W DisCos, FGordersNERC  newsees et Africa

BUSINESS PAGE I5

P TheGuardian

Get your ePaper, scan the code

Scan the code for a better reading experience. Get access to
our independent, bias-free and exclusive news content. You
can also subscribe here: epaper.guardian.ng

guardian.ng




TheGuardjan Tuesday, March 12, 2024

www.guardian.ng

Panorama

W Guardian Nigeria fGuardianNigeria & 08136370421 (©) Guardiannigeria

SPOTLIGHT

UK bans foreign health workers from bringing dependants

THE United Kingdom (UK)
government has banned
international health and
care workers from bringing
their dependants to the
country on work visas.

Announcing this in a post
on its X account on Monday,
the UK Home Office said the
move is “part of its plan to
deliver the biggest ever cut
in migration.

“From today, care workers
entering the UK on Health
and Care Worker visas can
no longer bring depen-
dants,” the statement read.

A graphic banner accompa-
nying the post read
“Banned: Overseas care
workers from bringing de-
pendants”.

The statement added that
120,000 people who arrived

WEATHER REPORT

Sunny atmosphere anticipated over
the Northern region with prospects
of localized thunderstorms in parts
of Taraba. Sunny atmosphere with
few cloud patches expected over
North Central region in the morning.
Later in the day, localised thunder-
storms envisaged in parts of Kwara,
Kogi and Benue. Cloudy atmosphere
with intervals of sunshine expected
over the Southern region with
prospects of isolated thunder-
storms in parts of Abia, Cross River,
Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa and Rivers in
the morning. Later in the day, local-
ized thunderstorms anticipated over
parts of Enugu, Imo, Abia, Osun,
Ondo, Ekiti, Oyo, Anambra, Cross
River, Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Lagos
and Rivers .

Potential impact

i. Strong winds may precede the
rains in areas where thunderstorms
are likely to occur, public should
take adequate precaution.

ii. Temperature values are still high
especially in the North, please stay
hydrated.
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Tope Templer Olaiya,
News Editor
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last year would no longer be
eligible under our new
rules”.

In December the UK Home
Office announced the plan
to reduce “unprecedented”

and “unsustainable” levels of

legal migration to the
United Kingdom (UK).

James Cleverly, home secre-
tary, said apart from the ban
on bringing dependents,
workers would need to earn
atleast £38,700 to obtain a
visa, up from £26,200.

“We will stop overseas care
workers from bringing fam-
ily, dependants and we will
require firms in England to

NIDCOM congratulates Olatuniji on Australian Auditor General appointment

HE Chairman/CEO, Nigeri-

ans in Diaspora Commis-
sion (NIDCOM), Mrs. Abike
Dabiri-Erewa has described
as well-deserved and com-
mendable the appointment
of Mr. Bola Oyetunji as the
Auditor-General of the New
South Wales, Australia.

In a Congratulatory mes-
sage, the NIDCOM boss said
the news was heart-warm-
ing. Dabiri-Erewa urged
Oyetunji to use his new posi-
tion to inspire the younger
generation, especially Nigeri-
ans, saying “anything is pos-
sible to achieve through
honesty, integrity, passion
and hard work.”

In similar manner, the NID-
COM boss has said the book

be regulated by the Health
Care Quality Commission

in order for them to spon-

sorvisas,” he said.

“Approximately, 120,000
dependants accompanied
100,000 care workers in
the year ending September
2023, but only 25% of the de-
pendants are estimated to
be in work, meaning that a
significant number are
joining public services
rather than helping to
grow the economy.

“We recognize that health-
care workers do great work
in our NHIS and health sec-
tor, but it’s also important

e

‘ a—
Oyetuniji
Omowale: One Man's Justice
Journey, authored by Dr. Chris
Brooks, an African-American,
who has discovered his
Nigerian ancestry and de-
cided to relocate his family
to Nigeria, is highly com-
mendable and heart warm-
ing.

thatimmigrants make a big
enough financial contribu-
tion. Therefore, it will in-
crease annual immigration
healthcare charge by 66%
from £624 to £1035 to raise,
on average, £1.3 billion for
the health services of the
country every year.”

The UK had recently re-
stricted foreign students
from bringing family mem-
bers with them.

The UK Home Office said
the development was neces-
sary to stop people from
using the student visa as a
backdoor route to work in
the UK.

Abike Dabiri-Erewa (left) with Brooks

NFF warns firms against ambushing S'Eagles, other national teams

By Christian Okpara
THE Nigeria Football Feder-

ation (NFF) has through its

marketing outfit, Pamodzi
Sports Marketing Company,
warned some firms to desist

from ambushing the rights it

granted its partners and
sponsors or face legal action.

The NFF listed the rights as
any promotional, advertis-
ing, marketing and other
commercial exploitation
rights and opportunities in
relation to the football feder-
ation and the national foot-
ball teams, including players’
image rights.

Specifically, the NFF named
such firms as sports betting
company, Bet9ja and Aiteo,

an integrated energy com-
pany in Nigeria, as among or-
ganisations infringing on its
products without legal au-
thority.

Pamodzi, yesterday, said the
“two companies, especially,
and a few others have been
trying to reap where they did
not sow and have continued
to associate their products
and services with the Super
Eagles, one of the properties
of the NFF that its sponsors
and partners have been
granted exclusive rights to.”

According to Pamodzi
Sports Marketing Company’s
Chief Executive Officer, Mike
Itemuagbor: “The Super Ea-
gles' impressive outing and

the inherent potential
showed at the 34th Africa
Cup of Nations in Cote
d'Ivoire of returning and
even surpassing their best
ever performance in the im-
mediate future and leading
to the 2025 AFCON and the
2026 FIFA World Cup have
endeared them to Nigeri-
ans and corporate citizens
have been identifying with
the team.”

Itemuagbor said Bet9ja's
activities around Super Ea-
gles' participation at the
AFCON 2023 aimed at rais-
ing their brand awareness
without the sponsorship
rights are unethical and un-
lawful.

RANDOM FACTS

« Having a childlike
sense of wonder pro-
motes good health,
slows down percep-
tion of the passage of
time, and encourages
collaboration.

« Spending more
time outdoors de-
crease your chances
of depression.

e The word ‘chillax’
and ‘whatevs’ are now
actual words in the
dictionary.

» We feel "hangry" be-
cause it’s harder to
control emotions
when our brains are
low on glucose.

« By trying to sup-
press a sneeze, you
can rupture a blood
vessel in your neck or
head and die.

e Saudi Arabia is the
largest country in the

i

If you keep looking back
particularly with anger,
you can never make
progress and you can
never move forward.
FELIX
IBRU

The one perfectly
divine thing, the one
glimpse of God’s
paradise given on earth,
is to fight a losing battle
- and not lose it.

JOHN
STEINBECK

Independence is never
given to a people, it has
to be earned; and, once
earned, must be
defended.
CHAIM
WEIZMANN
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 ACROSS

1. Senior Christian cleric, (6).

6 4. Personal consumption exp., abbr.,
3).

8 7. Resist attack, (5).

8. State in the N. Central USA, (4).
9. Night-hunting prey bird, (3).

I1. Covering for floors, (4).

15. Edible grains, (4).

16. Large container for liquid, (3).

18. Ex-governor of Kano State, (4).
19. GOFAMINT General Overseer, (5).
20.
21. Use of wit to criticize behaviour,
6).

E@)Olulana Olukayode

Check page 3l for solution to the puzzle

Pull sharply at, (3).

* DOWN

1. Scold vigorously, (6).

2. Niger Delta region Port, (6).
3. Capital city of Norway, (4).

5. Date that begins period, (3).
6. Thick greasy liquid, (3).

10. Western Australia, abbr., (2).
I1. Town in Ogun state, (5).

12. Enyinba FC Head Coach, (6).
13. Possible source of danger,
(6).

14. Egyptian Sun god, (2).

16. Exuberant vitality, (3).

7. 'Nine’ in Hausa language, (4).
18. Decompose:, (3).

TODAY IN HISTORY

* World Day Against Cyber
Censorship

* 2019 - ltaly

Cristiano Ronaldo scored a
hat-trick as Juventus
stormed back from a 2-0
first-leg deficit to beat
Atletico Madrid 3-0 in the
Champions League quar-
ter-finals. With Atletico
packing their defence,
Ronaldo made the crucial
breakthrough in the 27th
minute when he rose to
head in Bernardeschi’s
cross at the far post.

« 2018 - Nigeria

Pres. Buhari expressed
shock during his visit that
after two months, Inspec-
tor-General of Police,
Ibrahim Idris, disobeyed
his directives to stay in
Benue until the blood-let-
ting between farmers and
herdsmen was resolved.

* 2016 - Nigeria

Felix Ovudoroye Ibru, ar-
chitect, Senator and first
governor of Delta State,
died aged 80. Until his
death he was President
General of the Urhobo Pro-
gressive Union (UPU).

* 2015 - Liberia
World Health Organization
estimated that Ebola out-
break killed over 10,000
people, mostly in Guinea,
Liberia, and Sierra Leone.
2014 - Nigeria

Pres. Goodluck Jonathan
ordered a forensic audit by
international firms into
$20 billion allegedly miss-
ing from petroleum sales,
following weeks of out-
rage and demands by a
Senate committee and the
Central Bank governor,
Lamido Sanusi.

* 2013 - Nigeria
Nigeria pardoned Diepr-
eye Alamieyeseigha, for-
mer governor of Bayelsa
State and former political
benefactor of Pres. Good-
luck Jonathan. He was con-
victed of stealing millions
of dollars while serving as
governor1999-2005

2009 - USA
Bernard Madoff pleaded
guilty in New York to
charges he carried out an
epic fraud that robbed in-
vestors around the world
of $18 billion, the largest in
Wall Street's history. It
turned the revered money
man into an overnight
global disgrace whose
name became synony-
mous with the economic
meltdown.

2008 - Rwanda
AUN tribunal extended
the sentence of Rwandan
Roman Catholic priest
Athanase Serombawar to
life in prison upholding
his war crimes conviction
for ordering militiamen to
burn a church with 1,500
people inside during 1994
Rwandan genocide. He
was originally sentenced
to15 years in prison
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Bandits storm Plateau market, kill seven, abduct Chinese in Kwara

Allegedly demand N4Otr ransom for 16 Kaduna captives

From Isa Abdusalami Ahovi (Jos)
and Mansur Aramide (llorin)

NO fewer than seven peo-
ple have been reportedly
shot dead, while several oth-
ers sustained injuries after
bandits invaded a market in
Zurak Campani, Wase Local
Council of Plateau State.

It was learnt that the inci-
dent occurred on market day
when the community was
bubbling with commercial
activities.

A youth leader, Abdullahi
Hussaini, who confirmed the
development, told newsmen
that the gunmen stormed
the market around 2:00p.m.
on Sunday and immediately
opened fire on those trans-
acting businesses.

He said: “The gunmen ar-
rived at the market in their
numbers on motorcycles.
They started shooting spo-
radically, killing seven people
instantly, while many others
were injured. The gunmen
successfully launched the at-
tack and fled without any re-
sistance because people were
not expecting any security
threat now.

“The gunmen fled into the
bush, but police personnel
have been deployed to the
community to restore law
and order. We are calling on
more security deploymentin
the area because we don’t
know what may happen any-
time soon.”

Contacted for confirmation,
spokesperson for the state

police command, DSP Alabo
Alfred, did not respond to in-
quiries.
MEANWHILE, Governor
Caleb Mutfwang has
charged Muslim faithful to
pray for peace and prosperity
in the state.

The appeal, which was con-
tained in his Ramadan mes-
sage to the Muslim
community, reads in part:
“Ramadan is a season of love,
care, supplication. I extend
my heartfelt greetings and
best wishes on behalf of the
Government and the peace-
loving people of Plateau
State.”

ESIDES, gunmen have ab-
ducted a Chinese inIlorin,
Kwara State.

The masked abductors shot
their way into an isolated fa-
cility at the Eiyenkorin area
of the state, where the for-
eign national had lodged for
over two months.

According toa police source,
three suspects have so far
been arrested in connection
to the abduction.

The incident happened at
Cherish Guest on Sunday at
about 8p.m. the source
added.

On gaining entry, they
opened sporadic fire to scare

away likely intruders.

The Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO) in the state,
Ejire-Adeyemi Adetoun, con-
firmed that “six armed men
had forcibly entered the
guest house and abducted a
Chinese national identified
as Williams Zang.”

According to her, Williams is
aformer employee of Erkang
Quarry.

She added: “The assailants
utilised the manager’s vehi-
cle,ablack Toyota Venza, with
registration number Lagos
FST 701 HG to transport the
victim.

“Subsequently, our tactical

Lagos State Governor, Babajide Sanwo-0lu (left); Minister of Agriculture and Food Security, Abubakar Kyari;
President Bola Tinubu; Niger State Governor, Mohammed Bago and Minister of State for Agriculture and Food
Security, Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi, during the flag-off of agriculture mechanisation revolution for food security
and commissioning of a new airport terminal in Minna, Niger State...yesterday.

Our investigation focused on Emefiele’s associates, ICPC witness informs court

» Says CBN ex-gov not signatory to firms in alleged procurement scam
* ‘Buhari not aware of depletion of Nigeria’s foreign reserves’

From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja

WITNESS to the Inde-
pendent Corrupt Prac-
tices and other related
Offences Commission (ICPC),
Michael Agboro, yesterday,
told the Federal Capital Terri-
tory (FCT) High Court, Abuja
that the investigation report
into alleged procurement
fraud by former governor of
the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN), Godwin Emefiele, fo-
cused solely on his family
members and associates.
Agboro, who initially testi-
fied that Emefiele leveraged
his position for alleged per-
sonal gain in contract

awards, later clarified during
cross-examination by re-
spondent’s lawyer, Matthew
Burkkar (SAN), that the de-
fendant was not a signatory
to the two companies impli-
cated in the reported pro-
curement scam.

The witness also during
cross-examination said the
exercise was an inter-agency
investigation by the Depart-
ment of State Services (DSS),
ICPC; Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) and Code of Conduct
Bureau (CCB).

He, however, stated that a
copy of the report was not
available in court during yes-
terday’s proceedings.

When asked who headed
the team that investigated
the case by the defendant’s
legal representative, the
ICPC investigator returned a
negative answer.

Also, when asked if the al-
leged contracts were exe-
cuted by the contractors,
Agboro said he could not
verify.

Led in evidence by lawyer to
the Federal Government, Ro-

timi Oyedepo (SAN), the wit-
ness
said the respondent’s wife,
Margret Omoile, allegedly
utilised Architekun Nigeria
Limited, where she held
sway as director to secure
contracts from the apex
bank during her husband’s
tenure as CBN helmsman.
ORMER President
Muhammadu Buhari was
not aware of the “depletion
of Nigeria’s foreign reserves”
under Emefiele’s watch,
presidential ~ spokesman,
Ajuri Ngelale, has stated.

Tinubu promises to fix farmers, herders’ crisis in three weeks

Urges govs to begin payment of wage awards

From Bala Yahaya, Minna

RESIDENT Bola Tinubu

has indicated readiness
to end the perennial farm-
ers, herders’ clashes in Nige-
ria.

He promised to draw up
programmes that would
end the problem within
three weeks.

The President gave the as-
surance yesterday at the in-
auguration of a mechanised
agricultural  project in
Minna, Niger State.

He said state governors
should provide lands to fa-
cilitate his scheme.

His words: “We must reori-
entour farming population,
including livestock pro-
grammes.

“I don’t see why Nigeria
can’t feed all our pupils with
one pint of milk a day if the
dairy system is well har-
nessed.

“Iknow what it meansasan
economic sabotage for cows

to eat up the crops and vege-
tation of our land.

“When we reorient the
herders and make provi-
sions for cattle rearing, gov-
ernors must provide the
land and I, as the President,
is committed to giving you,
in two to three weeks’ time,
a comprehensive  pro-
gramme that will solve this
problem.”

The President, who equally
commissioned the remod-

elled domestic terminal at
the Bola Ahmed Tinubu In-
ternational Airport and laid
foundation of the hajj termi-
nal in Minna, lauded Gover-
nor Mohammed Umaru
Bago for leading the way in
the agricultural revolution
and urged others to key into
the policy.

He also disclosed that the
Federal Government will
soon commence the student
loan and social security
schemes for the elderly, vul-
nerable and weak.

teams combed the entire
area and its neighborhoods.
Thisled to the recovery of the
aforementioned  vehicle
along Ilorin/Ogbomosho
road at about 0030HTrs.

“Itis suspected that the per-
petrators employed a
standby motorcycle to trans-
port the victim further into
the bush from the main
road. At present, three sus-
pects have been appre-
hended, and investigations
are ongoing.”

LSO, kidnappers of the 16
Kadunaresidents have al-
legedly demanded a N40 tril-
lion ransom for release of the
locals abducted from the Go-
nin Gora area of the state.
Addressing reporters yes-
terday, a community leader,
John Yusuf, said the bandits,
who contacted family mem-
bers of the victims, also de-
manded 11 Hilux vans and
150 motorcycles.

This is the first time bandits
would make such a huge de-
mand since commencement
of abduction for ransom in
Nigeria.

On February 28, hoodlums
killed two residents of An-
guwan Auta in Gonin Gora
and abducted several others.

After the attack, residents

on February 29, blocked the
Kaduna-Abuja highway for
several hours to protest the
killing and abduction.

Yusuf said the bandits at-
tacked the community twice
within the week.

He confirmed: “The bandits
have contacted us. They are
demanding N4o0 trillion, 11
Hilux vans and 150 motorcy-
cles for the release of 16 peo-
ple theyare holding captive.”

The community leader con-
tinued: “Where are we going
to get this kind of money?

Even if we sell the entire
community, we cannot raise
N40 trillion. Even Nigeria, as
a country, has never made a
budget of N40 trillion.

“The abductions happened
twice within a four-day inter-
val. During the first attack,
three people were kid-
napped, while in the second
attack, 13 people were ab-
ducted, bringing the total
number of people being held
captive to16.”

He explained that the com-
munities in Birnin Gwari are
surrounded by bushes that
serve as hideouts for the ban-
dits, adding that the estab-
lishment of a military base
would tackle the criminal
operations in the area.

Adebayo tasks Tinubu on security

AMID growing insecurity,
presidential candidate of
the Social Democratic Party
(SDP) in the 2023 general
elections, Adewole Adebayo,
has reminded President Bola
Tinubu that he has a consti-
tutional duty to maintain law
and order, as well as secure
Nigerians and their property.

He said the Nigerian leader
does not need to blow his
trumpet if, indeed, he has
lived up to expectations, as
his performance would be
open for everyone to see.

Adebayo noted that if the
testimony of his perform-
ance is true in Gboko, Zaki-Ib-
iam, Biu, Sokoto Umuahia
and everywhere, the mani-
festation would have been
everywhere by  now.

According to him, the gov-
ernment has a duty to prop-
erly be in charge and make
things work well.

His words: “However tense
the economic situation may
be, they should be able to
keep law and order if they re-
ally want to. However crazy
the bandits in the forest
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might be, they should be
able to keep order on the
streets. However mischie-
vous and evil the kidnappers
might be, it should be seen
that there is government’s
presence. You don’t need
your opponent to criticise
you or your friends to ap-
plaud you.

“If the President is working
very hard, people will see it.
Even your opponent will say I
don’t agree with him, but
he’s working hard. So,
whether you like the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) or
detest Governor Babajide
Sanwo-Olu of Lagos State,
you will not ignore the red
line (train) and say I am not
going to take the train, or [
can’t see the train. It is very
obvious; you will see that he
isworking.”

He reiterated that bad gov-
ernance makes insecurity
and poverty fester, even as he
advised Tinubu to return to
Chapter Two of the1999 Con-
stitution, which according to
him, is where all solutions to
the country’s problems lie.
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The intersection between the
Cybercrime Act and journalists’
rights to freely disseminate
information is getting blurry,
with the government allegedly
leveraging the former to stifle
rights to free speech of the latter.
Recent arrests of journalists for
cybercrimes have necessitated
the need for proper
demarcation between
combating cybercrimes and
rights of the Fourth Estate of the
realm, AMEH OCHOJILA

E balance between regulating online
activities and safeguarding freedom of
expression poses a serious challenge in
Nigeria. The ‘prosecution’ of journalists under
cyberbullying charges raises concerns about
government overreach through the
provisions of the Cybercrime Act, 2015. This
legislation, akin to modern sedition laws,
grants broad powers to monitor and control
online content, which potentially stifles free
speech.

For instance, the publisher of Cross River
Watch, an online newspaper, Agba Jalingo, was
arrested and charged with “conspiracy to
cause unrest” after publishing a series of
stories on financial accountability in Cross
River. Another journalist, Olivia Fejiro, was
arrested after publishing a story alleging
corruption in Sterling Bank of Nigeria.

Also, a freelance journalist and broadcaster,
Rotimi Jolayemi, was also detained for
reciting a poem criticising former minister of
Information and Culture, Lai Mohammed.

These cases illustrate the dilemma of
journalists, who are often caught between the
Cybercrime Act and their constitutional
rights to freedom of expression and
information. While the government has the
responsibility to prevent and punish
cybercrimes such as fraud, hacking, identity
theft, cyberstalking and online harassment it
also has the obligation to respect and protect
the rights of journalists to report on matters
of publicinterest without fear of intimidation
or reprisal.

According to the International Press Centre
(IPC), a media rights organisation, the
Cybercrime Act contains vague and
ambiguous provisions that could be used to
criminalise legitimate journalistic activities
or dissenting opinions. For example, Section
24 of the Act prohibits cyberstalking and
cyberbullying, which are defined as sending
messages or posting statements that are
“false, for the purpose of causing annoyance,
inconvenience danger, obstruction, insult,
injury, criminal intimidation, enmity,
hatred, ill will or needless anxiety to
another”. The
IPC argues
that this _¢

Senate President, Godswill Akpabio

Cybercrime Act: Alaw enforcement
bid or witch-hunt of journalists?

section is too broad and subjective, and could
be used to silence critics or whistleblowers,
who expose corruption or misconduct by
public officials.

The IPC also notes that Section 38 of the Act
empowers law enforcement agencies to
access and intercept data from any computer
system or network without a court order,
which could violate the privacy and
confidentiality of journalists and their
sources. The IPC calls for a review and
amendment of the Cybercrime Act to ensure
that it is consistent with international
standards on freedom of expression and
information, and that it does not infringe on
the rights of journalists and other online
users.

The Nigerian Union of Journalists (NU]J) also
urges the government to respect the role of
journalists as watchdogs of democracy and
ensure their safety and security. The NUJ
advises journalists to comply with the ethical
standards of their profession and avoid
publishing false or defamatory information
that could harm the reputation or dignity of
others. The NUJ also encourages journalists to
seek legal advice and assistance when faced
with charges or threats under the Cybercrime
Actor any other law.

The trial of journalists under cybercrime
charges is a reminder of the need to strike a
balance between combating online crimes
and respecting peoples’ rights. The
government should ensure that the
Cybercrime Act is not used as a tool to
suppress dissent or censor information that is
in the public interest. The journalists should
also ensure that they adhere to the principles
of accuracy, fairness and accountability in
their work. Only then can both parties
contribute to a healthy and vibrant online
space that fosters democracy and
development in Nigeria.

Section 24(1) of the Cybercrime Act, 2015
reads: “A person who knowingly or
intentionally sends a message or other matter
by means of computer systems or network
thatis grossly offensive, pornographic or of an
indecent, obscene or menacing character or
causes any such message or matter to be sent,
or he knows to be false, for the purpose of
causing annoyance, inconvenience, danger,
obstruction, insult, injury, criminal
intimidation, enmity, hatred, ill will or
needless anxiety to another or causes such a
message to be sent, commits an offence under
this Act and is liable on conviction to a fine of

not more than N7million or
imprisonment for a term,
not more than three
years or both.”

Interestingly, section
39 of the 1999
Constitution provides
that: “(1) every person
shall be entitled to
freedom of expression,

including freedom to

hold opinions and to
receive and impart
ideasand information
without interference.”

However, Section 45 of
the 1999 Constitution
provides: “(1) Nothing
in sections 37, 38, 39, 40

and 41 of this
Constitution,

shall invalidate

any law
that

While the government has the
responsibility to prevent and punish
cybercrimes such as fraud, hacking,

identity theft, cyberstalking and
online harassment, it also has the
obligation to respect and protect the
rights of journalists to report on
matters of public interest without
fear of intimidation or reprisal.

reasonably justified in a democratic society in
the interest of defence, public safety, public
order, public morality or public health; or for
the purpose of protecting the rights and
freedom of other persons.”

While the government argues for the
necessity to maintain public order and safety,
international bodies like the ECOWAS Court of
Justice have deemed certain provisions
incompatible with human rights standards.
Calls for the repeal of the Cybercrime Act or its
amendment reflect widespread concerns
among legal experts, journalists and activists.

Presiding Justice of the ECOWAS court, Justice
Keikura Bangura, in a recent judgment
asserted that section 24 of the Cybercrime Act
does not conform with Articles 9 of the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights
(ACHPR) and Article 19 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).
Both covenants promote free speech and
Nigeria is signatory to them.

Globally, digital rights abuse remains one of
the biggest issues facing journalists, activists,
and political dissidents. They are more likely to
be arrested and detained for alleged violation
of digital and internet laws. They also face a
high rate of digital harassment and
cyberbullying, and are also primary targets of
extra-legal cybersurveillance.

Critics argue that the Cybercrime Act contains
subjective language and lack of clear
definitions. According to them, it undermines
constitutional protections of freedom of
expression. The Act’s enforcement, which is
devoid of safeguards, risks arbitrary
application and stifling of dissenting voices
and undermining democratic principles.

According to Mr Tayo Oyetibo (SAN), the
supremacy of the
constitution  over
every other law is an
immutable principle
of Nigerian law
derived from the
provisions of section
1(3) of the
constitution itself. In
creating  criminal
offences, he noted
that section 24(1) of
the Cybercrimes Act
uses words that are
entirely subjective in

meaning  to
describe  the
actus reus

elements of
the offences,
despite the
fact that
t h e
actus
reus

Inspector General of Police (IGP), Kay.ode Egbetokun.

of an offence ought to be objective and not
subjective in definition.

“Worse still, the Cybercrimes Act makes no
effort to give certainty to the meanings of any
of the words used in its section 24(1) by
defining them anywhere in the Act, which
means that only judicial definitions can be
given to those words in any case where a
person is charged with an offence under
section 24(1) of the Act.

“In the context of the constitutionally
guaranteed right of citizens to freedom of
speech under the Nigerian constitution, there
is the pressing question of whether the
Cybercrime Act is fit for purpose pursuant to
which it was enacted, particularly in view of
the provisions of its section 24(1).

“Itwould appear that the answer to this poser
is in the negative, which means that it is
imperative for deliberate steps to be taken to
remedy the situation, particularly against the
backdrop of widespread complaints against
the deliberate misuse and abuse of the
Cybercrimes Act against certain categories of
persons in Nigeria,” he pointed out.

He argued that it is not a matter in which
long winding technical recommendations
are necessary. The simple recommendation,
he said, is that section 24(1) be entirely deleted
from the Cybercrimes Act, due to its apparent
irreconcilability with the provisions of
section 36(12) and 39(1) of the constitution.

In light of these challenges, stakeholders
argued that meaningful reform is imperative
to strike a balance between combating
cybercrime and upholding fundamental
rights. As Nigeria navigates this delicate
balance, ensuring that legal frameworks
respect constitutionally guaranteed free
speech is paramount to safeguarding
democracy and fostering a vibrant media
landscape.

This no doubt brings to fore the need to
enlighten journalists on responsible
reporting, including ethical considerations,
fact-checking, and respecting individuals’
privacy and dignity. Striking a balance
between these two aspects is essential for
maintaining a free and responsible press in
society..

However, the Administrator of the National
Judiciary Institute (NJI), Justice Salisu Garba
Abdullahi wants journalists to always be fair
and balanced in reportage of all judicial
proceedings and decisions to sustain the
ethical standard of all judicial matters in the
country.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng
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SSANU threatens strike
over unpaid salaries

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja

ENIOR Staff Association

of Nigerian Universities
(SSANU) has accused sus-
pected government cabals
of frustrating the payment
of its four months withheld
salaries.

In acommunique issued at
the end of its 47th regular
National Executive Council
(NEC) meeting in Federal
University of Technology
(FUT) Akure, the associa-
tion’s President,
Mohammed Haruna
Ibrahim, also said while it
was not averse to the settle-
ment of withheld salaries of
ASUU members, it however,
viewed the action as a viola-
tion and breach of the post-
strike agreement with gov-
ernment on non-victimisa-
tion of its members, who
participated in the strike.

He added: “We strongly
oppose this discriminatory
practice, which we view as
government’s open invita-
tion to industrial crisis.
Credible information avail-
able to us has it that the
directive of Mr President is
for all university-based
unions to be paid four
months’ salary.”

Tinubu pledges 0.5% GDP
to research, technology

From Sodig Omolaoye, Abuja
SIDENT Bola Tinubu,
yesterday, said the Federal
Government would allocate
0.5 per cent of the nation’s
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) to research and inno-
vation.

The President made the
pledge, yesterday, while
declaring open the 2024
Technology Expo tagged:
“STL: Solution to National
Economic Challenges” at
Eagles Square, Abuja.

The President’s pledge came
three years after his pre-
cedessor, Muhammadu
Buhari, made similar prom-
ise to the nation.

Buhari had, while declaring
open the Technology Expo in
2021,2022 and 2023, said allo-
cating 0.5 per cent of the
nation’s GDP to science, tech-
nology and innovation
would spur development in
the country. But the former
President’s statement in the
three editions of the
Technology Expo remained
just a promise till date.

But President Tinubu, who
was represented at the event
by the Secretary to the
Government of the
Federation (SGF), Senator
George Akume, said he was
aware of his predecessor’s
vision, assuring that he
(Tinubu) would actualise it.

Minister of Science,
Technology and Innovation,
Uche Nnaji, said over the
years, Nigeria had shown
promising signs of a bright
future by using Science,
Technology, and Innovation
(STI) as a driving force for its
abundant natural and
human resources.

Okorie alleges plot to blackmail Tinubu, Akpabio

By Onyedika Agbedo

ONEER National

Chairman of  All
Progressives Grand Alliance
(APGA), Chekwas Okorie, has
alleged plot to blackmail
President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu on the budget
padding saga.

In a statement yesterday,
titled: ‘It is time to allow
President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu to govern Nigeria’,
Okorie alleged that those
behind the plot were also
targeting Senate President,
Godswill Akpabio.

The former presidential
candidate, who was reacting
to the allegation by north-
ern senators that the 2024
budget was padded with N3
trillion by the Presidency,
expressed worries that
while
President Tinubu was yet to
complete one year in office,

et/

a “few vocal political scav-
engers from a particular sec-
tion of the North” had
vowed to blackmail, intimi-
date and distract him until
his administration was
derailed.

He observed that the same
political elite, who were 99
per cent responsible for the
multi-dimensional  back-
wardness in their own part
of the North, were out to
hide under the umbrella of
the non-existent monolithic
North to mobilise forces
against the government in
power.

While urging Nigerians to
be vigilant and protect their
hard earned democracy,
Okorie noted that former
President ~Muhammadu
Buhari ruled the country for
eight years and history will
judge him.

“President Tinubu should
be allowed and cooperated

with to govern Nigeria, and
history will judge him after-
ward,” he added.”

The statement reads: “On
Sunday, March 10, 2024,
almost all Nigerian newspa-
pers and social media plat-
forms were awash with the
highly inflammatory news
of the alleged padding of the
2024 budget with a whop-
ping N3 trillion. This
weighty allegation was
made by a group that called
itself the Northern Senators
Forum.

“The Chairman of the
group, Senator Abdul Ningi,
chose the British
Broadcasting Service (BBC)
Hausa to make this broad-
cast in which he made other
weighty and inciting allega-
tions that portray the North
as being at the receiving
end of the Tinubu adminis-
tration. The Senate

President, Godwill Akpabio,

was also portrayed as being
complicit in shortchanging
the North in the 2024
Appropriation Act.

“In the publications under
reference, the Senate
Committee Chairman on
Media and Publicity, Senator
Yemi Adaramodu, promptly
debunked the allegations of
his northern colleagues.”

He said the allegation came
not long after Senator Ali
Ndume, another prominent
member of the Northern
Senators Forum, “came out
firing from all cylinders,
threatening political conse-
quences if  President
Tinubu did not order the
reversal of the administra-
tive actions of the Central
Bank of Nigeria and the
Aviation Ministry to move
some of their departments
to Lagos for a more efficient
and cost effective service
delivery.”
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Chairperson, ige Association of Women Journalists (NAWOJ), FCT chapter, Ms Bassey Ikpang (Ief); President, Female Journalist Network
Nigeria (FINN), Ms Joy Asonye; Chairman of the event/former Director-General, Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency

(NIMASA), Dr Dakuku Peterside; Keynote Speaker/Senior Special Assistant to the President on School Feeding, Dr Yetunde Adeniji; and the Guest
Speaker/Chairperson, House of Representatives Press Corps, Ms Grace lke, during the 2024 International Women’s Day Conference, organised by
FJNN and NAWOJ to commemorate the day in Abuja...yesterday.
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Revoke licences of non-performing DisCos, FG orders NERC

DERAL Government,
yesterday, directed the

Nigerian Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(NERC), to  withdraw

licences of non-performing
electricity distribution com-
panies, Distribution
Companies (DisCos).

The government accused
the DisCos of not doing
enough to improve supply
despite the availability of
power on the national grid.

The Minister of Power,

Adebayo Adelabu, who stat-
ed this during a meeting
with heads of agencies in
Abuja, said the distribution

segment remained the
weakest link in the electrici-
ty supply value chain.

Adelabu stressed that NERC
must look for creative ways
of getting the DisCos to
improve supply including
the imposition of stiff sanc-
tions on utilities, which fail
to pick their allocations and
outright cancellation of

licences.

He insisted that the fran-
chise areas covered by the
DisCos were too large,
adding the government
would pursue a restructur-
ing that would create small-
er DisCos with companies
restricted to one state each.

“Distribution is our weak-
est point and it is the closest
to the consumers. If we
don’t get distribution right,
to Nigerians, we’re not
doing anything. So, efforts

need to be put on this. In
fact, we must intensify our
efforts in ensuring that we
address all issues relating to
distribution,” he said

The minister pointed out
that willful refusal by any
DisCo to take up available
power “is a qualified basis
for the revocation of
licences too”, adding that
the distribution companies
must be ready to pick up 90-
99 per cent of load allocated
to them.

Open borders to address food crisis, Kano governor tells Tinubu

From Murtala Adewale (Kano)
and Matthew Ogune (Abuja)

OVERNOR Abba Kabir
usuf of Kano State has
appealed to President Bola
Tinubu to consider reopen-
ing of Nigeria’s borders to
ease food crisis.

Yusuf made the appeal
when he received the
Comptroller General of
Nigerian Customs Service,
Bashir Adeniyi, at
Government House in Kano.

He lamented severe
hunger in the country,

As lawyer seeks removal of import duties

which he blamed on hike in
prices of commodities.

According to the governor,
an immediate intervention
that can make food available
and affordable is the reopen-
ing of borders to facilitate
importation of commodi-
ties.

He added: “We wish to
appreciate the President’s
intervention in the ongoing
national food initiative, for
considering Kano as the

host for the initiative to be
launched, believing that the
programme will cushion
the effects of food scarcity if
implemented”

At the meeting, Yusuf
noted the hardship faced by
Nigerians, particularly as
the Ramadan commenced
and underscored the need
to open the borders to alle-
viate the suffering of the
people.

He also applauded the ini-

tiative by Customs to com-
mence distribution of food
items to citizens of Kano
amid prevailing hardships
and hunger faced by many,
urging the Service to ensure
the gesture reaches most
Nigerians.

In his remarks, Adewale
reiterated the significance of
fortifying the bond between
the Service and Kano com-
munity, emphasising the
Service’s commitment to
collaboration and mutual
understanding.

Gavi to deliver HPV
vaccines to 86 million
girls by 2025

By Musa Adekunle

E Vaccine Alliance, Gavi,

has outlined a roadmap

to ensure stable supply of

HPV vaccine for adolescent

girls in lower-income coun-

tries, saying with over

348,000 deaths in 2022, cer-

vical cancer continues to kill
women globally.

The plan, detailed in a new
report, comes after proac-
tive efforts by Gavi and man-
ufacturers increased vac-
cine availability.

According to Gavi’s projec-
tions, overall supply is
expected to meet demand
by 2025, but careful man-
agement is crucial through-
out2024.

The roadmap, developed in
collaboration with key part-
ners, emphasises collabora-
tion between governments,
manufacturers, and Gavi
itself to establish a depend-
able supply chain for the
next decade.

Chief Programme Officer at
Gavi, Aurélia Nguyen, said:
“For far too long, lower-
income countries have
lacked access to HPV vac-
cines.

“To reach our goal of pro-
tecting 86 million girls by
2025, we need meticulous
management of existing
doses and continued donor
and manufacturer support.”

PwC hinges gender
parity on inclusion

By Waliat Musa

RICEWATERHOUSEC-

OOPERS (PwC) has
stressed the need for inclu-
sion towards achieving
gender parity in the work
place.

A research, titled PwC’s
Inclusion Matters, shows
that disparity in pay is a
minus for women in the
workplace, as only 39 per
cent of women feel they
are being fairly rewarded
financially for their work.

The study highlights that
greater inclusion presents
clear benefits to employers
with women, who feel
more included more likely
to recommend their
employer as a good place
to work and have 1.4 times
lower turnover intentions
than women with lower
inclusion scores.

It also shows that having
higher levels of inclusion
leads women to be 1.4
times more likely to ask for
a raise and 1.5 times more
likely to ask for a promo-
tion.

The research finds that
women’s turnover inten-
tions increased (+8 points)
this year with one in four
women planning to
change employers in the
next 12 months, just slight-
ly below the turnover
intention rate for men at 27
per cent.
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Investors may forfeit dividends as firms struggle to survive

By Helen Oji

A? the crisis rocking Nige-
ia’s economy continues,
retail investors, who are cur-
rently grappling with years
of downturn and assetlosses
in the stock market, may for-
feit their dividends in the
next few years as listed com-
panies battle what appears
like an existential battle.

With combined losses of
over N540 billion incurred
by six multinational firms in
their 2023 financial year, the
firms may battle for a long
period for stability.

With the economy still very
deep in the market, intelli-
gence suggests most of the
affected companies would
post losses in the current op-
eration year. Even if they
record gains, the companies
have huge holes in lastyear’s
operations to plug and may
not bother about dividend
payments until they fully re-
cover from their losses.

The six firms including Nes-
tle, MIN Nigeria, Nigerian
Breweries (NB), Cadbury,
Guinness and Dangote Sug-
ar Refinery, an indigenous
company, are among the
most capitalised companies
in the stock market. They
were hitherto assumed to be
immune from the vagaries
of the overwhelming chal-
lenges.

The losses were due to for-
eign exchange loans they
took from their parent com-
pany or international
sources. These multination-
alsmadesalesin nairabefore
converting to dollars to en-
able them to pay the interest
on the loans and part of the
principal. The more the
Naira falls, the more Naira
will be required to pay their
dollar loans and due to the

 Companies’ exit will pull over NStr from stock market, shareholders warn
» Shareholders on verge of losing investments in multinationals
* Crisis raises fresh fear over delisting

persistent surge in exchange
rate, dollar liabilities exceed
its assets.

A good number of share-
holders have invested huge
amounts of money, even
their life savings in the firms
due to their perceived good
corporate governance prin-
ciples and proven track
records of dividend pay-
ment over the years.

Unfortunately, the linger-
ing foreign exchange crisis
has crippled shareholders’
investment in these firms,
wiping out shareholders’
funds and turning it into
negative positions, thereby
hampering their ability to
pay dividends and overall
potential growth.

Negative shareholders’
funds mean that the compa-
ny’s shareholders no longer
have equity on paper and
could need a substantial in-
jection of equitytoremainin
effective control.

Operators have described
the development as a huge
disincentive to investment
as shareholders may need to
embark on an endless wait
for dividend payout until
companies recover from the
losses suffered from the
floating of the naira.

For investors, dividends are
an important source of in-
come. They provide a steady
stream of cash flow, which
canbe particularly attractive
forthose seeking income sta-
bility.

President of NewDimen-
sion Shareholders Associa-
tion of Nigeria, Patrick
Ajudua, said most of the
shareholders may likely

move their investments to
dividend-paying companies
with potential for capital ap-
preciation.

According to him, the loss-
es have not only affected the
financial viability of these
firms but have threatened
their going concern status
resulting in liquidity and sol-
vency problems.

He said investors currently
have no assurance of the sus-
tainability of their invest-
ment and therefore will
move to other sectors.

Ajudua pointed out that
with the current trend,
shareholders are doubtful of
the continuity of these firms
in the Nigerian market.

“Only when these compa-
nies are still in operation in
Nigeria can you talk about
dividends as most of them
are now under Intensive
Care Unit (ICU). As share-
holders, we are disappoint-
ed with this policy that has
resulted in loss and erosion
of investment.

“The losses and the impact
have caused excruciating
pain to the staff and share-
holders of these firms. The
FX policy has resulted in job
losses, rightsizing and delist-
ing of companies.”

National coordinator of
Progressive Shareholders As-
sociation, Boniface Okezie,
said retail investors have lost
huge amounts of money
with dividend forfeiture be-
cause they invested a large
chunk in these firms due to
their policies of consistent
dividend payout over the
years.

He said the stock market

would witness massive sell-
off from retail investors to
recoup their investment in
other companies for suste-
nance as some of these retail
shareholders are presently
in a state of panic, consider-
ing the huge losses they
have incurred from their in-
vestments in equities in the
past.

According to him, share-
holders depend on divi-
dends from these highly
capitalised firms to cater to
their financial needs.

Okezie said shareholders
that have pressing needs
may consider offloading
some units of their holdings
in these firms but added
that the price may not be at-
tractive because of the cur-
rent low valuation of the
stocks.

“Indeed, shareholdersarein
for hard times because, with
thelevel of capital erosion, it
will take courage and hard

‘ﬁ i

work on parts of these com-
panies to bounce back. Till
then, shareholders will have
to sell some of their hold-
ings to recoup their invest-
ment and make ends meet,
this is not the time to hold
strongly whatever you have,
thisis tosell.”

Nestle is the world’s largest
food and beverage company
with operations in over 190
countries and currently 15th
most valuable stock on the
Nigerian exchange with a
market capitalisation of
N713 billion, about 132 per
cent of the overall market
capitalisation.

Analysts believe that the
cost efficiency it enjoys on
the back of economies of
scale from its wide range of
products underpinned by
itsroute to market and local
input sourcing strategy.

However, the company
recorded a Loss Before Tax
(LBT) of N104 billion in its
2023 full-year operations,
against Profit Before Tax
(PBT) of N71 billion achieved
in the corresponding period
in 2022 and incurred a for-

|

Kwara State Governor, AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq (left); President Bola Ahmed Tinubu; Niger State Governor,

eign exchange loss of N195
billion, which was the major
reason for the loss position.

The forex losses also result-
ed in a wipeout of its share-
holders’ funds, which
currently stands at a nega-
tive N78 billion from N30.2
billion a year earlier. This
means that the company’s li-
abilities now exceed its as-
sets.

Similarly, MTN Nigeria Com-
munications, currently the
fifth most capitalised firm
with N4.21 trillion capitalisa-
tion, representing 7.8 per
cent of the equities market,
recorded a loss after tax of
N137billion, its first loss since
itwas listed in 2019.

The company said the net
loss for the year has resulted
in the depletion of its re-
tained earnings and share-
holders’ fund to negative
N208.0 billion and N40.8 bil-
lion respectively.

Consequently, it stated that
the directors have decided
not to recommend a final
dividend payment due to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

Mohammed Bago and his Benue counterpart, Hyacinth Alia at the launch of the Agriculture mechanisation
revolution for food security and commissioning of the new airport terminal in Niger State ...yesterday.

Senators in for feisty session over Ningi's N3tr budget padding claim

From Azimazi Momoh Jimoh, John
Akubo (Abuja) and Saxone
Akhaine (Kaduna)

FORETASTE of the drama

expected at today’s Sen-
ateplenaryensued yesterday
when the chairman, North-
ern Senators’ Forum (NSF)
and former Deputy Senate
Leader, Senator Abdul Ningi
(PDP, Bauchi Central) en-
gaged in a heated argument
with other Senators over his
claim that N3.7 trillion was
padded into the 2024 budget
passed by the National As-
sembly.

The Senate is expectedly set
for a potentially heated ses-
sion today as lawmakers con-
vene to address the
allegations. Ningi made the
claims during an interview
aired by the BBC, Hausa Serv-
ice, at the weekend, alleging
thatthebudget passed by the
National Assembly for the
2024 fiscal year was N25 tril-
lion, while the one being im-
plemented by the Presidency
is N28.7 trillion.

Addressing journalists in

* Ningi: linsist N3.7tr not linked to any project

* No wrong in 2024 budget, Northern senators disown Ningi
* Jimoh Ibrahim asks IGP to charge Ningi for misinformation
* Akpabio inaugurates panel to probe Buhari’s N30tr Ways and Means, urges confidentiality
 CNPP, CSOs give Akpabio I4-day ultimatum to resign over allegation

Abuja yesterday, Ningi said
he was not afraid of suspen-
sion by the Senate as he was
prepared to carry his cross.
He reiterated his position in
the BBC interview, that N3.7
trillion was not traced to any
project in the 2024 budget.
According to Ningi, if he is
suspended at the end of the
day, he would see it as an ho-
nour against the backdrop
that he believes in one God.
Hesaid poweristransient, ex-
plaining that he spoke for
himself and not on behalf of
the Northern Senators’ Fo-
rum, where he is chairman.
Ningi clarified that there
wasno time during the inter-
view that he said the Federal
Government was operating
two budgets. He added that
he only said that N25 trillion

was traced to projects, but
that N3.7 trillion was not
traced to any project.

“I said we have established
beyond reasonable doubt
that N25 trillion so far has a
nexus in the budget. That
means that there is money,
there is a project, and then
there is location. But we are
yet to ascertain N3 trillion of
that budget. We have estab-
lished the N3 trillion of that
budget, we have not estab-
lished its location and place.

“However, I said going for-
ward, the budget evaluation
is ongoing. And I said lastly,
theintention of the northern
senators, as regards budget-
ary allocation, was to meet
the Senate President with
our findings and subse-
quently meet President Bola

Tinubu.If becausesaid what
[would say, then I will be sus-
pended, so be it. It will be an
honour,” he told newsmen.
Speaking to reporters after
the panel's meeting, chair-
man of the budget commit-
tee, Solomon Adeola (APC -
Ogun West), said the press
conference earlier scheduled
on Sundaytoaddress thealle-
gations was puton hold to al-
low the Senate to meet and
deliberate on the allegations
on Tuesday and thereafter
mabke its position known.
“The Senate has its proce-
dures and rules. Since the al-
legations did not come from
an outsider buta serving Sen-
ator of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, the Senate will
meet and deliberate on them
on Tuesday before briefing

the press,” Adeola said.

The N3 trillion figure repre-
sents a significant portion of
the proposed budget, raising
serious concerns about
transparency and accounta-
bility in the budgetary
process. Ningi reportedly
provided detailed documen-
tation to support the claim,
alleging that the padding in-
volves inflated project costs,
fictitious projects, and funds
earmarked for nonexistent
government agencies.

While the authenticity of the
allegations remains unveri-
fied, they have already ignit-
ed a firestorm of debate.

The Senate session on Tues-
day is expected to be a tense
affair as lawmakers are likely
to engage in heated debate
over the allegations, with

callsforatransparentandim-
partial investigation likely to
dominate the proceedings.

Already, there are threats of
violence that may mar to-
day’s plenary just as Senators
expressed divergent views on
whether to suspend Ningi.

In a fresh twist, Senator [i-
moh Ibrahim (APC - Ondo
South) has asked the Inspec-
tor-General of Police to im-
mediately charge Ningi for
what he called criminal mis-
information. Ibrahim said it
was very embarrassing to say
that the country is operating
two budgets.

“We of the 10th Senate can-
not fold our hands and be
looking. This is not true, the
Senate and the National As-
sembly approved only one
Appropriation Act for 2024,
we never approved two.

“What Ningi said about the
Appropriation Act of 2024 is
unacceptable, causing un-
comfortable pain to our in-
tegrity, our children and our

family. It is all over the world.
Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng
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YO State Government

has banned the use of
styrofoam for packaging
food.

The state’s Commissioner
for Health, Oluwaserimi
Ajetunmobi, announced the
ban, yesterday, during the
food safety stakeholders’
forum held at the
Conference Room of the
Ministry of Health in Ibadan.

Ajetunmobi said the men-
ace of food poisoning, indis-
criminate use of chemical
products for food produc-
tion, processing, packaging,
and other sharp practices
being carried out by food
business operators had
become of great concern in
the state.

Similarly, the state govern-
ment has inaugurated a task
force on food safety, which
comprises members from
the State Food Safety
Management Committee,
the Nigeria Police Force
(NPF), the Association of
Table Water Producers
(ATWAP), the Association of
Canteen Workers and others.

Director of Food, Water and
Laboratory Services in the
Ministry of Health, Afusat
Akande, said the basic
requirements for the actors
along the food chain to meet
before they could be certified
include routine medical fit-
ness certificates from desig-
nated state government hos-

Court fixes April 15 to
hear applications in
Ibeto’s case

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo

STICE Oyindamola Ogala
of aLagos High Court, Ikeja,

as fixed April 15, 2024, for
hearing the applications
filed by the Economic and
Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC)againsta
businessman, Cletus Ibeto,
over N4.8 billion alleged
fraud.

The judge fixed the date as
agreed by all parties in the
suit to enable her to go
through the various applica-
tions submitted by all parties
and stay abreast of the case.

Ogala also directed counsel
to both parties to file and
exchange their responses to
the application filed by the
office of the Director of
Public Prosecution (DPP)
before the next date of
adjournment.

She said: "I want to read the
case file and understand it in
full. Asagreed by all, Iwantall
of us to respond and be on
the same lane."

At the resumed proceeding,
the DPP, Dr Babajide Martins,
announced his appearance
on behalf of the Lagos State
Attorney-General to take over
the case.

The defence counsel, Ade
Oshodi, informed the court
of a notice of preliminary
objection dated January 26,
which has not been heard.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

supporters adopt red berets as insighia

From Adewale Momoh, Akure
NSION continues to build
up in Ondo State ahead of
the governorship election
with various support groups
strategising on how to ensure
visibility in the state.

Among the support groups
that devised means of getting
noticed is Lucky Aiyedatiwa
Campaign Organisation Foot
Soldiers (LACO-FS), which
adopted the wearing of red
berets as their symbol.

Following the development,
some people have attributed
the insignia to cultism, which
they said, must be frowned
on, particularly that the state
had been struggling with
cultrelated activities.

Aiyedatiwa, while inaugurat-
ing the group, was seen put-
ting on the red beret as
insignia, and some people
stressed that such a move
would further embolden
cultists in their activities
across the state.
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Director, Human Resources and Administration, Lagos State Environ

* We're not cultists but only foot-soldiers, says gov’s support group
* Ondo in deficit, needs restoration, says Oke

A public affairs analyst,
Oluwagbenga  Ajongbolo,
who spoke on the issue, said:
"What exactly are Lucky
Aiyedatiwa and his supporters
bringing into Ondo State with
their berets? What's the idea
and ideology behind donning
red berets on the streets of
Akure and Akoko? What's the
socio-economic belief of a typ-
ical Aiyedatiwa supporter?
What does Aiyedatiwa stand
for?

"If this is not about their eco-
nomic and political beliefs,
should we be scared that a set
of people, led by the governor,
have now adopted a style of
clothing that has significant
meaning and messages it is
passing across? Are we safe in
Ondo State?"

On his part, Niyi Arogbo said:
"Now that Aiyedatiwa has
adopted a red beret, let

g

mental Sanitation Corps (LAGESC), Oshugbuyi Moses (left); Deputy Corps

Olusola Oke use a yellow
beret, while Jimoh Ibrahim
uses a blue beret, and Wale
Akinterinwa chooses black.
Make sure we systematise
everything. Ondo 2024 will
be so interesting."

In a reaction, the State
Director of Information of
LACO-FS, Kayode Fasua, dis-
tanced the group from
cultism-related activities.

He said: "It is benumbing to
come across grave expres-
sions on social media, espe-
cially through some Twitter
handles (now rebranded as
X), that our group is bring-
ing cultism to Ondo State.

"While those bandying the
insinuations of thuggery or
cultism have bombarded
the net with their tar brush-
es, they fail woefully to prove
any instance of violence in
our activities and find it hard

h e

to produce any pictorial or
camera evidence of where
Aiyedatiwa supporters,
under the aegis of LACO-FS,
are armed with any weapon
at all, much less a dangerous
one."

EANWHILE, a governor-

ship aspirant on the
platform of the All
Progressives Congress (APC),
Olusola Oke, yesterday, said
the state had been facing
deficits since its creation in
1976, hence the need to
restore it to the status it
deserved.

Oke said he would find solu-
tions to the myriad of chal-
lenges confronting the state,
going by his experience in
politics and governance, as
well as his knowledge of the
districts of the state.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng
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Marshal, Intelligence and Monitoring, Osifeso Oluwasegun; Corps Marshal, LAGESC, Major Olaniyi Cole (rtd); Deputy Corps Marshal, Discipline and
Welfare, Koyejo Oyenola and Deputy Corps Marshal, Admin, Apena Yisa, during a meeting on state of environmental compliance in Lagos.
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Assembly urges Sanwo-0lu to employ more neighbourhood watch officers over kidnappings

By Shakirah Adunola

HGOS State House of
ssembly has urged
Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu
to increase the
Neighbourhood Safety Corps
(LNSC) personnel to effective-
ly assist other security agen-

cies in curbing kidnappings.
The House also commended
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu
for his favourable disposition
to the issue of state police just
as it praised the First Lady,
Oluremi Tinubu, for raising a
voice and advocating capital
punishments for kidnappers.
The issue, which was dis-

Lauds Tinubu’s wife for advocating capital punishment for kidnappers

cussed under 'Matter of
Urgent Public Importance,
followed the recent kidnap-
ping of over 280 children in
Kaduna, 102 in Borno and 15
in Sokoto recently.

The Speaker, Mudashiru
Obasa, said it was very impor-
tant for every Nigerian to rise
and speak against kidnap-
ping just as he sympathised
with affected states and fam-
ilies of victims.

Obasa said it was painful
that while parents are strug-
gling to send their children

to school to seek knowledge,
evil people in the name of
kidnappers are hell-bent on
destroying the future of the
children.

He commended the military
for its effort but said more
could be done even if it
means relocating to areas
where these attacks are fre-
quent.

He recalled the situation
that necessitated the enact-
ment of the anti-kidnapping
law of Lagos State some years
ago, urging the National

Assembly to review existing
laws relating to kidnapping
and expedite action on state
police.

The Deputy Majority Leader
of the House, Adedamola
Richard Kasunmu, said that
governors and speakers of
states should act fast regard-
ing related legislation.

Tobun Abiodun and Nureni
Akinsanya commended the
Speaker for raising the issue,
noting that Lagos State is
gradually experiencing cases
of kidnapping.

Oyo govt denies abandoning victims of Ibadan explosion

From Rotimi Agholuaje, Ibadan
YO State Government,
yesterday, debunked the

insinuation that it had aban-

doned the welfare of victims
of Bodija explosion in

Ibadan.

In a statement by the state’s
Commissioner for
Information, Dotun Oyelade,
the government said the
rumour was unfair and
unnecessary.

He said that since the inci-

Says it has spent over NIGO million on their accommodation, feeding, others

dent, the state had been
spending between N15 mil-
lion and N20 million weekly
on accommodation and feed-
ing of the victims in the past
eight weeks.

"As we speak, the govern-
ment has spent over N160 mil-
lion on accommodation and
feeding alone for the victims
who were immediately
accommodated at hotels.

Thirty-eight of them are still
residing in various hotels.

"Also, the state government
has picked up a medical bill of
over N17 million while those
still in hospitals are being
actively catered for,” the com-
missioner said.

Oyelade, who said that seven
decent hotels were being used
to accommodate victims of
the unfortunate incident, also

said that N2 million was
being spent weekly, amount-
ing to N16 million in eight
weeks, for security operatives
to protect the property left
behind by the victims.

The commissioner refuted
the allegation that some of
the victims were ejected
from their hotels.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

By Ngozi Egenuka
TEAM of International
ivil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) auditors,
yesterday, arrived in Nigeria
to commence the 2024 ICAO
Universal Security Audit
Programme (USAP) through
Continuous Monitoring
Approach (CMA) for Lagos
and Abuja airports.

The USAP CMA, which will
run till March 22, 2024, will
cover Inflight Security (IFS),
Passenger and Baggage
Security (PAX), Acts of
Unlawful Interference (AUI),
Facilitation (FAL), Legislation
(LEG), Training (TRG), Quality
Control Function (QCF),
Operations (OPS) and Cargo,
Mail and Catering (CGO).

Members of the four-man
team are Callum Vine, James
Mabala, Tebogo Mphela and
Alagie Jeng.

In his remarks, Minister of
Aviation and Aerospace
Development, Festus
Keyamo, welcomed the audi-
tors to Nigeria for the all-
important mission.

According to the minister,
the USAP represents a con-
certed effort to uphold the
highest standards of security
across all facets of Nigeria’s
aviation industry:.

He said that through rigor-
ousassessments,comprehen-
sive evaluations, and collabo-
rative partnerships, Nigeria
would fortify her defences
against evolving threats and
vulnerabilities.

Keyamo, who was represent-
ed by the ministry’s
Permanent Secretary, Dr
Emmanuel Meribole, com-
mended the dedication and
diligence of all stakeholders.

Falana’s wife urges FG to
rescue abducted Kaduna
students, avoid repeat of
Chibok girls’ story
By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo
MAN rights activist,

Funmi Falana has urged
the Federal Government to
immediately rescue the
abducted Kaduna students
and avoid a repeat of the
Chibok girls’ story.

She, therefore, implored the
government to set machinery
in force without delay and
give all it takes to bring the
school children back uncon-
ditionally.

Falana, who decried the
abduction of the over200 stu-
dents, said it had become a
kidnap too many, calling on
the authorities to immediate-
ly rescue them.

The rights activist lamented
and expressed the fears that if
urgent action is not taken by
the government to rescue the
students, it might be a repeat
of the Chibok girls’ story.

In her address to mark 2024
International Women's Day
(IWD) celebration organised
by Women Empowerment
and Legal Aid (WELA), Falana
said that the insecurity per-
vading the nation had
become worrisome and a
shame to the nation.
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Man nabbed for allegedly killing daughter for money ritual

From Michael Egbejule, Benin City

PERATIVES of the Edo State Se-

curity Network (ESSN) have ar-
rested a middle-aged man for killing
his daughter and burying her body
in a shallow grave in Uteh commu-
nity, Ikpoba-Okha Local Council of
the state.

It was alleged that the suspect, Em-
manuel Ovwarueso, killed the
daughter for a money ritual.
Popularly known by his alias, Emma
One, Ovwarueso has confessed the
crime to the operatives who appre-
hended him at the Uteh area of
Upper Mission Road Extension, a
suburb where he resides with his
family.

His wife, whose name could not be

ascertained at press time, was
quoted as saying: "My husband's at-
titude changed recently. He kept say-
ing I should not look at him like a
poor man anymore. Even at his place
of work, he was buying drinks for
everyone, as if he was celebrating.
His co-workers were surprised at his
new spending style. He told them
that his money was very near. We
never knew he had such a danger-
ous plan.”

Avigilante member, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said: "We
saw him on Thursday night with a
bag, walking so fast, like he was rush-
ing to catch a flight. We stopped
him, but he resisted. We asked what
was in the bag. He said it was his

food. So, we searched the bag and
found a human head in it.

"We interrogated him. From the
way he talked, it was obvious he was
hiding something. So, we took him
to his house. We saw his wife tied up.
We untied her and asked who tied
her up. She said it was her husband.
She told us that her husband tied
her with a rope before killing their
daughter. He took us to the place
where he buried the little girl's body
in a shallow grave. The body was ex-
humed immediately.”

When contacted, the spokesperson
for Edo State Police Command, SP
Chidi Nwabuzor, said: "l am not
aware. Iwill find out,and when Ido,
[will get back to you.”

é

2 le
CP Olufemi Abaniwonda

Court sentences man to death by hanging for conspiracy, armed robbery

From Ayodele Afolabi, Ado-Ekiti
A? Ekiti State High Court

itting in Ado Ekiti has
sentenced one Bello Ab-
duquadril to death by hang-
ing for conspiracy and
armed robbery.

The 30-year-old convict was
arraigned before Justice
Olalekan Olatawura on
March 8, on two-count
charge bordering on con-
spiracy and armed robbery.

According to the charge,
the offences are contrary to
Sections 314 and 312 (2)(a) of
the Criminal Law of Ekiti
State, 2021.

To prove his case, the prose-
cutor,Adeola Johnson, called

CHKISLAND
SCHOOLS
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Whitney

three witnesses and ten-
dered as exhibit, the defen-
dant’s statements,
motorcycle particulars, re-
ceipts, and search warrant,
among others.

The defendant, who spoke
through his lawyer, E. K. Ade-
tifa, pleaded with the court
to temper justice with mercy
and called no witness.

In his judgment, Justice
Olalekan Olatawura said: “It
can be rightly inferred, and I
hold that there was a com-
mon intention and a meet-
ing of minds between the
defendant and his accom-
plice (at large) to commit
armed robbery. I am there-

fore satisfied that the prose-
cution has proven beyond
reasonable doubt that the
defendant conspired with
another person to commit
the offence.

"Consequent upon the fore-
going, the defendant is
found guilty of the offences
of conspiracy and armed
robbery as charged. On con-
spiracy, the defendant is sen-
tenced to  seven years
imprisonment. And in count
two (armed robbery), the
sentence of the count upon
you is that you be hanged by
the neck until you are dead.
May God have mercy on your
soul."

Whitney: Chrisland School violated child protection policy, court told

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo

of a Lagos High Court sit-

ng in Ikeja, yesterday,
heard that Chrisland
School, Ikeja, violated the
child protection policy of
the state.

The prosecution witness,
Jubril Yakubu, disclosed this
during the ongoing trial of
staff of Chrisland School,
Ikeja, over alleged negli-
gence, following the death
of a student, Whitney Adeni-
ran, during an inter-house
sports competition at Agege
Stadium, Lagos State.

JUSHCE Oyindamola Ogala
1

Lagos State Government
had filed criminal charges
against Chrisland School
Opebi and its principal, vice
principal, and two others
over the death of Whitney
on March 31,2023.

At the resumed hearing,
Yakubu, the third prosecu-
tion witness and deputy di-
rector with the Ministry of
Youth and Social Develop-
mentin Lagos State, told the
court that the ministry’s
findings showed that the
school’s preparedness for
emergency during the com-
petition was close to none.

He explained that the

school had just a nurse, and
there was no ambulance to
convey any student to a hos-
pital in the case of any emer-
gency.

Led in evidence by the pros-
ecuting counsel and Lagos
State Director of Public Pros-
ecutions (DPP), Babajide
Martins, the witness further
told court that the school
did not have a designated
Child Safeguarding Protec-
tion Policy personnel as re-
quired by the Safeguarding
Executive Order of the state.

The matter was adjourned
till March 13, for continua-
tion of trial.

45-year-old woman found dead in Ondo

From Adewale Momoh, Akure

WOMAN, 45, identified as
udirat Bolarinwa, was
found dead at the weekend
after she was allegedly
abused sexually by an un-
known assailant in Ondo
West Local Council of Ondo
State.

The body of the deceased,
which had machete cuts, was
discovered in a bush at
Lekere, in the Ayeyemi axis of
the council, after she was
said to have followed a man
to a farm to buy produce.

According to sources,a man
who disguised himself as a
seller, had approached the
woman, saying he wanted to
sell kola nuts to her. Conse-
quently, she followed him to
the farm.

It was gathered that the de-
ceased had been declared
missing before her lifeless
body was found on Saturday.

The husband,who hadleda

search, immediately ap-
proached the Enu-Owa Police
Division in the area to report
the incident.

Confirming the incident,
police spokesperson in the
state, Funmilayo Odunlami-
Omisanya, said: "On March 8,
at about 5:00 p.m., one
Tajudeen Bolarinwa of Ago
Road, Onipetesi village, re-
ported that at about 4:30
p.m., his wife, Kudirat Bolar-
inwa, 45, who goes from one
farm to the other to buy kola
nuts, was murdered in the
bush by an unknown person.

"At the scene of the inci-
dent, the deceased was left
with only a pant, and the
sides of her face, lower arm,
and head were severely mu-
tilated. Meanwhile, the re-
mains of the deceased have
been deposited at the mortu-
ary in Ondo town, amid on-
going efforts to arrest the
culprit.”

Ogun seals firm after Ogijo gas explosion

By Ghenga Akinfenwa

GUN State government

has sealed up Phoenix
Steel Mills Industries Limited
in Ogijo, Sagamu Local Coun-
cil, following a gas explosion
that rocked the area on Sun-
day.

The state Commissioner for
Environment, Ola Oresanya,
announced the closure of the
iron rod manufacturing in-
dustry after an on-the-spotas-
sessment of the scene.

Oresanya said under the

2V

4 e ;
[ - ]

Scene of the explosion yestérday

rules of engagement with all
industries operating in Ogun
State, the government would,
after the sealing, undertake a
thorough investigation of the
remote and immediate
causes of the incident, with a
view to preventing recur-
rence.

To avoid further industrial
accidents, Oresanya said the
state government would es-
tablish a safety desk, which
will function like an agency
under the Ministry of Envi-
ronment.

Residents escape as
overhead water tanks
collapse in Anambra

From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu

SOME residents escaped un-
hurt as a scaffold holding
four water (Geepee) tanks col-
lapsed on Sunday night, de-
stroying parts of a four-storey
building at Oba, Anambra
State.

The Guardian learnt that the
incident happened at about
9:00 p.m., as some residents
of the building prepared to
go to bed.

It was gathered that the
crash caused a loud noise,
which shook the premises
and sent frightened occu-
pants of the building scam-
pering for safety.

An eyewitness, Unuebho Is-
rael, told The Guardian that
the overhead tanks collapsed
due to weight issues, adding
that there were no casualties.

"The building was seriously
damaged. The collapse sent
shock waves down the spines
of the occupants,” he said.

Police arrest
commercial
motorcyclist for killing

officer in Calabar
From Tina Agosi Todo, Calabar

THE police in Calabar have
arrested a commercial mo-
torcyclist for knocking down
and killing an Assistant Com-
missioner of Police (ACP), Vi-
vian Chinemerem Aworonye,
attached to Zone 6 Police
Headquarters, Calabar, the
Cross River State capital.

The Guardian learnt that the
senior police officer, until her
death, was deployed to Zone 6
Headquarters from Force
Legal Department, Abuja.

According to a police source,
she was yet to get accommo-
dation in any of the police bar-
racks, and decided to stay in
one of the offices within Zone
6.

The source said the motorcy-
clist hit the officer, following
which she fell and sustained a
head injury.

The incident happened at
about 6:30 p.m, last week, as
she crossed from Zone 6 to the
other side of a busy road.

"She was rushed to Bakor Hos-
pital, along Murtala Moham-
mad highway, located about
1.5 kilometres East of Zone 6
Command Headquarters. She
was referred to the Psychiatric
Hospital, considering the

head injury, but was later
taken to the Teaching Hospital
where she died,” the source
said.

ACP Aworonye

Hot Lines: 08034990344 and 08160223638
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269 minors, teenagers sexually
molested in Ogun last year

From Azeez Olorunlomeru,
Abeokuta

BOUT 269 minors and

infants, aged one to 16
years, were reportedly
defiled between January
and December in Ogun
State, last year.

According to data released
by the Directorate of
Women Affairs in the Ogun
State Ministry of Women
Affairs and Social
Development, 52 of the
victims were below eight
years.

Director of Women
Empowerment in the
ministry, Wonuola Kazzim,
explained that some of the
victims were babies less
than two months old, who
were molested by men in
their 50s and 60s.

Kazzim said 16 persons
among suspects arrested
have been prosecuted for
alleged molestation and
sentenced to seven years
imprisonment.

She lamented that lack of
forensic evidence to prove
sexual assault in courts pose
a great challenge to victims’
ability to get justice.

Gov. Dapo Abiodun

this
development discourages

According to her,
many  victims from
speaking out

She, however, said the state
government had embarked
onasensitisation campaign
in public schools and
markets to encourage
parents, guardians and

victims to report cases of
rape and defilement of
minors to the government.

She also called on the state
government to establish a
special court to fast-track the
prosecution of sex offenders,
and get justice for victims.

“The likely punishment for
offenders in the state should

be life jail term or 14 years
imprisonment, but since
most of the cases lack
forensic evidence, the court
is always constrained to give
lesser sentences,” she
added.

Reacting, a medical expert
at the Federal Medical
Centre (FMC), Idi-Aba,
Rotimi Akintunde, blamed
the menace on undetected
historical psychotic
illnesses from molesters.

Akintunde described the
molestation of a minor or
teenager by an adult as a
psychiatric disorder, saying
no sane mind would have
sexual arousal for a minor.

He said: “It is a psychiatric
disorder. They must be
having paedophilia. It is
child abuse and must be
severely dealt with. No
matter how much we
condemn or prosecute
them for what they have
done, we need to also
rehabilitate them.

“It is not enough to get
them arrested and charged
to court; we need to refer
them to psychiatric homes
for proper rehabilitation.
They are social deviants.”

Man kills neighbour after argument on N200 electricity bill

CP Abiodun Alamutu

From Azeez Olorunlomeru,
Abeokuta

MIDDLE-aged man,
dubuisi Kalu, has been
arrested for allegedly killing
his neighbour (name
withheld) for refusing to
make a N200 contribution
for the payment of an
electricity bill.

According to an eyewitness
account, there had been
several arguments between
the victim and the accused
over the monthly
contribution.

The eyewitness, who
pleaded anonymity,
explained that on the fateful
day, officials of the Power
Holding Company of Nigeria
(PHCN) had visited and
threatened to disconnect
supply from their premises.

The eyewitness said all
tenants had agreed to pay
N200 each to offset debt on
the PHCN estimated bill. The
victim, however, was said to
have been in the habit of not
paying sundry bills. This led
to a hot argument between
the deceased and other

tenants.

The eyewitness claimed
that during the argument,
the victim stabbed the
accused with a knife on the
thigh and arm. In the clash
that followed, the victim
reportedly fell to the ground
and gave up the ghost
before he could be rushed to
a hospital.

The case was reported at
the Sango Ota divisional
police station.

According to the police, the
suspect has been charged to
court.

Lagos begins removal of shanties, illegal structures in Ajah

By Bertram Nwannekama

AGOS State government,
yesterday, commenced
the removal of shanties and
structures littering the
coastal road at Maiyegun
Estate (by Jakande) in the
Lekki area, even as it
reiterated its commitment
to urban regeneration.
Commissioner for
Environment and Water
Resources, Tokunbo Wahab,
who was at the scene of the

enforcement,  alongside
state officials, said other
sites have also been

identified and would be
recovered.

He said the regeneration
would be done in
accordance with the Lagos
State development plan,
citing the ongoing
demolition of shanties in
Ijora Underbridge,

Obalende Underbridge, and
Orile.

The commissioner, who
was represented by the
Permanent Secretary, Office
of Drainage Services and
Water Resources,
Mahamood Adegpbite, said it
is expedient that residents
respect town planning laws

and abide by their
provisions.
“Anyone trying to alter the

original urban development
plan of the state will not be
allowed. People cannot be
allowed to do whatever they
like, whenever, or wherever
they like. Lagos must not
become a jungle,” he said.
He maintained that the
governmentis resolute in its
drive towards
environmental
regeneration, stressing that
the demolition will send a
strong message that all

spaces will be governed.

He said before
commencement of the
enforcement, the state
government had carried out
inventory of buildings that
possess legal documents. He
said these were numerically
identified and would not be

pulled down.
According to him, the
government had been

sensitising squatters and
occupants of shanties on
vacating the area since 2022.
He said some of the
buildings had become
dilapidated, hence the need
for their demolition.

He said most of the
squatters had not been
captured in the database of
the Lagos State Resident
Registration Agency
(LASRRA). He described as
worrisome, a situation
where a government is not

able to account for residents
or provide them with social
amenities.

Wahab noted that shanties
and illegal structures serve
as hideouts for criminals.

He recalled that the state
government recently issued
a four-day relocation notice
to all squatters occupying
illegal shanties around the
coastal road in Mayegun,
Lekki, adding that
allegations by the squatters
to the contrary were
baseless and untrue.

Earlier, the Special Adviser
to the Governor on eGIS and
Urban Development, Olajide
Babatunde, who visited the
site on Sunday, decried the
level of distortion in the

area. He advised the
occupants to vacate them
immediately, saying the

government would not give
any further notice.

Vigilantes apprehend
robbery suspect in Delta

From Monday Osayande, Asaba

GILANTES have nabbed
a 28year-old butcher,
Ogochukwy Uzorka, at the
popular Oko market, in

Asaba Delta State, for
allegedly stealing
rechargeable lamps.

The suspect, who hails
from Abala, in Ndokwa East
Local Council of the state,

allegedly specialised in
breaking into  shops
through the ceiling.

An eyewitness alleged that
Uzorka broke into five shops
but was disappointed when
he discovered there was
burglary proof under the
ceilings of four. As a result,
he could only steal the
lamps at the fifth shop.

The Guardian learnt that
before he was arrested, the
suspect had confessed to
stealing a Tiger electricity
generator and selling it for
N15,000. He pleaded for
forgiveness and pledged
never to return to crime if he
is pardoned.

Speaking on the issue, head

of the vigilantes, Francis
Okolo, commended the
police for giving them the
privilege to work jointly.

Nevertheless, he lamented
lack of logistics and mobility;
saying these have been a
setback to  successful

policing of the area. He said
since motorcycles belonging
to the vigilantes were set
ablaze by some hoodlums,
mobility had become
difficult.

a CP Olufemi Abaniwonda

Foundation holds memorial
service for Regina Udo-Inyang

OBONG Denis  Udo-
Inyang Foundation will
on Friday, March 15, hold a
memorial service for the
late Dr. Regina Anthony
Udo-Inyang (1957-2023), at
St. Denis Catholic Church,
Ikot Abia, Mkpat Enin Local
Council of Akwa Ibom State,
at10.00a.m.

Udo-Inyang

PUBLIC NOTICE

December, 2013.

This public notice is to inform Chief Omotayo O. Ojo of
No2-8 Omotayo Street, Ikosi Ketu, Lagos to provide a valid
means of identification and the following documents:

a. National Identification Number (NIN) in colour

b. International passport or driver license in colour and

c. Water bill and environment bill

This is to enable me apply for registration of power of
attorney in respect to the transaction we had on 12 th

Signed:
Ambassador Chinwe Eva Marcel Okegbe,
Block D House 13, SSQ Ainah Estate,
Karu-Abuja

FOR URGENT LEASE

Size: 32,0001t2

A strategically Located Warehouse
with its HeadRoom High enough to
accommodate Trailer Manoeuvring,
ample Parking Space.

Location: Eleganza Industries
Limited Complex at Oregun.

Pls Contact:

08023220321 08064479144
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For Enquiries:
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SIMS is the Sole Representative of the Su-Kam brand in Nigeria




THE GUARDIAN, Tuesday, March 12, 2024

Graduate opportunities 2024 %///////////////////4

Are you ready for the opportunity of a lifetime?

With a network of over 360,000 people across 151 countries, PwC provides a platform for our

people to be themselves, grow as individuals, build lasting relationships and deliver impactful
solutions.

Invest in your future and stay true to your passion by exploring an immersive and fulfilling career
with one of the world’s leading firms.

Graduate Qualification Criteria

Five credits in one sitting, including English Language and Mathematics.

Minimum of Second Class (Upper Division)/Upper Credit.

Must have completed the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC).

One year of relevant post-NYSC experience is an added advantage (in select cases).

Go to www.pwc.com/ng/en/careers.html and apply for a position before
18 March 2024 using the Graduate recruitment tab.

About PwC
At PwC, our purpose is to build trust in society and solve important problems. We're a network of firms in 151 countries with over 360,000 people

who are committed to delivering quality in assurance, advisory and tax services.Find out more and tell us what matters to you by visiting us at

www.pwc.com/ng
ch © 2024 PricewaterhouseCoopers Limited. All rights reserved. In this document, PwC refers to PricewaterhouseCoopers Limited (a Nigerian limited

liability company), which is a member firm of PricewaterhouseCoopers International Limited, each member firm of which is a separate legal entity.
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As the Supreme Court attains full bench

WlTH the installation on February
26,2024 of 11 new Justices recently
appointed to the Supreme Court by
President Bola Tinubu, the apex court
has, for the first time in its history,
attained its full complement of 21 jus-
tices, in consonance with section 230
(2) (b) of the 1999 Constitution, which
stipulates that “The Supreme Court of
Nigeria shall consist of such number of
Justices not exceeding 21 as may be pre-
scribed by an Act of the National
Assembly.”

Now that the Supreme Court has bro-
ken the jinx and gained its full throttle,
the Court should accelerate to its high-
est in order to attain its Olympian
Height. First, the Supreme Court
should quickly regain the waning pub-
lic confidence in the judiciary as a
whole. One way the court can achieve
this feat is by making a tectonic shift in
the social philosophy and jurispruden-
tial outlook emerging from the court
over the years.

With a full complement of 21 Justices,
the Supreme Court docket can now be
decongested by the court sitting in
multiple panels. They can now sit in
four panels in constitutional cases
which require a bench of five Justices
and seven Justices for constitutional
cases which require a bench of seven
Justices, thus clearing the backlog of
multiple pending cases. It is sad that
most cases filed at the Supreme Court
drag on endlessly. For example, speak-
ing at the investiture of 62 new Senior
Advocates of Nigeria in Abuja on
November 28, 2023, the Chief Justice of
Nigeria (CJN), Justice Olukayode
Ariwoola stated that the Supreme
Court was bogged down with 6,884
delayed cases. There is no doubt that

congestion of cases at the Supreme Court
has undermined the justice delivery sys-
tem in Nigeria. Therefore, it is high time
the Supreme Court was decongested of
law cases to pave the way for expeditious
delivery of justice in Nigeria. It makes no
sense that multiple cases pending at the
Supreme Court are not heard. Justice
delayed, it is said, is justice denied.

The Supreme Court should turn away
from the bland legalism and legal posi-
tivism that have dominated the land-
scape of its judicial pronouncements and
decisions and return the apex court to a
court that pursues substantial justice
over technicalities like the Supreme Court
Nigerians knew a few decades ago. Justice
is rooted in public confidence and public
perception. This is why it is said that jus-
tice must not only be done but must also
be manifestly seen to be done. The essence
of the need for justice to be manifestly
seen to be done was observed by the
Master of the Rolls, Lord Denning, in
Metropolitan Properties Co (FGC) Ltd v
Lannon when he stated: “Justice must be
rooted in confidence, and confidence is
destroyed when right-minded people go
away thinking: ‘The judge was biased.”

The perspectives of the Supreme Court’s
jurisprudence should be tailored to help
Nigerians realise the overarching objec-
tives of securing their hopes and aspira-
tions; as well as let achieve the ideals of
social justice, freedom, equality, and
defence of the rule of law as enshrined in
the 1999 Constitution. Let the Supreme
Court be a Supreme Court for all
Nigerians, not the court of the political
elites.

Some previous political judgments deliv-
ered by the Supreme Court have
immersed the court in scathing public
criticisms. Some well-settled principles of

Rising trend in the mockery of God

IR: From Logos Olori’s ‘Jaye

lo to Asake’s newest
release of, ‘Only Me’, it is no
denial that the God we serve
is too gentle and too merci-
ful. The disrespect of God
from artistes across the
world and particularly,
Nigerians is skyrocketing
beyond imaginations. Ariana
Grande had done that with
‘God is a woman’ which
amassed millions of views
and other international acts
had done that - the mockery
of God in the name of creativ-
ity.

The word ‘God’ is now a
household name for decep-
tion, exploitation and money
making. A video which had
150,000 views upon 5 hours
of release has caused distur-
bance in the heart of
Nigerian Christians and in
this video, this young man
was found desecrating what
Catholics hold sacred, The
HolyMass. Sacred objectsand
pictures of the Blessed
Sacrament that Catholics
believe to be God were all
over the place in a music
video that has nothing to do
with extolling God.

Terrorism is not only when
fanatics come with bombs or

guns, terrorism is when you
use any opportunity you
have in the name of creativity
to mock other religions, the
channel through which peo-
plebelieve in their God. If this
isdone to garner lots of atten-
tion and to earn more money
- then, it's obvious that
money and fame is their god.
Not respecting the one God
that people worship in differ-
ent ways through religion is
terrorism under the guise of
creativity to earn more
money and fame.

It's evident that another
artiste will still do the same
thing even after this uproar
but we should remember
that the damage and conse-
quences will be unbearable
in the future. The culture of
mockery, not just mockery,
but the mockery of God is
gradually seeping into our
lifestyle. Some judgemental
netizens said that the
Catholic Church is not a true
church of God and the artist
should be left alone. Whether
a religion is true or not, it is
not for we who are just one
out of the many human
beings on earth to decide.
Respect the religion and
belief of a particular set of

people. I love moin-moin, you
like akara. Don’t insult my
moin-moin, because you like
akara and don’t love moin-
moin.

Christians especially
Catholics should not take this
matter lightly. Creative free-
dom does not allow individu-
als to destroy the image or
make fun of a religion. We,
Catholics are not fighting for
our God, we are protecting the
beliefs that we hold sacred.
Our God can fight his battle
while we remain silent.

However, Catholics who are
the victims have also vic-
timised themselves in some
way. We have allowed priests
and individuals for whom
money and fame are their god
to tarnish our image and
remove Christ who is the cen-
tre of our worship. If one is
dressed as a criminal, won’t
others address him as such?
One online user had said that
the hypocrisy of the Nigerian
people could be why we are
moving backward despite the
natural blessings we have. “We
worship God and yet insult
him in our daily lives.”

Read the remaining part of this
article on www.guardian.ng

Felicitas Offorjamah.

law have been made by the court to
appear not so settled, thereby ridicul-
ing the principle of stare decisis and
lowering people’s confidence in the
law. Therefore, the Supreme Court
should retrace the path of excellence,
honour, and integrity to enhance judi-
cial efficacy and efficiency and to bol-
ster public confidence in the Supreme
Court.

As much as possible, the Supreme
Court should stop descending into the
public arena to join issues with its crit-
ics. At all times, it must maintain its
equanimity and candor in the face of
criticism. Dragging the Supreme Court
into public controversy is undignified,
unbefitting, and shameful. By their
exalted position, Justices of the
Supreme Court ought not to join issues
with their critics in the public square.
They should refrain from joining
issues with their critics. Criticism of
the conduct and judgments of judges
in the media is not embarrassing
because judicial proceedings are con-
ducted in open court, in the full glare
of the public, thus giving members of
the public first-class information
about the virtues and vices of the indi-
vidual judges. Addressing the High
Court Journalists Association on
December 3, 1964, Lord Denning said,
“Justice has no place in darkness and
secrecy. When a judge sits on a case, he
himself is on trial...if there is any mis-
conduct on his part, any bias or preju-
dice, there is a reporter to keep an eye
on him.” However, as Lord Hailsham
once said while speaking at a banquet

NO, DEAR. THIS IS
NOT "HURRICANE
BABA 6O sLOW."
ITS "HURRICANE
E MI LOKANI"

in London, there should be some self-dis-
cipline in criticising judges. Let criti-
cisms be well-informed, well-researched,
and temperate.

The Supreme Court should transform
itself into a court capable of expeditious-
ly dispensing substantial justice for
Nigerians of every stature. The Supreme
Court is respectfully urged to exercise
exceptional brilliance, a high sense of
justice, and profound philosophical
forensic legal enunciations in adjudicat-
ing the cases brought before it in accor-
dance with substantial justice, following
the sterling qualities and integrity of
their predecessor-brother Justices such
as Justices Kayode Eso, Chukwudifu
Oputa, Andrews Obaseki, Augustine
Nnamani, Anthony Aniagolu, George
Adesola Oguntade, Muhammad Lawal
Uwais, and Niki Tobi. Throughout their
illustrious stint at the Supreme Court,
the aforementioned justices distin-
guished themselves by their integrity
and exceptional brilliance in expound-
ing and expanding the law in accor-
dance with substantial justice.
Therefore, our current 21 Supreme Court
Justices should emulate the shining
examples of their aforementioned
brother-Justices who had excelled at the
Supreme Court.

Finally, the Supreme Court should be
reserved for the best and brightest in
character and learning, not for dead-
woods, lazybones, or corrupt judges. The
appointment and elevation of judges to
the Supreme Court should be based on
merit and high scholarship, not seniori-
ty or political patronage.
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Nigeria: Finally, hot money is here

By Marcel Okeke

IT is no longer news that the continued col-
lapse of the naira in the foreign exchange (EX)
market is already eliciting desperate and pan-
icky measures from the monetary authorities.
Unfortunately, the more such new initiatives are
unleashed, the more unintended consequences
are attained; thus, worsening the state of the
economy.

In the effort to tame the consistently soaring in-
flation rate, for instance, the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN), during its Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) meeting (February 26-27, 2024),
hiked the Monetary Policy Rate (MPR) by an un-
precedented 400 basis points—from 18.75 per
cent to 22.75 per cent. Inflation rate stood at
29.90 per cent at end-January 2024.

By the huge quantum increase of the MPR, the
apex bank is indicating a very tight monetary
environment, which signals to the deposit
money banks (DMBs) to similarly hike their
(lending) interestrates. In furtherance of its lig-
uidity ‘mop-up’ to tame the high inflation rate,
the CBN promptly deployed its Open Market Op-
eration (OMO) instrument to enable it ‘suck
away’ much liquidity in the system.

Apparently, the apex bank believes that one of
the reasons for the galloping inflationary trend
in Nigeria is so much money (liquidity) being in
circulation. And to deal with this in the money
market, the CBN made an offer of N500 billion
treasury bills (T-B) via OMO auction.

Unsurprisingly, the offer was overwhelmingly
oversubscribed, as the apex bank sold N1.053
trillion worth of T-B, with 79 per cent of the total
bid (or equivalent of $530 million) coming from
foreign investors. Nigerian orlocal investorsac-
counted for only 21 per cent, according to a state-
ment issued by the CBN.

This (OMO) auction was the first since the MPC
meeting, which was also followed by a virtual
meeting by the CBN Governor, Olayemi Cardoso,
with foreign portfolio investors. The CBN said in
astatement that the OMO auction was part of its
liquidity management effort.

Asignificant developmentin this OMO auction
is the very high level of foreign portfolio investor
(FPI) participation: accounting for almost eighty
per cent of the offer, and amounting to about
US$530 million. In celebrating this outcome, the
CBN said in a statement by its Director of Cor-
porate Communications, Mrs. Hakama Sidi Ali
that “this development underscored the level of
confidence the apex bank now enjoyed from in-
vestors”, adding that the management of the
CBN was optimistic that its monetary policy
measures were beginning to yield positive re-
sults.

However, the import of this dominance of FPI
(79 per cent) in the TB offer is ‘massive inflow’ of
what is generally regarded as hot money. Thus,
the US$530 million paid by foreign portfolio in-
vestors via the OMO auction is all hot money. Ac-
cording to Investopedia, Hot Money signifies
currency that quickly and regularly moves be-
tween financial markets; that ensures investors
lockin the highest available short-term interest
rates. Hot money continuously shifts from coun-
tries with low-interest rates to those with higher
rates—as Nigeria is now!

The rapid movement of hot money across bor-
ders can lead to significant exchange rate volatil-
ity. As investors move their funds between
countries, demand for different currencies can
fluctuate, causing exchange rates to rise or fall.
This volatility can create challenges for busi-
nesses engaged in international trade, as well as
for central banks seeking to maintain stable ex-
change rates. And this is where the CBN is wit-
tingly entering into a new miasma stacked with
risks.

Apparently, yetin its desperation to attract dol-
lar inflow, the CBN ensured that it offered its
Treasury Bills (T-B) under attractive terms and
conditions—including very high interest rate of
about 20 per cent. But while these FPIs could be
attracted (the hot money), local investor confi-
dence remains low—reflecting the 20 per cent
share of the T-B offer. Meanwhile the CBN has
also through its latest MPR of 22.75 per cent, in-
dicated to the DMBs to hike their own rates—
likely beyond 30 per cent in the coming days.

This (lending rate) will certainly put loanable
funds beyond the reach of most businesses.

Unfortunately, as the hot money is being wood
and attracted, the real money that drives pro-
duction and productivity—Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) -is practically ‘fleeing’ Nigeria. Data
from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
showed a significant decline in the country’s cap-
ital importation in the whole of 2023.

Amid grueling FX woes, the NBS said Nigeria
only attracted a meagre $3.91 billion in foreign
capital inflow last year—the lowest since 2007
when the figure stood at a mere $5.3 billion. Of
the total 2023 inflow, FPI accounted for $1.15 bil-
lion (or 30 per cent of the $3.91 billion) while FDI
was only $377.4 million; and ‘other investments’
were $2.38 billion.

The 2023 capital importation, according to NBS
data, was a major drop from the 2022 figure of
$5.33 billion—which was also a decrease of over
20 per cent from the $6.70 billion of 2021. By this
trend of persistently declining capital importa-
tion (especially FDI), moves by the CBN to latch
onto hot money could be ruinous. Rather than
take this ‘silo’ strategy in pursuit of the solution
to the lingering acute FX scarcity in Nigeria, the
apex bank should factor other elements into its
moves.

Without a doubt, a lot of developments on the
fiscal side of Nigeria’s public finance end up act-
ing as counterpoise to most monetary policy ini-
tiatives. In this regard, has the CBN considered
the role of improved FAAC-allocations to the
states and local governments in recent months?
There is a very high probability that most heads
of the sub-national units after receiving the
(huge) monthly allocations, somehow make
their way into the FX market to change their tril-
lion naira inflows into a more durable currency
(the dollar).

Whether this is true or not, the reality is that the
national currency (Naira) has since lost the criti-
cal function of money: the store of value. Today,
hardly is there any economic agent (individuals,
households and businesses) who want to keep
their assets (liquid or otherwise) in Naira. This ac-
counts for the rabid ‘dollarization’ of the Niger-

ian economy—where most goods and services
are sold and paid for in dollars. This ‘illegality’
must be addressed expeditiously by the gov-
ernment of the day. The naira remains Nigeria’s
only legal tender, according to the extant law:
CBN Act2007.

Asan integral part of the Federal Government,
the CBN must collaborate with other agencies
of the Government to ensure inflows from
crude oil and non-oil exports are transparently
and comprehensively captured/recorded. To-
day, crude oil still remains the mainstay of the
Nigerian economy and as such, proceeds from
its sales cannot continue to be shrouded in se-
crecy or opacity. The apex bank as banker to the
Federal Government, as of right, should at all
times have the minutest details of funds accru-
ing from oil and all other sources.

For too long, the controversy over crude oil
sales and proceeds therefrom, have occupied
publicdiscourse and created mutual suspicion
between Government and the citizenry. What
ordinarily should be treated as the nation’s
commonwealth is usually left to be frittered
away into private pockets. The bizarre phe-
nomenon of crude oil theft seems now to be
providing ‘a cover’ for a few ‘top brass’in our so-
ciety to almost fully corner Nigeria’s ‘black
gold’ for themselves. It is now estimated that
about eighty per cent of Nigeria’s crude oil pro-
duction is being lost to theft, according to
Olusegun Obasanjo, Nigeria’s former President.

In the circumstance, resort to attracting hot
money into Nigeria apparently to deal with the
biting FX challenge, is laden with a lot of dan-
gers and risks. It could provide a very
ephemeral breather, but could vaporize when
needed most. Nigeria needs to put other fun-
damentals right to attract sustainable FPIs, FDIs
and others. What the CBN has packaged to at-
tract the patronage of foreign portfolio in-
vestors (79 per cent) is a very short-term gain,
atbest.

Okeke, a practising economist, business strate-
gist, sustainability expert and ex-Chief
Economist of Zenith Bank Plc. He can be
reached via: obioraokeke2000@yahoo.com

UMA harps on youth economy

By Victor C. Ariole

UNIVERSITY of Lagos Muslim Alumni (UMA) organised its 29th
Pre - Ramadan Lecture captioned “Economic Reforms for
Nigeria: Challenges and Prospects for the Future”. The Vice Presi-
dent of Nigeria ably represented by Dr. Hakeem Baba-Ahmed and,
together with former Vice Chancellor Prof Rahamon Bello, the
current Vice Chancellor represented by Prof Victoria (Aisha) At-
senuwa, Senator Afolabi Shuaib, Prof Yusuf Olaolu Ali and the
UMA president Prof Khalid Adekoya raised money on-the-spot for
granting scholarship to intending Ph.D students, Masters’ and
undergraduate students at 700,000 naira per student, and expect
well-to-do Nigerians to support their cause so as to arrest youth'’s
helplessness and hopelessness that make some of them say : let
Nigeria never happen to you.

The main lectures delivered by Niyi Yusuf, chairman Nigerian
Economic Summit Group and Sheikh Dawud Alfa Nla Abdul Ma-
jeed were well discussed by Dr Jubril Salaudeen and Prof Jameelah
Yaqub.

According to Prof Jameelah Yaqub Nigeria’s population is 40 per
cent youth, the type of population capable of occupying a mid-
field in football parlance and goals could be scored against op-
ponents galore; in this respect sustainable food production to
secure food security for sustainable livelihood of both the at-
tackers and the defenders, in effect for now and tomorrow Nige-
rians respectively.

However, Nigeria is yet to properly define the goals it wants to
score hence directionless youth population, and the leadership
keeps on setting reform paths that are meant to accomplish the
goals of Nigeria’s oppressors who get the leadership to continue
borrowing to the detriment of its youth who are not carried along
in knowing what the borrowing glee is supposed to achieve.
Againitkeeps on creating wider gaps of trust deficit between the
led and the leaders.

For example, India had a policy of never depending on any coun-
try for the feeding of their over 1.4 billion people occupying a
landspace of 3.287million Km2 and sea space of 7,516 times UN al-
lowable 370.4km seaward. And it cultivates wheat, maize, rice,
pulses and millet, enough to take care of its population starting
with 330million tonnes of grain production annually. So enor-

mous compared to only 2imillion tonnes produced by Nigeria for
200 million people.

Itis like for every Indian O.2 tonne of grain is available, that is ca-
pable of satisfying 3000 calorie need of each Indian, against just
0.1for every Nigeria; and a Nigerian’s share of both space and sea
shores is about twice that of an Indian, hence a case of not put-
ting in good use what is available to Nigeria including its youth
population.

In effect, very weak cost - benefit analysis is seen in all govern-
ment policy in Nigeria; that is winners-take all types of reform
policy. For example, hiking fuel price is assumed to profit effec-
tively the government with more money in its coffer and it is not
expected to call for interest rate hike by the CBN as it makes gov-
ernment the winner in all, keeping weak and average Nigerians as
the losers.

Even as the losers, the youth that occupy the middle field ought
tobe helped to find reason why they should be hopeful by seeing
a compassionate government, not a government that keep on
borrowing when it still remains the winner in its economic re-
form and as well supported by CBN that goes floating treasury
bills with coupon rate of about 19 per cent indicating that the
trust threshold of Nigeria is very much below ‘B’ rating.

Still the government is not encouraging social education that
could allow the youth buy into any policy it plans to embark on.
Imploring the youth to be responsible, Dr. Muiz Banire has this to
say: Those who follow and obey their leaders blindly without
question become ‘yes-men’;and allow incompetent governance
of their nation to take society down the drain, will be held ac-
countable on the day of Resurrection, they will be punished and
will regret it.

According to one of the lady organisers, Ramadan period is the
time God closes the gate of Hell and expects faithfuls to see the
light to the gate of heaven, hence both Nigeria’s leadership and
the followers should aim at doing good so as to merit getting
through to the gate of heaven in coming period of Ramadan.Itis
like having both leaders and followers performing respectively
for the expected gate of Heaven to be opened unto Nigerians in
the current hardship.

Dr Jubril Salaudeen was more concerned about Nigerian leaders
not emulating America that does not pay debts and only print
dollars and export it to other climes. Hence, printing more naira

that must be exchanged to dollars so as to pay Nigeria’s debt still
makes government plying the infantile route or playing the os-
tritch as the populace go on suffering.

It brings to bear, the current Binance imbroglio in Nigeria in
which no fewer than 10million Nigerians are reported to have
subscribed to Binance business activities and operate there in dol-
lars at the detriment of naira and the local production processes.
Just like Buhari government printed or claimed to have been al-
lowed to access N23 trillion naira thatis not seen in local space as
adding to productive process and could have been possibly ex-
changed into dollars to enter into Binance space.

It is as well as seeing Nigerian government exporting naira at a
very great discount rate, not so much so different from offering
trillions of naira treasury bill at a great discount of 19 per cent
which could be further depreciated by hedge fund speculators to
reach at the current interest rate in Nigeria of 29 per centas CBN
keep on mopping up presumed excess liquidity that makes no
sense to the ordinary Nigerian that is expected to buya bag of rice
ataboutN75,000 when his expected minimum wage is N30,000
and government is not encouraging local production of grains
asitis done in India.

Another aspect that Dr. Salaudeen expects to take shape is ask-
ing all transactions in Nigeria to be carried out in Naira like it is
done in Egypt. There, again, corruption in both private and pub-
lic domains could fight such policy unless Bureau de Change
companies, Binance, and Nigerian Stock Exchange are made to
be truly Nigerian, never to think of international competitors.

Youth economy expects Nigerian youths, 40 per cent of the pop-
ulation as expressed by Prof. Yaqub, to be seriously in production
line, food security production minded, which is possible in the
expansion of agro - industries, not in shady deals of the type of
Binance or foreign exchange currency speculation.

Youths consume a lot of energy either by their feeding process or
mobility process and if such mass, raw and potential energy in
them, is ignited and enhanced in production sites as enabled by
governmentand genuine agro-industry entrepreneurs, not by in-
ternet or cyber fraud ‘Malpreneurs’, this Ramadan period could
really see the gate of Hell permanently closed for Nigerians to
start breathing well on the way to Heaven gate.

Ariole, Ph.D, is of French and Francophone Studies,

University of Lagos.
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Mandatory currency devaluation ruins a nation

By Francis E. Oghimi

Ah& development programmes imple-
ented by Nigeria since independence
have always been conceived in Britain and
America. Nigeria began with National Plans
1960-1985, then the Structural Adjustment
Programme (SAP) 1986-now.

The programmes conceived in the West for
Africa usually lack growth-promoting ele-
ments. They always promote unemployment,
povertyand abstract and fruitless arguments.
Nigeria would not have adopted the national
plansand SAP had Nigerians the competence
to assess a development programme.

The naira exchanged 194 units to one dollar
in the official market up to the month of May
2015. It experienced more devaluation in the
period 2015-2023, N460 to the dollar in May
2023.Italmost exchanging N2000 to the dol-
lar.

Is the devaluation of the naira the way for-
ward for the Nigerian economy? No! Manda-
tory currency devaluation ruins a nation; itis
not the way forward for any nation. The Nige-
rian Foreign Exchange Market was intro-
duced to Nigeria as part of the SAPs
introduced to indebted African nations by the
World Bank and IMF in the early 1980s.

Amandatory devaluation is one forced on a
nation under the pretext that the nation is
under the pressure of scarcity of foreign cur-
rencies. Germany was the first nation to be
forced to adopt the German SAP in the period
1919-1923. The World Bank and IMF did not ex-
ist then. Germany as the leader of the Axis
powers lost World War I to the Western Allied
powers.

The Allied demanded $33 billion from Ger-
many as war reparations. Germany could not
pay. Consequently, the Allies forced Germany
to sign the Versailles treaty, which contained
the mandatory currency devaluation
progamme. That was the German SAP.

The German mark had exchanged 4.2 units
to the dollar in 1918 at the end of the war. The
German SAP started in 1919. One year into the
German SAP, 1920, the German Mark ex-

changed for 63 units to the Dollar.In 1921,200
Marks exchanged for one Dollar. In1922,2000
Marks exchanged for one Dollar. By 1923, the
German Mark collapsed, 4.2 trillion Marks ex-
changed for one Dollar. The German econ-
omy was destroyed. Though Germany was a
world power, the Germans and Germany
were humiliated.

The Nigerian SAP which began in 1986 was
forced on the nation because Nigeria was in-
debted to foreign creditors. The Nigerian ex-
perience 1986 to 2015 may be reported as
follows: In 1985, the Naira was equivalent to
112.4 Cents. In 1986, one Naira exchanged for
49.5 Cents. In 1993, the Naira exchanged for
4.5 Cents.In1998, one Naira exchanged for1.2
Cents. In 2004 the Naira exchanged for 0.7
Cent. The Naira exchanged for 0.5 Cent in
2015 and the Naira is exchanging for about
0.05 Cent today.

Could the Allied powers have introduced
German to the German SAP to strengthen the
Germany economy and the German military
atthe end of the war? No! The humiliation of
the Germans and the destruction of the Ger-
man economy were evident immediately
and at the end of the punitive programme in
four years. It is the reason the first Woman
Prime Minister of Britain, Baroness Margaret
Thatcher, once said that when you want to de-
stroy a nation, first, you destroy the currency.
It is the reason Britain always defends the
Pound Stirling.

The German experience is sufficiently in-
structive. President Bola Ahmed Tinubu
(PBAT), cannot claim that subjecting the
Naira to disgraceful market forces joke is in-
novative. The Nigerian SAP is almost 38 years.
It has always been an unnecessary attack on
Nigerians and Nigeria. Our curiosity-driven
research summarised in our book, “Under-
standing why privatisation is promoting un-
employment and poverty and delaying
industrialisation,” showed that it lacked
growth-promoting elements and promotes
unemployment and poverty and de-indus-
trialisation. It has been a waste of time. PBAT
should stop the attack and face the real issues

of development - promoting sustainable eco-
nomic growth, industrialisation and devel-
opment, SEGID and solving the pressing
problems of mass unemployment, low pro-
ductivity, poverty and insecurity.

The German people rose, abandoned the
German SAP and restored their honour. The
Commissioner for National Currency,
Hjalmer Greecy Schat promptly stopped
printing the mark and issued a new currency
(the Rent-mark) that was equal to one trillion
old markand restore the exchange rate of 4.2
Mark to the Dollar.

World War I (WW IT) was probably caused by
the German SAP. John Maynard Keynes had
warned Britain to be ready for WW II if it
signed the Versailles treaty. Why would the
West subject African nations to SAP again?
Was it for lack of a sense of history or wicked-
ness?

Economists, accountants and bankers do
not understand how the economy works.
They lack a sense of history and do not un-
derstand the science of sustainable eco-
nomic growth, industrialisation and
development. They are only good at sustain-
ing abstract and irrelevant arguments about
the economy. Africa will stagnate as long as
economists and related institutions like the
World Bank and IMF continue to influence
the planning in the continent.

Economists and related institutions claim
that irresponsible devaluation will lead to
market-determined exchange rate, make the
naira a convertible currency and promote in-
flow of foreign investment into Nigeria. What
became the market-determined exchange
rate for the German Mark, the currency of a
world power in the period 1919 t01923?

The Nigerian SAP has sapped and disgraced
Nigerian for 38 years. The Convertibility of a
currency is notachieved through mandatory
devaluation. A convertible currency is one
owned by a productive nation. It is the cur-
rency of an economy which produces a non-
negligible proportion of the total quantity of
goods produced in the world in a year.

The American Dollar, the British Pound and

the Japanese Yen are convertible currencies
because the United States, Britain and Japan,
each produces a non-negligible proportion of
the total quantity of the goods produced in
the world in a year. Hence many nations
which buy the goods need Dollar, Pound and
Yen to pay for them.

So, what is now the way forward? Learning
(education, training, employment and re-
search) is the primary basis of achieving
SEGID in a nation. Capital investments, in-
cluding foreign investments do not promote
SEGID. So, no wise nation destroys its currency
to attract foreign investments. No one has
been learning since the Nigerian SAP began in
1986. The apprenticeship system is dead in
Nigeria.

Usually, the currency of a nation serves as a
means of exchange. Mandatory devaluation
destroys the production system of a nation by
drastically increasing speculation in the na-
tion and making the destroyed currency and
foreign currencies tradable commodities. In
Lagos and many other towns in Nigeria, you
hear of dollar-pound, dollar-pound, like buy
guguru/epa, akamu and akara. The youths are
eitherjapaing, selling imported articles in the
streets or riding motor cycles toirkaliving or
idle.

Production has been dropping since 1986. So,
unemployment has been increasing, true in-
flation, poverty and insecurity have been in-
creasing. SAP was introduced to humiliate
Nigeria and other African nations.

Anation with an agricultural economy is nec-
essarily poor. To subject an artisan/agricul-
tural nation to SAP is wickedness on the part
of the World Bank and IME
The way forward is to abandon SAP, adopt a
fixed exchange rate, mobilise all Nigerians
for integrated learning (education, training,
employment and research) and accelerated
industrialisation. Japan mobilised her citi-
zens for learning 1886-1905 and became in-
dustrialised. China did the same 1949-early
1980s and achieved rapid industrialisation.
Ogbimi can be reached via:fogbimi@ya-
hoo.com

Making investment in women a top priority

By Victor Emejuiwe

Aiwe celebrate the International Women’s Day, there are
eeds to take practical steps to implement a robust
agenda thatwould address the inequality gap and lack of in-
clusivity affecting women in Nigeria. This year’s event should
go beyond lip service or the ceremonious affinity associated
with the event and concrete actions should be taken to fully
invest in Women.

Investment in women should be made a top priority be-
cause no society can thrive in a scale of balance if a major
population that makes up the society (such aswomen)is less
empowered.

It is also common knowledge that the determination of
functional societies with records of economic and social de-
velopments as recorded in advanced countries are found in
domains with positive indicators of women empowerment.
Currently, Nigerian women have been excluded in so many
ways; most of which includes; poor enrollment level of fe-
males in schools.

Statistics shows that the number of female enrollments in
most states especially in northern Nigeria compared to their
male counterparts is abysmally low. Also, the governance in-
dicators on political inclusion of women is unfavorably in-
balanced. Despite the affirmative action to offer Women 35
per cent of political inclusion, a report published by pre-
mium times reveals that 10th assembly has only three
women out of 109 senators and 17 women out of 390 House
of Reps’ members which is below five per cent for both cham-
bers.

On the part of the executive, the women represented in the
cabinet of President Bola Ahmed Tinubu represent just18.75
per cent which is far less than the required 35 per cent affir-
mative action. Coupled with this fact is the health and well-
being of Nigerian women, the maternal mortality rate of

pregnant and nursing mothers has remained at an all-time
low, putting women at risk of child bearing.

Women in the informal sector have also suffered exclusion
from government programmes and policies despite the eco-
nomic hardship experienced in Nigeria, most women in
Nigeria are compelled to struggle for daily survival to sup-
port the running of the home. The market women who sell
vegetables, tomatoes and other household items have been
totally excluded from any form of social security from the
government, with major exclusion experienced in the health
insurance sector.

The exclusion of women in the informal sector has led them
to resort to alternative medical treatments that endangers
their life and well- being. Having highlighted a few of the
challenges, it is necessary that the government pay attention
to the implementation of its policies on women inclusion.
One of the major policies that addresses the above concern,
which requires full implementation, is the National Gender
Policy 2021-2026. Some key objectives of the policy aim to ex-
plore and fully harness women’s human capital assets as a
growth driver for national development through Women’s
economic empowerment.

Advance women'’s participation and representation in lead-
ership and governance as well as support Women and Girl’s
education, lifelong health, survival and sustainable develop-
ment.

Also, the ministerial agenda for women empowerment and
societal transformation produced by the ministry of Women
affairs was strategically designed to uplift communities
through Women empowerment, education, and law en-
forcement. To address the prevalence of illiteracy and out-of-
school children, the policy proposes to implement a
comprehensive education initiative focused on skill acquisi-
tion and vocational education.

The implementation of this agenda is an investment prior-

ity that should benefit young Girls and women.

The agenda also plans to liaise with NGOs to organise existing
women cooperative societies into women affinity groups and
provision of essential processing machines and equipment
to empower women in various sectors.

Budgetary allocations should prioritise this across sectors.
Also, government monetary and fiscal policies should main-
stream Women for financial inclusion. In addition, Women
should have access to soft loans to enable them to upscale
their business and continue to support their families. To re-
duce maternal mortality, Pregnant women should be ac-
corded free health insurance as obtained in S.25 of the
National Health Insurance Authority Act.

Efforts should be made to provide social security in the form
of affordable and qualitative health insurance as a top prior-
ity for Women. To achieve this, women in the informal sector
should be grouped in a formalised structure according to
their line of occupation and registered to access health in-
surance. For instance, association of Women farmers can be
registered under one health insurance umbrella, the same
goes for market women association, small scale women etc.

This would guarantee their productivity and increase their
life expectancy. The plans contained in the various govern-
ment policy agenda should be costed and implemented ac-
cordingly.

In conclusion, women should not be left out of the political
space, governments at all levels must show strong commit-
mentin the inclusion of women in all facets of governance by
ensuring that the affirmative action on Women serves as a
strong basis for future appointments and elective positions
in the country.

Emejuiwe is a Monitoring and Evaluation/Strategic Commu-
nication Manager. He wrote from Center for Social Justice Abu-
jaand can be reached via: 08068262366.
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Brent crude: $82.231| WTI crude: $779I
High OpEx sees Guinness, Int'] Breweries raise prices across product lines

By Tobi Awodipe
ESPITE the relative for-
eign exchange stability
in the last two weeks, rising
operating costs, skyrocketing
prices of raw materials, high
energy and transport costs
amongst other issues have
seen more local brewers
increase the cost of goods.
Guinness Nigeria Plc will,
from tomorrow, implement
new prices across major

product lines.
Earlier, International
Breweries (ABInBev),

increased all product lines
while Nigerian Breweries had
earlier reviewed its prices, cit-
ing the high cost of produc-
tion.

Inamemo toits partners, the

acting Commercial Director
for ~ Guinness  Nigeria,
Olusanya Adesanya, blamed
the increase on prevailing eco-
nomic realities, which have
impacted significantly on the
costs of production materials
and the cost of doing busi-
ness.

Adding that the increase is

on select SKUs in their beer
and MSS categories, he said it
takes effect immediately.

Under the beer category,

affected drinks include
stouts  (Guinness  and
Guinness Smooth), malts

(Malta Guinness and Dubic
Malt) and ready-to-drink spir-

its (Smirnoff Ice and Orijin).
Under the mainstream

spirits, affected drinks
include Orijin Bitters and
Herbal Gin, Gordon’s Pink
Berry, Sunset Orange and
Moringa Citrus, Smirnoff X1
Smooth and Choco and
Captain Morgan.

In a similar memo to dis-

tributors, bulk-breakers
and retailers,  District
Manager for the West,
ABInBev, Hans Darfour, said
the company is forced to
increase prices due to escalat-
ing costs of operations.

In a price check of some of

the affected products, small
stout that retailed for about

FOREX MARKET UPDATE

N500 now goes for between
N800-900, an 80 per cent
increase. Big Stout retails for
N1000 from N700, a 43 per
cent increase while Castle Lite
retails for N800 from N500,
showing a 60 per cent
increase. Trophy is showing a
40 per cent increase, moving
to N700 from N500 while
Gulder retails for N1000 from
N600, a 67 per cent increase.
Malta Guinness can that
retailed for N300 now goes
for N400, a 34 per cent
increase.
The increase is coming on
the heels of industry experts
warning that manufacturers
were labouring under the
burden of escalating produc-

: )

Deputy Managing Director, African Guarantee Fund (AGF), Ms Sibi Lawson (left); Group Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer, United Bank
for Africa(UBA), Oliver Alawuba; Group CEO, African Guarantee Fund, Jules Ngankam; and Group Deputy Managing Director, UBA, Muyiwa
Akinyemi, during the signing of partnership between UBA and AGF where the latter will guarantee $50m of UBA's new $100m Loans to SMEs
operating across the 20 African countries, in Lagos.... yesterday.

FG insists on commercialisation of research works to create jobs

By Adaku Onyenucheya

E federal government
has called for commer-
cialisation of research out-
comes to boost job creation
for the teeming population.
The Minister of Innovation,
Science and Technology,
Uche Geoffrey Nnaji, during
a facility tour of the Federal

Institute of  Industrial
Research, Oshodi (FIIRO),
said there is a need for more
funding of research, devel-
opment and technology
institutions as well as com-
mercialisation of research in
the country.

The minister said many of

the researched products
such as cassava and plantain

flour, much of which is
imported, could be pro-
duced locally to create more
jobs and conserve the for-
eign exchange spent on
importation of raw materi-
als.

He said the country needs
innovation, science and
technology for economic
development, noting that

more investment would
ensure the researched prod-
ucts see the light of the day.
Nnaji also called on
investors to patronise local-
ly produced goods and equip-
ment for the development of
the country, adding that such
an effort would create more
job opportunities and boost
revenue for the country.

tion costs, rising costs of raw
materials, high transport and
rising energy costs amongst
other issues which are squeez-
ing profit margins for brewers.

The third quarter of last year

showed that brewers’
income costs stood at almost
70 per cent of total revenue
with all of them declaring loss-

CPPE tasks FG on strength

I&E window: ¥1617.96

es after tax. The firms which
included  international
breweries, Guinness Nigeria,
Champion Breweries and
Nigerian Breweries record-
ed cumulative input costs of
N44156 billion after the
third quarter of last year
from N401.87 billion in the
same period in 2022.

ening

expatriate legal framework

By Gloria Nwafor and Adaku
Onyenucheya
E Centre for the

Promotion of Private
Enterprise (CPPE) has tasked
the Federal Government with
strengthening already exist-
ing extant laws and regula-
tions within the framework
of the Nigeria Immigration
Act and the Expatriate Quota
Handbook that squarely
addresses the outcomes con-
templated in the Expatriate
Employment Levy (EEL).

The CPPE stated this while
commending President
Bola Tinubu and his team for
suspending the implementa-
tion of the contentious EEL.
The Chief Executive Officer,
CPPE, Dr Muda Yusuf, said
the handbook is robust and
comprehensive and covers
the critical issues of technolo-
gy transfer, localisation of
jobs, and restrictions of some
categories of expatriates
from entry into the country,
based on current skill gaps.
He also pointed to the
National Content Act and
Presidential Executive Orders
Three and Five that focus on
localisation of procurement
and service opportunities.
Muda said the FG should
strengthen the institutional
and regulatory effectiveness
of the Ministry of Interiorand
the Immigration Service to

ensure compliance and
enforcement of the extant
laws and regulations.

"We do not need a new poli-

cy, regulation or handbook
on the employment of expa-
triates. A new regulation or
policy will be superfluous.
The current regulations or
handbook could be tweaked

if necessary," he stated.

He stressed that other gaps

need to be addressed such
as the compromise of rele-
vant institutions over the
years.

The CPPE boss also noted

the weakness in regula-
tions, which have paved the
way for expatriates operat-
ing in the retail sector in the
open markets, thereby com-
peting unfairly with local
market women and men.

According to him, expatri-

ates are taking up shops in
the nation's traditional mar-
kets, thereby displacing the
indigenous traders who can-
not compete with them.

Muda said there are similar

concerns expressed by
indigenous retailers in the
computer, electronics, tex-
tiles, fabrics, and fashion
accessories, where expatri-
ates are competing with
them at the retail end of the
market.

He said some of these com-

panies, which include man-
ufacturers, distributors and
retailers, dominate the
entire value chain.

The CPPE boss said, while

Nigeria does not lack
expertise in retail trading,
these issues need to be
addressed by the immigra-
tion service and the Ministry
of Interior.

Meanwhile, the Nigeria

Employers' Consultative
Association (NECA) has com-
mended the  Federal
Government through the
Ministry of Interior and
Ministry of Industry, Trade
and Investment for putting
on hold the implementation
of the EEL.

Nigeria, others raise concerns about terrorism financing in West Africa

* Seek regional cooperation to stop trend

By Joseph Chibueze, Abuja

E federal government
has called on member
states of the Economic
Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) to forge a
common front in the fight
against terrorism financing

in the sub-region.
Director/CEO of the
Nigerian Financial

Intelligence Unit (NFIU),
Hafsat Bakari, stated this yes-
terday at the opening of the
Training of Trainers (ToT)
workshop on Countering the

Financing of Terrorism (CFT)
for ECOWAS Anglophone
Member States under the
ECOWAS Counter Terrorism
Action Plan.

The workshop is organised

by the Inter-Governmental
Action Group against Money
Laundering in West Africa
(GIABA).

Bakari, who is also the

National Correspondent of
GIABA, said the threat of ter-
rorism remains a pressing

concern across the globe.
“The insidious nature of ter-
rorism not only threatens
the lives of innocent people
but also undermines the very
fabric of our societies and
economies. One of the key pil-
lars in our collective fight
against terrorism is counter-
ing the financing that sus-
tains these nefarious activi-
ties," she said.
She noted that blocking the
channels, routes and tech-

niques used to move the
funds within countries and
across the borders requires
cooperation not just at a
national level but also at a
regional level.

"This can only be achieved
through a proper under-
standing and application of
the role of the military, intelli-
gence services, law enforce-
ment agencies, prosecutors
and the judiciary in this col-
lective endeavour," the NFIU
boss said.

She said the training, which

will equip stakeholders
with the knowledge, skills,
and strategies necessary to
combat the financing of ter-
rorism effectively is a step in
the right direction.

"This ToT serves as a pivotal

platform for us to enhance
our understanding of the
evolving tactics employed by
terrorist organisations to
fund their operations.
Through collaborative
efforts and the exchange of
best practices, we aim to

strengthen our capacity to
detect, disrupt, and disman-
tle the financial networks
that enable terrorism to
thrive," she said.

She expressed satisfaction
with the level of Nigeria's
participation in the training,
adding that it reflected the
multi-agency approach
championed by President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu and
encapsulated in the National
Counter-Terrorism Strategy
and the National Counter-
Terrorism Financing Strategy.
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multinational real estate

Company desires to engage highly

competent, result criented
professionals with proven track record in
high-rise property construction, design
and project management to fill the
above listed vacant positions.

The positions offers very attractive and
competitive remuneration packages as
well as challenging prospects for the
successful candidates.

QUALIFICATIONS, EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS

* Minimum of good Bachelor's degree in fields
relevant to the positions: Architecture, Civil/
Building or Structural Engineering, from a
reputable university. Post-graduate
degree(s) will be added advantage.

* Proven expertise with a minimum of eight
(10) years relevant experience Real Estate
Industry

« Cerfification in Project Management is an
added advantage

« Cerfification and Vast Experience in Project
Management will be added advantages

* Ability fo multitask including coordinating
and managing several projects, with solid
project and change management skills.

* Ability fo align, inspire and influence

@ SENIOR CIVIL/BUILDING ENGINEERS REF: SCBE

® SENIOR STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS REF: SSE

outsourced/external partners and teams for
resulfs.

* A can-do attitude, strong leadership, and
organizational management skills.

* Good problem solving, innovation,
analyfical, presentation and interpersonal
skills.

* Membership of professional bodies, like
COREN, NSE, NIA, PMP, etc, essential.

* Applicants earning less than Twenty-five
Million naira (N25m) need not apply.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

* Support and ensure the effective and
efficient design of buildings and structures as
may be required.

* Assess technical requirements and provide
technical advice for project related inputs
such as appropriate construction materials,

METHOD OF APPLICATION

Candidates who meet the above requirements should forward a soft copy of their applications with a

TOP PROFESSIONALS NEEDED IN
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION

® SENIOR ARCHITECTS
® SENIOR PROJECT MANAGERS REF: SPM

REF: SA

the computation of loads and stresses data
as well as environmental impact assessment.

* Work with other project feams members
(including colleagues and building
contractors) both onsite and offsite to
ensure the effective and efficient
implementation of structural design
specifications and in particular, required HSE
guidelines.

» Work with statutory planning officials to
secure required regulatory approvails for
building and related projects.

* Handle mulfiple project coordination and
construction- Finance, Procurement and
Preoperational set-up.

* Maintain an updated project-monitoring log
and provide timely communication fo
crifical stakeholders on status and technical
evaluation of projects.

scanned copy of passport photograph and Cumiculum Vitae to: projectdirectors2024@gmail.com
within two weeks from the date of this advertisement. Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted via

email and/or by SMS to the telephone number provided.

JARDIN NIGERIA LTD.

Position: Lead Architect/ Landscape Architect

Responsibilities:

schematics, presentations, renders & 3D designs.
s Any other additional tasks related to the role.
Requirements:

e  University Degree in Architecture or Landscape Architecture.

Lumion, Revit).

Position: Site Supervisor

Responsibilities:

s Oversee the planning, coordination, and execution of projects.

+  Coordinate with the design & project management teams.

*  Ensure projects adhere to timelines, budgets, and quality standards.
s Any other additional tasks related to the role.

Requirements:

Certification is a plus.
e Minimum 5-years’ experience as a Site Supervisor.

Position: Workshop Manager

Responsibilities:
workshop.
inventory & expenditure.
®  Enforce cleanliness, quality assurance & adhesion to HSE measures.

Requirements:
e  University Degree in Mechanical Engineering or similar sector.

e  Coordinate a multi-disciplinary team to produce detailed working drawings including conceptual,

s Liaise with the site execution team through frequent site visits and evaluations.

. University Degree in relevant sector- i.e. Engineering, Construction Management, etc. PMP

e Oversee all maintenance & repair activities taking place in our machinery, vehicle & equipment

+  Coordinate effectively with other departments to anticipate needs for ongoing & upcoming projects.
*  Management of resources including coordination with suppliers for purchase and tracking of

e Minimum 5 years’ experience as a Workshop Manager in a construction company.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN AN EXTERNAL WORKS & LANDSCAPING COMPANY | :

Location: Abuja, Nigeria

Responsibilities:

Position: Farm & Ornamental Nursery Manager

e  Manage all aspects of the agricultural & ornamental plants production- planting schedules, reports,

quality & process control, and crop management.

etc.

. General maintenance & management of the existing facilities — irrigation, generators, roads, security,

e Liaise with the design & operation teams to ensure seamless coordination between projects and

nursery activities.

e Any other additional tasks related to the role.

e Minimum 5-years’ experience in an Architectural or Landscaping design company.
. Proficient in design software (i.e. AutoCAD, ArchiCAD, SketchUp, Adobe Creative Suite, 3Dmax,

Requirements:

. University Degree in Agronomy, Agriculture or Horticulture.

Location: Abuja, Nigeria

e Minimum 5 years’ experience managing agricultural and/ or horticultural production.

Interested candidates are invited to submit their CVs and Portfolios to info@jardin.com. Please include

"[Position Title] - [Your Name]" in the subject line.

General Compensation & Conditions:
*  Competitive salary & benefits based on experience and contribution.

¢  All candidates should have University degrees or equivalent & 5 years’ experience.

¢  Knowledge of materials, techniques & equipment- able to interpret design plans into actionable tasks.

Location: Abuja, Nigeria

e All positions are based in Abuja.

Location: Abuja, Nigeria
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY COMPLEX
THREE ARMS ZONE, ABUJA, NIGERIA
COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION REVIEW

Call for Memoranda

n exercise of the powers conferred on the Legislature by Sections 4, 8 and 9 of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (as Amended) and
Order 20, Rule 30 of the Standing Orders of the House of Representatives
(11"  Edition) and the Legislative Agenda of the 10" House of
Representatives, the Deputy Speaker and Chairman, House of Representatives Committee on
Constitution Review, Rt. Hon. Benjamin Okezie Kalu is pleased to invite the Executive and
Judicial bodies, State Governments, Women Groups, Academics, Civil Society Organizations,
Labour Unions, Professional bodies, Ethnic Nationalities, Traditional Institutions, Student bodies,
Nigerians in the Diaspora, Diplomats and the general public, to submit memoranda or proposals for
further alteration(s) of the 1999 Constitution (as amended) on the following thematic areas:

The Federal Structure and Power Devolution

Local Government/Local Government Autonomy

Public Revenue, Fiscal Federation and Revenue Allocation

Nigerian Police and Nigerian Security Architecture

Comprehensive Judicial Reforms

Electoral Reforms to strengthen INEC to deliver transparent, credible, free and fair elections
Socio-economic and cultural rights as contained in Chapter 2 of the Constitution
Traditional Institutions

Gender Related Matters

Strengthening the Independence of oversight institutions and agencies created by the
Constitution or pursuant to an Act of the National Assembly

Residency and Indigene Provisions

Immunity

The National Assembly

Process of State creation

State access to mining

Any other matter that will promote good governance and welfare of all persons in our
country on the principles of Freedom, Equality and Justice.

1
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
T.
8.
9.
10.

Five (5) hard copies of all proposals and memoranda are to be submitted to the Secretariat of
the Committee at Room H331, House of Representatives White House, National Assembly
Complex, Abuja, not later than 10* April 2024. Soft copies should also be sent electronically to
the committee’s email address - info@hccr.gov.ng

SIGNED
Rt. Hon Benjamin Okezie Kalu
Deputy Speaker and Chairman, House of Representatives
Committee on Constitution Review

NP> UK International
With Support from: P I.H [: rZI'm Development
POLICY AKD LEGAL ROVOCACY CENTRE

Partnership | Progress | Prosperity
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Index rises further by N404 billion amid gains in Transcorp Power, others

By Helen QOji

E Nigerian Exchange
Limited (NGX) extended
gains, to reopen in an
upbeat yesterday, as appre-
ciation in Transcorp the
Power Plc and 33 stocks lift-
ed market capitalisation by
N404 billion.
The all-share index (ASI)
gained 713.99 points, repre-
senting a gain of 0.70 per
cent to close at 102,044.84
points. Also, market capital-
isation rose by N404 billion
to close at N57.697 trillion.

The upturn was driven by
price appreciation in large
and medium capitalised
stocks amongst which are;
Transcorp Power, Dangote
Sugar Refinery, NASCON
Allied Industries, Zenith
Bank and United Bank for
Africa (UBA).

Analysts at United Capital
Plc said: “We expect mixed
sentiments towards equi-
ties investments, with bear-
ish sentiment persisting at
the background, motivated
by the elevated interest rate
regime, and further indica-

Alake criticises desperate leaders,
warns Africa against debt trap

From Erest Nzor, Abuja

HAIRMAN of the African
Minerals Strategy Group

and Minister of Solid Minerals
Development, Dr Oladele
Alake, yesterday, called on
African countries rich in min-
erals to consider using their
proven mineral reserves as
equity in joint ventures
instead of taking loans that
exacerbate their people's
plight.

Alake expressed his concerns
regarding the pressure faced
by African governments from
loan marketers, despite the
global worry over their ability
to repay their debts.

Speaking at the Ministerial
Roundtable on Powering
Africa in Washington DC
recently, Alake deplored
unwholesome pressure on
African governments by
lenders despite global con-
cerns over the declining
capacity of many countries to
settle their debts.

Alake said: “It is an interest-
ing paradox that despite
their chronic indebtedness,
African countries remain the
target of institutional and pri-
vate loan sharks marketing

short and long-term credit to
ministries, departments and
agencies (MDAs).
“Indeed, in the first month
after a minister is sworn into
office, he is bombarded by
these marketers promising
above-the-table and under-
the-table deals.
“In the mining sector, where
the verified value of unex-
tracted minerals can be the
equity of the owner in joint
ventures, is a better financial
arrangement than the road to
chronic indebtedness.”
Recalling how he had taken
issues with indiscriminate
loan deals of African govern-
ments as a journalist, Alake
said: “Only loans that can be
liquidated by the returns on
the projects should be taken to
save the people from poverty.
“Thave criticised the predilec-
tion of Nigerian govern-
ments to sign the dotted lines
of loan agreements on the
flimsiest excuse mostly with
stiff conditions, which hurt
the common people.
Therefore, 1 believe African
governments should exercise
patriotic circumspection and
due diligence before commit-
ting their sovereignty."

UBA to support African SMEs with
$100 million in new deal

E African Guarantee Fund
(AGF) and United Bank for
Africa (UBA), yesterday; signed a
partnership to enable UBA to
provide $100 million in new
loans to small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) and busi-
ness owners across the 20
African countries where the
bank has a presence.
The AGF under this agree-
ment will support and guar-
antee SMEs with $50 million
portfolio guarantee as well as
facilitate extensive capacity
development for the bank’s
teeming customers who run
small businesses across the
continent, paying special atten-
tion to women-led businesses
and green finance projects.
UBA’s Group Managing
Director, Oliver Alawuba, who
spoke during the partnership
signing ceremony at UBA Head
Office in Lagos, said as Africa’s
Global Bank, UBAremains com-
mitted to supporting SMEs in
Africa, especially to women-
founded and managed busi-
nesses, given its robust net-
work, which is spread across
the 20 countries in Africa and

major global financial capi-
tals.

“This guarantee will catalyze

the bank's intervention for
SME business, women-led and
environment-friendly busi-
nesses, enabling us to further
extend our reach and impact.
Additionally, the extensive
capacity development initia-
tives planned for our SME cus-
tomers across 20 African coun-
tries align with our vision to
empower businesses, drive
innovation, and foster sustain-
able growth.

“I am particularly excited

about our focus on advanc-
ing the Africa Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA) initiative,
reaffirming UBA's $6 billion
commitment to SMES across
Africa. This initiative,
announced in September last
year, demonstrates our dedi-
cation to supporting the eco-
nomic integration of our con-
tinent,” he said.

Group CEO of African

Guarantee Fund, Jules
Ngankam, said the partner-
ship would significantly drive
economic growth across the
continent.

tion of Monetary Policy
Rate (MPR) tightening by
the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN), in line with its infla-
tion-targeting framework.
“However, we expect solid
corporate actions and fun-
damentals to continue to
spur bargain hunting
among investors.”

Also on whatwill shape the
market in the next trading
session, Vetiva Dealings and
Brokerage said: “The week
started off positive (ASI up
70bps). We are likely to see
the major drivers (banking
and consumer goods) sup-
port market performance
tomorrow.”

As measured by market
breadth, market sentiment
was positive, as 34 stocks
gained relative to 16 losers.
Honeywell Flour Mills and
NEM Insurance emerged
the highest price gainer of
10 per cent each to close at
N3.74 kobo and N6.05 kobo
respectively, while Dangote
Sugar Refinery followed
with a gain of 9.97 per cent
to close at N61.20 kobo.

NASCON Allied Industries
rose by 9.92 per cent to close
at N57.60 kobo while Wema
Bank appreciated by 9.79
per cent to close at N7.85
kobo. On the other side,

Prestige Assurance led oth-
ers on the losers’ chart with
10 per cent to close at 54
kobo per share.

LASACO Assurance fol-
lowed with a decline of 9.83
per cent to close at N2.11,
while UACN shed 9.68 per
cent to close at N12.60 kobo.
RT Briscoe went down by
8.16 per cent to close at 45
kobo, while International
Energy Insurance depreci-
ated by 7.74 per cent to close
at N1.55 kobo.

The total volume of trade
increased by 22 per cent to
436.897 million units, val-
ued at N17.099 billion, and
exchanged in 11344 deals.

Transactions in the shares
of Guaranty Trust Holding
Company (GTCO) led the
activity with 96.631 million
shares worth N4.024 bil-
lion.

Transnational
Corporation (Transcorp)
followed with an account
of 73.86 million shares val-
ued at N1.231 billion, while
Access Holdings traded
48.09 million shares val-
ued at N988.35 million.
UBA traded 21.581 million
shares worth N497.306
million, while NASCON
Allied Industries traded
19.575 million shares
worth N1.126 billion.
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This March, we started a conversation on Implementing Personalized Leadership Coaching & Mentoring. Last week, we dis-
cussed 5 Reasons Leaders Must Adopt A Coaching Leadership Style in 2024. This week, marks the second discussion in the
series and we will be equipping leaders with insights to enable them develop other coaching leaders on their teams.

Implementing personalised leadership coaching and mentoring I

NINE Ways To Develop
Coaching Leaders On Your
Team

NNUALLY, organisations

round the world have
admitted to incurring huge
costs and expenses, worth
millions and hundreds of
millions on training and
workshops for staff and man-
agement, with little or no
positive yield.
As a matter of fact, 41% of
business leaders, according
to the Global Human Capital
Trends 2019 report published
by Deloitte, affirm that their
organizations did fail to
meet up with the needed
leadership standards despite
the investments made in
that regard.
To accelerate leadership per-
formance and build sustain-
able institutions, we must
develop leaders who lever-
age a Coaching Leadership
Style (CLS). As mentioned on
The Peak Performer, coach-
ing leadership style brings
much value - fosters con-
ducive learning space,
enhances interactive skills of
the leader, increase empathy
quotient while also position-
ing your team for accelerated
growth.
You can consider the follow-
ing 9 strategies for adoption.
1. Launch a Coach
Leadership Funnel
A funnel strategy grooms a
few select people for the next
level of management
through special training, job
experiences, and coaching, It
is important to note that
these candidates must have
been made to go through a
variety of tests in order to
have been considered as
potential coach leaders.
2. Design A Development
Plan
A development plan is some-

what like a map to guide you
and your team through spe-
cific and strategic milestones
that have been set to be
achieved. This development
plan should contain seg-
ments thatwould cover areas
of strength as well as weak-
nesses, how much your team
members know and compre-
hend per time, their expert-
ise level and so much more.
3. Provide Training
Regularly
While training and work-
shops are great, not devising
a plan that is concordant or
customary will do more
harm than good, giving
room for inconsistency to
hamper their growth and
performance in the organiza-
tion. Never discourage your
team members from attend-
ing conferences and net-
working events when need-
ed and necessary as this will
hold back opportunities for
their onward development
as Coach Leaders.
4.Encourage Autonomy
and Offer Coaching and
Mentorship
When considering strategies
for developing members on
a team with the potential to
becoming Coach Leaders,
Mentoring and Coaching is
key which is why it is neces-
sary for leaders to constantly
rally employees to be self-dri-
ven and purposeful in taking
up initiatives which will
greatly help in boosting their
confidence and sharpening
their leadership skills with
the needed guidance and
support of course.
5.Listen
Asaleader, you can't effective-
ly develop others if you
haven't mastered the art of
listening - which is the ability
to comprehend the inten-
tion of a message as well as

the consciousness of attitude
and feelings of the sender of
the message.Having impres-
sive listening skills directly
affects engagement, commit-
ment and working relation-
ships with others in a nega-
tive or positive way.
6. Recognition
Feedback
Recognition as a means of
feedback and reward for
peak performance can help
boost self- confidence and
enthusiasm.Which is why
providing constructive feed-
backas aleaderis essential to
helping team members
improve on their perform-
ance in order to enable them
achieve their goals. At the
same time, regular feedback
reinforces the behaviors you
want to see more of, while
recognition builds trust and
creates a positive workenvi-
ronment.

7. Personal Development
Giving room for your team
members to undergo the
process of keeping up with
up-to-date trends in order to
stay relevant and effective
while also using a strong per-
sonal network to learn from
the ideas and experiences of
others is what is referred to
as personal development
and it's another strong factor
in developing coach leaders
on your team.

8.Time Management
Leaders who are poor at man-
aging their time well are
bound to suffer inefficiency
without ever having enough
time to spare to develop their
team members. This is why
planning and controlling
how you spend each hour in
your day to accomplish your
goals is a skill that both lead-
ers and members on a team
should imbibe in order to
meet deadlines effectively

and

and efficiently.

9.Value Your Team

Having the foresight to not
only recognize the potential
within others, but also guide
them to see that their diversi-
ty, capabilities, experiences,
and contributions are inte-
gral for the team in more
ways than they can imagine
will make them feel valued,
engaged and included while
also helping them to thrive,
both personally and profes-
sionally.

To further position your lead-
ers for peak performance,
you can download a free copy
of the latest edition of The
Peak Performer Magazine at
www.thepeakperformer.afric
a You can also enroll your
Mid-level Leadership Team
for the Made4More
Accelerator Program
https://abiolachamp.com/m4
m-accelerator and your
Senior Leadership Team for
the Dr. Abiola Salami
International  Leadership
Bootcamp MOMBASA 2024
https://abiolachamp.com/int
ernational-bootcamp/ We
also have an upcoming train-
ing for leaders in public serv-

i C e
www.abiolachamp.com/depi
ps|

About Dr. Abiola Salami

Dr. Abiola Salami is the
Convener of Dr Abiola Salami
International  Leadership
Bootcamp and The Peak
PerformerTM. He is the
Principal Performance
Strategist at CHAMP - a full
scale professional services
firm trusted by high perform-
ing business leaders for pro-
viding Executive Coaching,
Workforce Development &
Advisory Services to improve
performance. You can reach
his team on hello@abio-
lachamp.com and connect
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Entrepreneurshlp as tool for job creation

By 2030, over 40 per cent of
the global youth population
will be African while the
number of African youths is
expected to reach 830 million
by 2050. The growth trend is
exciting, given the
demographic dividend the
country stands to gain.
Unfortunately, Africa’s youth
bulge may not drive the
economic growth and wealth
creation that is expected

because more than one in four

young people in the continent
are not in employment,
education or training (NEET),
reports GLORIA NWAFOR.

THE lack of productive, formal
employment is increasingly
pushing Africa’s youth to start their
businesses as entrepreneurs.

Africa boasts the world’s highest
rates of entrepreneurship, with
more than one in five working-age
Africans starting a new business
and more than three-quarters of
the youth planning to start one
within five years.

The challenge is that this
entrepreneurship is mainly self-
employment in the informal
sector, which the International
Labour Organisation (ILO) classifies
as ‘“vulnerable employment.”
According to the ILO, 95 per cent of
Africa’s working youth fall into this
category, compared to less than 50
per cent in the Americas, Europe,
and Asia.
It said vulnerable employment is
reflected in low productivity, low
earnings, and difficult working
conditions.

The Guardian gathered that
whether in the informal or formal
sector, entrepreneurship in Africa
is often plagued with problems
including but notlimited to lack of
access to appropriate funding
instruments required to start,
maintain and grow a business.
Also, the high cost of operations
due to inadequate infrastructure,
poor macroeconomic conditions,
and government policies are
unsupportive to business.

Coupling these issues with low
levels of economic growth and
poor social protection schemes,
African economies are expected to
experience even more Yyouth
employment challenges in the
future.

The African Development Bank
(AfDB) estimates that each year, up
to12 million youths in Africaentera
workforce that has only 3.1 million
jobs available and consequently, 1.7
million new jobs need to be created
each month to meet employment
needs.

A Nigerian entrepreneur, founder
and Managing Partner, Agrolay
Ventures and the Nuli Juice
Company, Ada Osakwe, shared how
she experienced most of the
hurdles in 2016 when she launched
Nuli Foods, a medium-sized
agribusiness that manufactures
nutritious beverages with locally
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Cross section of youths during an entrepreneurship programme.

grown fruits and vegetables.
According to her, Nuli has
contributed to Nigeria’s economic
landscape by creating jobs for
youth, reducing post-harvest losses,
creating steady incomes for
smallholder farmers and giving
Nigerians access to better nutrition.
However, she said that building the
business has come with significant
challenges, including difficulties
securing financing from banks and
public institutions, high operating
costs, crippling inflation rates and
instability in government policies.
The Guardian reports that despite
the myriad challenges facing
anyone trying to build a business in
Africa, African youth continue to
have a strong entrepreneurial spirit,
leading to entrepreneurship being
considered as the solution to
Africa’s job malaise.
This, The Guardian gathered, is
partly fueled by the increasing
influence of digital technologies
that provide new opportunities for
innovation across sectors.
Consequently, over the last decade,
billions of dollars have been
committed to developing Africa’s
entrepreneurs. However, most
public and donor-funded youth
projects are failing to adequately
provide systemic support Africa’s
young  entrepreneurs  need.
For example, a recent Voxdev report
states that approximately $1 billion
is spentyearly on entrepreneurship
training in developing countries.
The report also notes that the
returns from these investments are
not yielding economic and social
impacts.

Stakeholders believe that by
rethinking entrepreneur-led job
creation in Africa, economies must
begin to reconsider the models of
entrepreneurship support that
exist in Africa to ensure that young
people are not being blinded by a
false narrative of future wealth and
stability.

Osakwe said academic institutions,
governments, donors, and capital
providers should be more
intentional about promoting a
more enabling environment for

entrepreneurship to thrive to
create jobs on a massive scale in
Africa.

To achieve this, she said an
approach to consider was
providing focused support to “SME
Eagles.”

She noted that micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs)
account for 80 per cent to 90 per
cent of jobs on the continent,

making  them significant
contributors to socio-economic
development.

“Among these are enterprises that
have demonstrated remarkable
resilience because they have
perfected their business models,
created strong  operational
structures, grown revenues, and
expanded their businesses, despite
being faced with the Africa-specific
challenges outlined above. These
businesses can be referred to as
SME Eagles. SME Eagles can provide
stable, wage employment for
millions of young people, serving
as anchors that create and sustain
jobs.

“An example is a 150-tons-per-day
milk processing factory in
northern Nigeria, owned by a 30-
year-old entrepreneur. To meet the
needs of the factory, this
entrepreneur  developed an
effective “outgrow” model with
milk collection centers where
rural pastoralists, the majority of

11
By rethinking
entrepreneur-led job
creation in Africa,

economies must begin to
reconsider the models of
entrepreneurship support

that exist in Africa to
ensure that young people
are not being blinded by a

false narrative of future
wealth and stability.

whom are youths and women,
deposit their milk daily in return
for an income. Today, 18,000
farmers are part of this SME Eagle’s
network, after only one year of
operation. That's 18,000 new;,
stable jobs, with the potential for
thousands more as the factory
expands production. Catalysing
entrepreneur-led job creation with
SME Eagles will require providing
affordable  capital through
blended finance mechanisms,” she

said.

In her submission, Executive
Director, FATE  Foundation,
Adenike Adeyemi, said

accelerating productive MSMEs
was the much-needed catalyst for
Nigeria’s socio-economic recovery.

She said that Nigeria’s recent
national growth plan and the

Renewed Hope Agenda of the Bola
Tinubu-led administration,
highlighted the opportunities that
MSMEs create for the achievement
of development objectives.

She said the support for MSMEs
was critical for Nigeria to return to
a path toward a prosperous,
sustainable and  equitable
economy.

Noting that young people are the
fastest-growing age segment and
those between the ages of 15 to 29
account for 42 per cent of MSME
entrepreneurs, according to the

Fate Foundation.
Adeyemi said with high
unemployment and

underemployment rates being a
challenge in Nigeria for that age
category, it was encouraging to see
more young people take on the
opportunity to build their own
economic pathways and create a
job for themselves through
entrepreneurship.

“With business growth being one
of our strong indicators of
entrepreneurial  performance,
Women entrepreneurs—who
make up 43 per cent of MSME
employees—showed better
productivity output as they
outperformed  their = male
counterparts within that indicator
level,” she said.

She expressed the foundation’s
belief that Nigeria’'s MSMEs could
become the main drivers of
economic recovery and inclusive
growth only if there is a strong
emphasis on enabling productive
enterprises in 2024.

According to her, “2023 was a
challenging year for Nigeria’s
MSMEs. Despite the “green shoots”
Nigeria experienced following the
re-opening of the economy in 2021-
22 after the pandemic, economic
development in late 2022 and 2023
was negatively impacted by the
flawed
implementation of the naira
redesign policy, the impact of fuel
subsidy removal, which increased
operational costs, and the
slowdown of economicactivity due
to the national and state-level
elections.”

In the foundation’s 2023 State of
Entrepreneurship Report, Adeyemi,
noted a  deterioration in
entrepreneurial performance with
over 90 per cent of entrepreneurs
surveyed indicating that the fuel
subsidy removal had and continues
to hurt their businesses.
She said while they contribute over
90 per cent to entrepreneurial
activityin Nigeria and make up 87.9
per cent of the country’s labour
force, she said over 90 per cent of
MSMEs are micro-enterprises with
suboptimal productivity and low
growth.

“When we apply a youth and
gender lens, however, we do see
some very bright spots,” she said.
In charting the pathway for a better
Nigeria in 2024, Adeyemi made the
following key policy priorities to
stimulate the entrepreneurial
ecosystem and enable inclusive and
broad-based growth for MSMEs.

According to her, changing
measurement indicators for MSME
investments to be age and gender
disaggregated and reflect socio-
economic impacts like decent jobs
created, revenue growth, and ability
to transition across segments (from
micro to small or medium levels).

She called for the removal of
regulatory  bottlenecks  and
harmonising multiple taxations to
galvanise business startup, growth

and sustainability.
She said that digitising required
regulatory processes and

procedures as well as creating
virtual and physical one-stop shops
atLocal Government levels (Nigeria
has 774 LGAs) can enable it at scale.
The Fate Foundation chief
mentioned the need to accelerate
the dual transition of youth and
women-led MSMEs (digital and
green)to enhance their pathways to
growth and improve their ability to
attain entrepreneurial success.
Additionally, she said
domesticating  the  African
Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) agreement was key to
improving  Nigeria’'s  MSME
competitiveness (currently at 47 per
cent)and fast track its participation
in regional and global trade.
According to her, Nigeria’s small
and growing businesses need to be
more productive to contribute
effectively to the growth and
development of the country.
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ICC, NNEW advocate improved women’s inclusion

By Gloria Nwafor

'HE Lagos State government,

the International Chamber
of Commerce (ICC) and the
Nigeria Employers
Consultative Association
(NECA) Network of
Entrepreneurship  Women
(NNEW) have joined forces to
call for greater inclusion of
women in all areas of society.
They submitted to this at this
year’s International Women’s
Day (IWD) event with the
theme ‘Inspire Inclusion’,
organised by ICCand NNEW in
Lagos, where stakeholders
highlighted the importance of
empowering women and
promoting  their  active
participation in various fields.

Lagos Commissioner for

Commerce, Cooperatives,
Trade and  Investment,
Folashade Ambrose-
Medebem, emphasised the
significance of inspiring
inclusion as a means to builda
fair and just society.

She stressed the importance
of recognising and celebrating
diversity while ensuring equal
opportunities for women and
girls.

Secretary-General of ICC
Nigeria, Olubunmi Osuntuyi,
urged both the government
and society to create an
enabling environment for

women to excel.
She emphasised the need for
gender balance and

opportunities for women to
occupy leadership positions
without  limitations  or

Groups train women
in financial literacy

By Ngozi Egenuka

MEN have been trained

on the importance of
financial literacy and its role in
promoting independence and
reducing poverty.
This was at a three-day
training on financial Literacy
for Women Survivors of
Domestic Violence in Lagos
State, organised by the
Women’s Rights and Health
Project (WRAHP) and Theresa
Williams Foundation (TWF)
under the SWARDA Project
(Strengthening Women’s
Awareness and Recovery from
Domestic Abuse).
Executive Director, Bose Ironsi,
said the primary objective of
the SWARDA Project was to

address the devastating
impact of domestic violence
against women by

empowering them through
financial literacy.
She said the training will
equip women survivors of
domestic  violence  with
essential skills to regain

control of their financial lives
and build a secure future.
“This initiative goes beyond
financial literacy; it is about
restoring dignity, confidence
and  selfsufficiency. By
equipping survivors with
practical tools, we empower
them to break free from cycles
of abuse and build brighter
futures. It is also to celebrate
International Women’s Day
2024 with the theme “Inspire
Inclusion,” she said.
Participants were trained on
budgeting and  money
management, why women’s
financial empowerment
matters, understanding
financial literacy  basics,
building financial skills, the
power of saving, mental health
and legal rights among others?
According to the Programme
Manager, WRAHP, Francis
Umoh, “Nigeria remains a
patriarchal society with men
exercising authority over
females in different spheres of
life such as politics, economics
and sexuality.”

barriers. effectively and contribute
President of NECA NNEW, significantly to the economy
Funmilayo Arowoogun, and society.

encouraged women to be  The event featured panel
confident, proactive and discussions with

supportive of one another.
She submitted that women
possess the necessary skills
and capabilities to lead

accomplished women from
various fields, including legal
advocacy, trade, and design,
who shared their experiences

and insights on bridging the society where women can

gender gap and empowering thrive and excel in all
women professionally.  endeavours.

As calls for greater women’s During the programme
inclusion  continue  to focused on gender inclusion
resonate, stakeholders are in the workplace, panelists

from various fields discussed
the challenges facing women
in their respective industries.

hopeful that concerted efforts
and collaborations will lead to
amore inclusive and equitable
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TENDER OPPORTUNITY ADVERTISEMENT

The Delivery of CCTV, Access Control Systems,

Services and Staff ID card production for the
British Council Offices in Abuja, Kano, Lagos, and

British Council invites bidders who are interested and capable of delivery of
consistent and excellent CCTV, Access Control Systems, Walk Through Metal
Detector Maintenance Services and Staff |ID card production across all British
Council offices in Nigeria (Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt & Kano).

The details (tender instructions) are in the tender documents which can be
-tendhost.co.uk/britishcouncil/aspx/Home

(Bidders will be required to register freely before they are able to access tender

in-tendhost.co.uk/britishcouncil/aspx/ProjectManage/3395
(Link to this tender — Reference BC/03395).

The submission deadline is 27th March 2024.

Detector Maintenance

Property
Guardian Jobs
SME” s[Buslness rage

Guardian Jobs ...

Education P,

Loss of document
Legal Notice

Eilardian Classifieds

| Change of Name

Health
Automobile
Fashion
Agro

age

www.guardian.ng

OVERSEAS AND LOCALLY,
SELF MOTIVATED

VACANCY ! VACANCY ! VACANCY !
ALEADING INSURANCE COMPANY IN NIGERIA
REQUEST THE SERVICES OF RESULT ORIENTED,
KETING EXECUTIVES.

QUALIFICATION: B.SC. HND, OND & NCE. MARKETING EXPERIENCE NOT
ESSENTIAL. AVAILABLE FOR APPLICANTS IN LAGOS.

CONTACT: 090491443424

Email: mooenterprise20@gmail.com.
Remuneration: Attractive And Negotiable

SUBSIDIARIES

VACANCY! VACANCY!! VACANCY!!!

SEALERWOOD DESIGNER IS CURRENTLY
RECRUITING FOR THE POSITION OF:

1. Furniture Makers| 4. Factory Assistant
2. Auto card 5. Office Assistant
3. Accountant 6. Furniture Sprayer

APPOINTMENTS

1. ACCOUNT OFFICE
Qualification: Bsc. /HND. in
Accounting

2. FEMALE CUSTOMER
SERVICE OFFICER
Qualification: Bsc. HND. (N80k)

3. LAUNDRY ASSISTANT (50k)

4. PRESSER =

EMAIL CV to:

(N100k)

75K

Imageglobalnig@yahoo.com

Send CV to our email address: sealerwood@gmail.com or
call: 08025879787, 08162051541
1-2 SEALERWOOD CLOSE OFF IFEDIORA STREET
MAJEK BUSTOP, LEKKI EPE EXPRESS WAY, LAGOS
Walking in interview: Anybody interested in the above position can
also come to the address with their updated cv.
NOTE: MAJEK FIRST GATE

WVWACANCY

HSE MANAGER
An ultra modern packaging company located at Ewekoro
in Ogun State is in need of factory experienced HSE
Manager for innovation and enforcement of her policy on
health, safety and environment within the factory
Qualifications: Minimum of a degree with professional
certifications of 6-8 years hand-on experience.
Renumeration: The ideal candidate will be well
remunerated.

Method of application
All resumes should be forwarded using HSE as subject matter to:
dtemgt@gmail.com

ENOUIRIES:

LAGOS OFFICE:-

OSBO 77657711
OS2 <A1 17677

Rejoice

Logistics Ltd.

A logistics company is looking to recruit
diligent and goal-oriented individuals to
fill the following roles.

« Business Development Mcnager
(mmlmum of 2 years experlence in
similar role, resident in Ibadan)

- Despatch riders (must have riders
permit and

license, minimum of SSCE, resident
in Ibadan)

« Driver (must have valid drivers li-
cense. Resident in Lagos or Otq,
Ogun state)

Applicants are to forward their application to:

rejoicelogisticsitd@gmail.com
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Scientists develop crop models

to tackle climate change

By Gbenga Akinfenwa

TH climate change

disrupting weather
patterns and jeopardising
food security, scientists are
equipping  themselves
with the knowledge and
skills to leverage advanced
crop models and climate
data.

According to the
Consortium of
International Agricultural
Research Centers (CGIAR),
these models act as digital
simulations,  allowing
researchers to assess
potential climate impacts
and develop tailored adap-
tation strategies for vari-
ous scales from individual
fields to entire landscapes.

To them, crop modeling is

no longer just a research
tool; it’s now empowering
farmers with timely, cli-
mate-smart information. It
allows farmers receive per-
sonalised advisories on
planting times, crop choic-
es, and management
strategies in response to
changing weather pat-
terns, considered as trans-
formative promise of crop
modeling in agricultural
decision-making.
The scientists say the mod-
els are a game-changer and
when well-adapted, can
guide farmers in making
crucial decisions about
resource use efficiency
(water and nutrient use
management), agronomic
operations (planting
dates, weeding, harvest-
ing), and even, anticipat-
ing potential pest and dis-
ease problems, ultimately
helping us navigate the
challenges of a changing
climate.

Professor Tafadzwanashe
Mabhaudhi from London
School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine (LSHTM)
said the application of
crop models is still a devel-
oping field, but holds
immense potential for
empowering farmers. “By
understanding the specific

Arice farmer inspecting his plantation

risks their crops face owing
to climate change, farmers
can make informed deci-
sions about planting dates,
crop choices, and water
management, ultimately
increasing their resilience
and ensuring better
yields.”

He added that the recent
advancements in crop
modeling offer a transfor-
mative  approach to
address the ever-evolving
challenges in agriculture,
especially with looming
climate uncertainties.

One of such groundbreak-
ing initiative is the GROWS-
MART advisory service,
developed by the CGIAR
Excellence in Agronomy
Initiative, in collaboration
with CGIAR Centres and
partners in Southern
Africa.

What sets GROWSMART
apart is its robust frame-
work, which integrates
remote sensing, machine
learning, and crop models.
This amalgamation of cut-
ting-edge technologies
provides farmers with
actionable insights, not
just information, to navi-
gate the challenges of a

changing climate.

Tailored for farmers and
extension agents in
English and Chinyanja
(Bantu language spoken in
parts of Malawi), GROWS-
MART utilises existing data
to offer insightful agrono-
my support with a specific
focus on El Nifio (droughts,
floods, crop failures etc).

This climatic phenome-
non, reports say disrupts
agricultural landscapes.
This collaborative effort
aims to empower farmers
by disseminating vital El
Nifio information through
diverse platforms, includ-
ing tailored messages for
various stakeholders.

Other collaborations
include the Agricultural
M o d e 1
Intercomparison Project
(AGMIP), which is a major
global initiative linking
the climate, crop, and eco-
nomic modelling commu-
nities of practice to devel-
op improved crop and eco-
nomic models and the
next generation of climate
impact projections for the
agricultural sector.

While acknowledging the
complexities of downscal-

ing climate data and
improving the inter-com-
parability of models, the
practical impact resonates
deeply with farmers, a ben-
eficiary of the Agricultural
M 0 d e 1
Intercomparison Project,
Mrs. Mkhize, who shared
her experience, said: “The
SMS alerts are crucial for
my family and I to prepare
for upcoming weather con-
ditions. Recently, I received
a warning about heavy
rainfall, allowing me to
store rainwater for future
irrigation, as advised.”

Her story underscores

empowerment farmers
enjoy through these agro-
advisory tools.

Beyond technology, the
scientists say the innova-
tions have showcased the
practical benefits of equip-
ping farmers with reliable
information from well-
adapted models, adding
that in regions where agri-
culture is the lifeblood,
these innovations become
lifelines, noting that the
tailored messages serve as
guideposts, navigating
farmers through the com-
plexities of climate change.

HortiNigeria deepens capacity
of agro-dealers in Kaduna

From Murtala Adewale, Kano
ASED on its determina-
tion to strengthen the

horticultural value chain in

Nigeria, HortiNigeria has

empowered no fewer than 36

agro-dealers with advance

knowledge on best agribusi-
ness management in Kaduna

State.

The empowerment was car-

ried out during a two-day

capacity building held at the

Ahmadu Bello University,

Zaria, essentially designed to

broaden skills of the partici-

pants selected from Zaria,

Sabon Gari, Soba, Kudan,

Kubau and Ikara Council of

the state.

Speaking at the opening of
the training, Agribusiness
Coordinator, HortiNigeria,
Danjuma Makama, disclosed
thatbuilding capacity of agro-
dealers is also targeted at cre-
ating ripple effect on the
entire agribusiness clusters
being established across the
nodes of value in the state.

Makama emphasised that
with the upscaling of the deal-
ers knowledge in business
management, and general
applications, HortiNigeria is
strengthening the key players
with basic requirements for
agricultural productivity, sus-
tainability and resilience in
the country.

The Agribusiness

Coordinator, represented by

the Project Business Support
Service, Monitoring and
Evaluation Specialist, Abdul
Wahab Abubakar, added that
HortiNigeria is enabling veri-
table environment that
ensure mass production of
food and ensuring sustain-
ablevalue chain of agro-chem-
icals, from production to the
end users.

He said the initiative was part
of the firm’s commitment to
support Nigeria’s agricultural
sector through capacity build-
ing and sustainable develop-
ment practice.

“For any sustainable and suc-

cessful agric production, agro-
chemicals are pivotal. Now the
right use and application of
these chemicals are even
more important. This is why
the training of the dealers of
these products is very impor-
tant for themselves and the
farmers, because after making
sure they improve themselves
in the proper handling of
chemicals, they will also edu-
cated the farmers on best
application practices on the
farm.
“Agro dealers are the first con-
tacts of the chemicals and the
farmers on field, they have the
responsibility to ensure safe
exposure to the chemicals and
transfer of property agrono-
my practice to farmers, basi-
cally on the proper method of
application,” he said.

Zulum seeks autonomy for NCAM to
boost food security,employment

From Njadvara Musa, Maiduguri
E Borno State governor,
Babagana Zulum, has
appealed to the Federal
Government to grant auton-
omy to the National Centre
for Agricultural
Mechanisation (NCAM), to
boost food security and job

creation in the country.

According to him, the mas-
sive fabrication of agricul-
tural machinery and other
implements will assist in
achieving President Bola
Tinubu’s mandate to reinvig-
orate the national economy.
Zulum, who made the call
in Maiduguri, while briefing
newsmen on how the
Federal and state govern-
ments could resuscitate the
agricultural and livestock

sectors, said: “I was in Ilorin
last year to visit the NCAM; I
have seen the institute fabri-
cating various agricultural
machinery.”

He added the Centre would
play crucial roles in boosting
crop production and suste-
nance of agriculture.

The governor noted:
“NCAM is the only govern-
ment owned agricultural
mechanisation outfit sad-
dled with the responsibility
of fabricating agricultural
tools.”

He, therefore, urged the
Federal Government to
reconsider its decisions criti-
cally, by situating the Centre
under the supervision of the
Federal Ministry of Science
and Technology:.

UK-PACT, FAO launch project to protect mangroves in Cross River

From Joke Falaju, Abuja
E United Kingdom Partnership for
Accelerated Climate Transition (UK-PACT)
and the United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organisation (FAO) have commenced a proj-
ect to protect the mangrove ecosystem in
Cross River State from pollution and defor-
estation.

The project - Integrated Management of
Mangrove Ecosystem and Expansion of Social
Protection for Fisheries and Forest
Dependents in Cross River State, is aimed at
strengthening enabling policies in mangrove
management and the promotion of alterna-
tive livelihoods for the empowerment of the
fisheries and forest dependent communities.

During the launch of the projectin Abuja, the
FAO Country Representative in Nigeria and
ECOWAS, Koffy Dominique, underscored the

significance of mangroves in providing habi-
tats for biodiversity, and as a fundamental
resource for the livelihoods of forest-depen-
dent communities.

He mentioned that the aim of the initiative is
to strike a balance between conservation and
sustainable use of the mangrove ecosystem,
amid increasing threats from deforestation,
firewood and timber collection, and the mis-
use of pesticides.

Dominique mentioned that the project is
focused on communities reliant on fisheries
and forest resources within the mangrove
ecosystem and advocated for a holistic and
integrated management approaches to
ensure not only the preservation of the envi-
ronment, but also the well-being of the popu-
lation dependent on it.

He said: “The initiative seeks to empower

these communities, providing them with the
means to sustain their livelihoods while con-
tributing to the conservation of the man-

grove ecosystem.”
The Climate Change and Nature Team Lead
for  Foreign, Commonwealth and

Development Office (FCDO), British High
Commission, Abuja, Martine Sobey, revealed
that they have been supporting the pro-
gramme for the past six months, working
with communities, the Cross Rivers State gov-
ernment, and the local council authorities as
well.

She said: “For us, itis about protecting the loss
of mangroves from pollution over harvesting
for fewwoods, and helping communities who
depend on those mangroves for fish, for their
livelihoods and finding a sustainable way for
communities to live and protect mangroves

in the long term.”

The Director General, National Council on
Climate Change (NCCC), Dr Salisu Dahiru, in
his remarks said Nigeria has made significant
progress since its signing and ratification of
the Paris Agreement, as well as the declaration
of its net zero commitment at COP 26 in
Glasgow, Scotland.

He said the UK-PACT and FAO project aligns
with one of the major mitigation options of
the updated Nigeria’s Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) and also sustainable
development goals, contributes to climate
adaptation and fosters community well-
being.

Dabhiru said the project would further help in
deepening research, adaptive management
practices and collaboration among stake-
holders.
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Bad weather, poor infrastructure, unruly passengers as bane of flight delays

Stories hy Wole Oyehade and Ngozi Egenuka

QUED by the pushback from travellers and regulators,

airline operators have again blamed multiple factors for
incessant flight delays, among which are extraneous issues
that are beyond the reach of airlines.

Vice chairman of the Airline Operators of Nigeria, Allen
Onyema, said besides inclement weather that borders on
safety, there are also issues of inadequate infrastructure and
menace of unruly passengers that also cost the operators
heavily.

The factsheet of the Nigeria Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA)
stated 53 per cent of total flights operated in Nigeria in 2023
were delayed and one per cent were cancelled.

Onyema, who is also the Chairman of Air Peace Limited, said
that every flight delay is not only a discomfort for the cus-
tomers but also a loss for the operators.

He said besides the vicissitude of weather and infrastruc-
ture constraints, passenger behaviour constitutes the major
cause of flight delays and loss of about N15 billion yearly.

Onyema, quoting the International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO), said airlines contribute little to the
cause of flight delays. But in Nigeria, besides the weather, VIP
Movement and technical glitches, passenger behaviour is
the major cause of delays and cancelled flights because
Nigerian travellers have not embraced the culture of
rescheduling when flights are cancelled.

He said the insistence of passengers, whose flights are can-
celled, to be airlifted first the following day, had given rise to
disruption of flights, which snowballed into weeks of delays
and cancellations.

Onyema explained that airlines schedule the number of
flights that must be operated by each aircraft butwhena pre-
vious flight is cancelled, passengers’ insistence that they
must be airlifted first before the airline operates its normal
schedule, disrupts flight operations.

United Nigeria rolls out plan for aircraft
maintenance facility in Enugu

NITED Nigeria Airlines add to the governor's

(UNA) has disclosed Vision to attract more
plans to build a investmentstoEnugu.
Maintenance, Repairs,and ~_GOvernor Mbah congratu-
Overhaul (MRO) facility in 1ated Okonkwo on the

* Stakeholders insist on better deal for consumers

He said: “When the weather is the cause of the delay or leads
to cancellation at the end of the day; it is not the business of
the airline to fly the passenger whose flight was cancelled
first thing the next morning, no.

“Aviation is the same worldwide. The convention is that the
passenger is expected to reschedule to the next available
date. That is how it is done. In Nigeria, you want to fly, and
you have a three-hour delay because of the weather. And by
the time the weather clears, you want to go in, and there is
airport closure because most of the airports don’t run at
night. And the passenger will tell you, even though you put
us in a hotel, we will be the first ones to fly in the morning, It
is not done like that, you reschedule to the next available
date, because it is called scheduled flight operations,”
Onyema said.

He said further that each aircraft does about six to eight
flights a day. So, it is not only one disruption; you are about
eight flights disrupted for that day.

“Iwill give you an example, the other daywe were flying into
Warri, we could not land because of the weather. The pilot
hovered for about 15 minutes, but for safety, he diverted to
Enugu because Benin was also covered by bad weather.

“They stayed on the ground in Enugu for about an hour or

two, then the weather cleared. The aircraft was fueled. The
weather cleared for them to take off to Warri but the Warri
airport was closed because it is a sunset airport.

“The pilotannounced the closure of the airport because it is
asunsetairportand said that the flight would return to base,
which is Abuja. With that announcement, there was pande-
monium everywhere, as the passengers started protesting
against that decision.

“They brought the aircraft down and the captain was
almost crying. They kept that aircraft on the ground in
Enugu for four hours. They said we should put them in a
hotel in Enugu. Why should I put you in a hotel in Enugu?
Did I create the weather? Did I create the airport? That was a
force majeure,” Onyema said.

The complexity of scheduled operations notwithstanding,
stakeholders said that the airlines have a responsibility to
customers in the face of delays or cancellations.

Senator representing Katsina Central senatorial district,
Abdullaziz Yar'Adua, said the aviation ministry should
ensure thatairlines prioritise passengers’ welfare, especially
by opening channels for complaints and redress.

A footballer, Sixtus Omokhagbor, said airlines should be
held accountable for delayed and cancelled flights and pas-
sengers should be adequately compensated.

Nl

Enugu State, once it gets
the approval of the state

government.
Chairman of the local air-
line, Prof. Obiora

Okonkwo, stated this dur-
ing a business meeting
with Governor Peter Mbah
in Enugu.

Okonkwo said it had
always been the desire of
the airline to stamp its
presence in the state by
building an MRO and a
strategic head office.

He also said the company
would expand its presence
in Enugu with befitting
staff quarters as soon as
the state government
gives a nod to its request
for land.

Okonkwo said Enugu is
already the host state of
the airline, making it
imperative that the vision
of building an MRO, head
office, and staff quarters
gets the approval of the
state government.

Joined at the meeting by
the Airlines' Director of
Administration,  Linus
Awute, Okonkwo also list-
ed the numerous benefits
of building an MRO and
staff quarters in Enugu,
adding that the infrastruc-
ture would expand the
economy of the state and

third anniversary of his
airline and pledged the
support of the state gov-
ernment towards achiev-
ing its visions in the state.

Mbah said the airline's
desire to build an MRO in
the state alongside a head
office and staff quarters
aligns with the business
orientation of the admin-
istration.

According to him, the
state government is cur-
rently sanitising the busi-
ness environment of
Enugu to attract investors.

Mbah said the issue of
insecurity in Enugu had
abated, and the state had
put measures in place to
make insecurity a history.

He said that his govern-
ment is ready to welcome
and support any invest-
ment to thrive and flour-
ish in Enugu, adding that
he had laid out a compre-
hensive plan for the eco-
nomic development of the
state.

To further demonstrate
his readiness to partner
with the private sector for
the economic growth of
the state, Mbah nominat-
ed his Commissioner for
Transport, Dr Obi Ozor, as a
liaison between the airline
and the government.

MMIA new terminal

Airlines record 16 per cent traffic surge, strong start in 2024

E International Air
Transport Association
(IATA) has released data for
January 2024 global passen-
ger demand, indicating a
strong start for the year.
Total demand, measured in
revenue passenger kilome-
tres (RPKs), was up 16.6 per
cent; total capacity, meas-
ured in available seat kilo-
metres (ASK), was up 14.1 per
cent; and the load factor was
79.9 per cent (+1.7pt).
International demand rose
20.8 per cent; capacity was
up 20.9 per cent and the
load factor remained at 79.7
per cent (+0.0pt). Domestic
demand rose 10.4 per cent;
capacity was up 4.6 per cent
and the load factor was 80.2
per cent (+4.2pt)

IATA’s Director General,
Willie Walsh, said it was
pleasing that 2024 was off to
a strong start despite eco-
nomic and geopolitical

uncertainties.

Walsh said as governments
look to build prosperity in
their economies in the
busiest election year ever,
they must see aviation as a
catalyst for growth.

“Increased taxes and oner-
ous regulation are a counter-
weight to prosperity. We will
be looking to governments
for policies that help avia-
tion toreduce costs, improve
efficiency and  make
progress towards net zero
CO2 emissions by 2050,” he
said.

In the regional performance
section, African airlines’ saw
18.5 per cent traffic increase
in January 2024 versus a year
ago. January capacity was up
19.2 per cent causing load fac-
tor to decline 0.4 percentage
points to 733 per cent, the
lowest among the regions.

Asia-Pacific airlines saw 45.4
per cent increase in January

2024 traffic compared to
January 2023, continuing the
region’s rapid recovery after
the lifting of pandemic
restrictions. Capacity
climbed 48.1 per centand the
load factor fell by 1.5 percent-
age points to 82.6 per cent.

The exceptionally strong
growth rate is largely attrib-
utable to China which was in
the early stages of lifting
COVID19 travel restrictions
inJanuary 2023.The recovery
in  major international
routes toffrom Asia-Pacific is
still lagging, but routes such
as Asia-Middle East have
exceeded pre-pandemic lev-
els.

European carriers’ January
2024 traffic rose 10.8 per cent
versus  January  2023.
Capacity increased 10.7 per
cent, and the load factor
edged up 0. percentage
points to 773 per cent.
Routes between Europe and

North  America  have
rebounded  particularly
strongly from the pandemic
and stand 6.5 per cent high-
er than in January 2020.

Middle Eastern airlines
posted a 16.2 per cent rise in
January 2024 traffic com-
pared to a year ago. Capacity
rose 15.7 per cent and load
factor climbed 0.4 percent-
age points to 79.9 per cent.

North American carriers
had a12.3 per cent traffic rise
in January 2024 versus the
2023 period. Capacity also
increased 13.7 per cent, and
load factor fell 1.0 percent-
age point to 79.4 per cent.

Latin American airlines’
traffic rose 17.9 per cent
compared to the same
month in 2023. January
capacity climbed 13.2 per
cent, pushing the load fac-
tor up 3.4 percentage points
to 86 per cent, the highest
among the regions.
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How hospitals shun law on treatment of
gunshot victims, abandon Hippocratic Oath

To allay the fears of police victimisation and ensure
that gunshot victims receive prompt treatment, a law
was enacted by the National Assembly. SILVER
NWOKORQO reports that despite the existence of this
law, hospitals and their staff insist on seeing police
reports before the commencement of treatment to
victims, thereby abandoning the Hippocratic Oath to
save lives.

ESPITE the existence of the Compulsory Treatment and

Care for Victims of Gunshot Act, 2017, hospitals in Nigeria
have continued to abandon emergency patients in
contravention of the extant law.

Section 11 of the Act clearly states: “Any person or authority
including any police officer, other security agent or hospital
who stands by and fails to perform his duty under this Act
which results in the unnecessary death of any person with
gunshot wounds commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a fine of N500, 000 or imprisonment for a term
of five years or both.”

The law is a clear attempt to address the hiatus in existing
legislations, which the police and hospital officials capitalise
on to deny gunshot victims the needed medical attention.

However - and quite sadly - six years after the law was
enacted, police officers and medical personnel observe this
law in breach.

To accommodate the concern of the police, Section 4 of the
Act states that “it shall be the duty of any hospital that
receives or accepts any person with a gunshot wound to
report the fact to the nearest Police station within two hours
of the commencement of treatment.

“The Police may not receive any person with gunshot
wounds from the hospital for the purposes of investigation
unless and until the Chief Medical Director of the hospital
certifies him fit and no longer in dire need of medical care.
This new law is in line with emergency medicine protocol
worldwide.”

The Act also mandates security agents to assist persons with
gunshot wounds by ensuring the victim is taken to the
nearest hospital for immediate treatment, as contained in
Section 2 of the Act.

Despite the clear provisions of this law; a few Nigerians have
lost their lives as a result of hospitals refusing to attend to
them.

On July 11, 2021, a 34-year-old furniture maker, Emmanuel
Samuel was shot by a policeman at Emperor Gardens Bar in
Abuja where he went to watch a match with his fiancée.

He was rushed to a general hospital in Abuja where he was
refused treatment on grounds that there was no police
report. Consequently, Samuel gave up the ghost.

Also, Ebenezer Ayeni, a resident of Ibadan was shot by some
unidentified hoodlums on July 10, 2021.

He was rushed to the state university college
hospital but was rejected for lack of a police
report. He was rushed to a private
hospital J]-Rapha hospital where he was
also denied treatment. On getting to
Oyemesi hospital, he was confirmed dead.

On December 25, 2022 in the Ajah area of
Lagos State, a lawyer, Bolanle Raheem was
shot by now convicted Assistant
Superintendent of Police (ASP), Drambi
Vandi. Doctors reportedly refused to
attend to her until she finally died of the
injury.

Recently, Greatness Olorunfemi, a one-
chance robbery victim and member of the
Yali Network in Abuja, died following the
alleged refusal of Maitama General
Hospital, Abuja to attend to her
because she did not present a
police report.

Obviously disturbed by
these  unsavoury
developments,
the Inspector-
General  of
Police (IGP),

Inspector General of Police, Kayodé Eghetokun

Since the law backs the treatment of
gunshot victims, anybody that decides not to
treat does so at his own risk. If the patient
dies, even if he is an armed robber, the law
can catch up with such a person, because
the doctor has gone against the dictates of
the law.

Kayode Egbetokun in a letter signed by CP Olatunji Disu on
October 28,2023, ordered full enforcement of the Compulsory
Treatment and Care for Victims of Gunshot Act 2017 by all
police formations to forestall future recurrence.

A security expert, Mr. Christopher Oji, said: “The law on the
treatment of victims of gunshot wounds has been in existence
for a very long time, because successive IGPs have always
emphasised on the law;, but health workers have always
reneged, because of the behaviours of some unscrupulous
policemen, who disobey the IGP’s directives and still move
against hospitals that treat gunshot victims without Police
reports.

“The law says that while treating the victim, the management
of the hospital should contact the police. However, some
hospitals vehemently refuse to treat victims because of police
extortion as some unscrupulous policemen still extort the
hospitals.”

He noted that the implication had been the death of innocent
victims either shot by hoodlums or stray bullets before a
police report was obtained.

“The police response time, bureaucracy, transportation
system, communication system and bad roads can affect a
victim who wants treatment and he or she may give up the
ghost before a police report would arrive.

“The police management team should carry out an
enlightenment campaign by visiting hospitals or medical
associations across the country to educate them on the need
to commence treatment first before contacting the Force.

“The police should direct Commissioners of Police, Heads of
Departments, Teams, Squads, Area Commanders, Divisional
Police Officers, Police Public Relations Officers etc to carry out
enlightenment campaigns in their various jurisdictions.
However, it is not enough for the IGP to give directives without
following up with punitive measures.”

Meanwhile, the National Coordinator of Human Rights
Writers Association of Nigeria (HURIWA), Comrade
Emmanuel Onwubiko said there is no other justification for
the continuation of the violation of the law other than the fact
that most heads of governmental and non-governmental
bodies often
overlook
their

obligations to ensure that their staff and personnel are in the
best frame of minds to operate in public space.

“There is a dearth of capacity-building activities and
mechanisms in a lot of public and private organisations that
constitute a serious cause for concern.

“So, I think the heads of hospitals, the commissioners of
police and non-governmental institutions need to brace up
and work on an effective and efficient training system that
will enlighten their workers on their responsibilities to the
members of the public vis-a-vis the need for the staff to
imbibe, internalise and be thoroughly informed and
educated about legal templates, frameworks and statutory
provisions that govern their work environment.

“This is because legislations are constantly churned out and
if care isn’t taken, a lot of those workers who ought to be
abreast of the workings of these pieces of legislation and laws
may actually be left behind.

“Although ignorance of the law is not a valid excuse that
obliterates someone from any legal obligations, by and large,
the government, especially the federal Ministries of Health
and Information must jointly work on a regular programme
of public enlightenment for their staff and operators in the
private sector, especially those working in general hospitals,
private hospitals and other tertiary health institutions with
regards to modern legal trends affecting their operations,” he
advised.

According to him, the legislation that permits hospitals to
treat gunshots or accident victims must be used as an
effective educational and informational material for the
constant training of hospital staff and the police.

He lamented that despite the existence of the Act, there have
been cases where police commands, particularly those
outside Abuja have announced in the media that persons
with gunshot wounds shouldn’t be treated because they are
suspected criminals.

Onwubiko stressed that such adverse public notice has the
effect of creating confusion in the minds of frontline hospital
staffers who often play the safe card of not getting involved in
treating victims of gunshots.

He called on officials in both government and non-
governmental organisations to wake up to their
responsibility to the members of the public.

Onwubiko urged the Attorney-General of the Federation to
also print out the law in hundreds of thousands of copies and
share with members of the public as a way of equipping them
with the necessary information regarding its clear provisions.

For the Convener of Access to Justice (A2]), Joseph Otteh, the
ingrained fears of harassment by law enforcement and
security operatives are at the core of the disobedience to the
law.

According to him, some might feel they would rather avoid
the harassment than to put up a fight after the fact.

“Theywould rather play safe, even if at the expense of human
life, painful as that may sound.

“Medical associations have a huge role to play here. There
needs to be robust awareness-building actions to broaden
public and professional information of the provisions of the
Act, coupled with policy initiatives and interventions that aim
to enforce the rights of gun-shot victims to medical treatment
-alongside the duty of medical professionals to provide such
treatment.

“Furthermore, medical associations should use their
disciplinary procedures to hold medical professionals who
refuse to render such services without justification, to
account,” he suggested.

Ezebube Chinwike, a lawyer, lamented that the culture of
disobedience to laws is endemic and involves everyone,
including the three arms of government.

“Why does the executive arm of the government disobey
laws and court orders? Also, how many laws are

obeyed in Nigeria, especially by the
executive?

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng
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Election petitions should end before swearing in, Okutepa says

From Bridget Chiedu Onochie, Abuja

SENIOR Advocate of
igeria  (SAN), Jibril
Okutepa, has canvassed a
situation where every post-
electoral legal matter is
concluded before Nigerian
political office holders are
sworn in.

His reason is based on the
perception that swearing
them into office while legal
actions against them persist
allows them to use public
funds to obtain victory at the
expense of their opponents.

Okutepa, who was relaying
his ugly experience during
the post-election litigations
emanating from 2023 general
elections, insisted that the
aspect of the country’s law
should be tinkered with
immediately so that no
person should be allowed to
assume office in Nigeria until

Accuses incumbents of spending state funds for personal litigation

the election petitions are
decided.

According to him, the
moment a governor or
President assumes power,
and given that the judiciary
has been reduced to a
weeping houseboy in the
hands of the executive and
the legislator, there are
tendencies for judgments to
remain subject of
controversy and criticism.

“If we are serious, then, we
should decide election
petitions and regulate
transparency. How many of
those who are declared
winners have hired lawyers
from their pockets? It is only
the “losers” that have been
put in political and electoral
penury, that are made to face
the unhygienic grounds in

Fed Govt approves legislative
drafting textbook for universities

By Ngozi Egenuka
RTIARY Education Trust
Fund (TETFUND) has
approved the printing and
distribution of 2,000 copies
of a legislative drafting
textbook to all Nigerian
Universities.

The book titled “A
Workbook on Legislative
Drafting in Nigeria” is
authored by Dr. Tonye
Clinton Jaja, who is Nigeria’s
leading legal scholar in the
field of legislative drafting.

Dr. Jaja is recorded as the
first Nigerian lawyer to be
awarded a PhD in law
(legislative drafting) degree
by the University of London.

Since the year 2012, he has
served as Editor-In-Chief of

the International Journal of
Legislative Drafting and Law
Reform, indexed by the
British Library in the United
Kingdom.

Dr. Jaja is Secretary of the
Association of Legislative
Drafting and Advocacy
Practitioners (ALDRAP), a
non-governmental
organisation that was
recently awarded funding
assistance to host the first
ever AfTCA, themed
legislative drafting moot
court competition for African
law students.

The TETFUND support is
aimed at mainstream
legislative drafting in the
curriculum of Nigerian
Universities.

Ogbankwa asks Edo Attorney
General to recuse self from suit

From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja

N Edo-based lawyer,
ouglas Ogbankwa has
called on the Edo state
Attorney General to recuse
himself from the suit filed
against him which bothers
on conspiracy to commit a
felony, citing concerns of
political bias and prejudicial
actions.

Ogbankwa, while raising
alarm claimed that the
charges against him are
trumped-up and
orchestrated by the Edo State
Government.

The lawyer highlighted a
series of irregularities,
alleging that the charges
against him were leaked to
the media before being
formally served, indicating a
coordinated effort to tarnish
his reputation.

He said that the Director of
Public Prosecutions (DPP)
and other officials of the
Ministry of Justice were
making prejudicial
statements, signaling a
predetermined stance on his
guilt.

He said former

Commissioner of Transport,
Orobosa Omo-Ojo, published
the charges in the Midwest

Herald, further fueling
concerns of  political
interference.

Ogbankwa asserts that the
distribution  of  those
materials across social media
platforms, coupled with
biased remarks from
government officials,
undermine his right to a fair
trial.

He, therefore, called on the
AG to hand over the case file
to the police, while the DPP
and all implicated
government officials,
recused themselves from the
matter.

He argued that their actions
have left him without hope
of a fair trial.

In the charge marked
B/CD[60C[2024, the state
accused the lawyer of
conspiring, “to commit a
felony punishable under
Section 412 of the Criminal
Law of Edo State, 2022” and
“forcible entry punishable
under Section 56 (1) of the
Criminal Law of Edo State,
2022”, among others.

filing and fighting electoral
petitions,” he stressed.
Okutepa also faulted his
colleagues who are used in
carrying out unethical
practices, warning that they
should be careful not to
destroy their common
legacy.
Answering questions on the
role of senior lawyers in the
perceived judicial
corruption, he said: “I don’t
know what their roles are
because like I said and have

written, the legal profession,
comprising the bar and the
bench, senior and junior
lawyers, should be careful
not to destroy itself by itself.
“When you go to a tribunal
and see some processes filed
by senior lawyers, even
installment processes filed
to defeat viable petitions,
you will begin to wonder
whether those senior
lawyers who claim to be
doing their jobs are actually
doing so.

“When you look at what
goes on in other climes
where lawyers adhere to the
ethics of the profession, and
are seen as the leaders of the
society, you will be worried
about the Nigerian situation.

“Some processes filed by
senior lawyers in some cases
in our courts would have led
to an automatic withdrawal
of licenses of those lawyers.
But who will bell the cat in
Nigeria? Here, wrongful
conduct appears to be the
licence.”

He hinted that there are

some senior lawyers, who
specialised in stalling
proceedings and people
who have cases look for
them for that purpose.
“Look at what happened to
Donald Trump’s lawyers in
America, will that happen in
Nigeria? If Trump was a
Nigerian President, he
would have won his second
term in office, but have you
ever seen any President of
Nigeria right from the time
we started democracy in
1979 till 1999 being removed
from office?” He queried.

Court fines NYSC N5m for violating corps member’s rights

By Silver Nwokoro

’I‘HE Federal High Court in
Abakaliki, Ebonyi State
has awarded Ni5million
damages against the
National Youth Service
Corps (NYSC) for
infringement and violation
of the fundamental human
rights of a corps member,
Ufumaka Glory Ukpanken.

Ukpanken had sued the
NYSC, its Director, Brigadier
General Yusha’'u Ahmed and
State Co-ordinator for not
allowing her to wear a skirt
as part of its uniform which
breaches her fundamental
right to religious belief.

But NYSC through its
counsel, J.N.  Oruna-
Nwankwo urged the court
to dismiss the suit with a
heavy cost for lacking in
merit.

Delivering judgment on
the matter, Justice H. A.
Nganjiwa held that NYSC,
the Director and the State
coordinator should not
force female corps members
to wear trousers.

The judge also held that the
use of skirt by the applicant
(Ukpanken) as official
dressing, uniform/kit forms
part of her fundamental
rights to the freedom of
religion and freedom to
manifest same in practice

Immediate past Secretary to the Abia State G
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overnment, Chris Ezem (left); Life Bencher, Mr R A Lawal-Rabana ;

new wig, Mr David Chikemka Nwobike and his father, Dr Joseph Nwobike during David’s call to Bar ceremony in

Abuja.

Bars it from forcing female corpers to wear trousers

and observance as
contained, guaranteed and
protected in section 38 (1) of
the 1999 Constitution of
Nigeria (as altered).

Justice Nganjiwa further
held that the harassment,
embarrassment,
humiliation and instituted
proceedings to discipline
the applicant to which she is
currently subjected to in the
hands of the agents of the
NYSC is a clear infringement
on her fundamental rights

to freedom of religion, right
to dignity of human person
and form  degrading
treatment.

The judge restrained the
respondents, their servants,
agents, privies from further
abducting, arresting,
detaining and subjecting the
applicant or any female
member of the NYSC from
further harassment,
embarrassment,
humiliation and instituted
proceedings to discipline

her on account of her use of
skirt as part of her official
NYSC dressing or purported
enforcement of the NYSC
Bye laws 1999 or any
amended version in this
regard.

He also ordered the NYSC to
allow the applicant to
complete her NYSC as
required by law.

The judge ordered that the
applicant upon completion
of the said mandatory NYSC
service be issued her
certificate of national
service immediately.

Alleged disbandment of NBA-SPIDEL false, lawyer says

By Silver Nwokoro

PORT Harcourt based

awyer, Dr. Promise
Wobo Iwezor has debunked
the rumour that the
Nigerian Bar Association
Section on Public Interest
and Development Law (NBA-
SPIDEL) has been
disbanded.

Recall that NBA National
Executive Council (NEC)
ordered the immediate
removal of the Executive
Committee of the Section.

The NEC accused the NBA-
SPIDEL chairman, John
Aikpoko-Martins, of
engaging in activities that
undermined the authority
of the NBA President,
Yakubu Maikyau (SAN), and
the council.

NBA-SPIDEL under the
leadership of Aikpoko-
Martins had been
challenging the decisions of
government institutions

and individuals in court.

Iwezor explained that the
executive committee of the
Section was suspended and
not disbanded.

“The NBA President needs to
be on notice of anything
happening in those sections.
It is not as if the president
took a selfish decision
against them, NBA-SPIDEL is
an arm of the Bar. He only
suspended them; he never
disbanded them. He also set
up a caretaker committee to
make sure that the body is in
order.

“NBA-SPIDEL is under the
NBA. The decision of the NBA
President is the decision for
all. He made a
pronouncement and it was
supported, so it is not that
he came out to make a
decision on his own, NEC
gave him the support.
“There is no crisis in the NBA
because the president
remains the president of the

bar and any other forum is
subject to him, and all the
forums may take a decision
but still have to wait for the
presidential approval,” he
explained.

Dr Iwezor, who hails from
Mgbuesilaru  town in
Okporo in Evo kingdom of
Obio/Akpor local
government area of Rivers
State, was the Financial
Secretary, Okpo Club of
Nigeria (Association of
lawyers from Ikwerre Ethnic
Nationality) from 2006 -
2010; Publicity Secretary,
Nigerian Bar Association
(NBA), Isiokpo Branch, 2010 -
2012; Secretary, NBA, Isiokpo
Branch, 2012 - 2014; Member,
NBA Natural Resources
Committee, 2012 - 2014 and
Chairman, NBA, Isiokpo
Branch 2014 - 2016.

He was also the treasurer
and Member, Governing
Council of Eastern Bar
Forum (EBF) between 2014 -

2016; Chairman, NBA-AGC
Transport Committee, Port

Harcourt 2015 - 2017;
Member, NBA Anti-
Corruption  Committee;
Member of NBA NEC
representing NBA, Isiokpo
Branch, among other
positions held.

According to him, these
positions he had occupied
in the Bar showed his
dedication and services to
the Association.

Dr. Iwezor, a Justice of Peace
of Rivers State, is also a
Notary Public of Nigeria. He
recently became a member,
Chartered Institute of
Arbitration of Nigeria, a
Qualified Mediator and a
Chartered Management
Consultant.

He is also a member of Port
Harcourt Host Community
Development Trust and
Chairman Logistic Base Host
Community Development
Trust.
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URGENT VACANCIES

Our client, a leading educational institution in mainland, Lagos State, has the

following positions:
1.HEAD OF BURSARY

Applicants must possess the following qualifications:

Minimum of BSc (Second Class) or HND (Upper Credit), in Accounting.

MBA or professional qualification would be an advantage.

Analytical thinker and problem solver, with at least 5 years’ cognate experience.
Competent [T skills, particularly proficiency with spreadsheet software.

Excellent communication skills, and high level of accuracy.

Proficiency in the use of contemporary accounting software. Candidate should
be using them in current employment or have used them previously.
e Ability to work with minimum supervision, and not more than forty years ofage.

1.HEAD OFAUDIT

Applicants must possess the following qualifications:

¢ Minimum of BSc (Second Class) or HND (Upper Credit), in Accounting.

MBA or professional qualification would be an advantage.

L ]
o Analytical thinker and problem solver, with at least 5 years’ cognate experience.
Competent I T skills, particularly proficiency with spreadsheet software.

Excellent communication skills, and high level of accuracy.

Proficiency in the use of contemporary accounting software. Candidate should
be using them in current employment or have used them previously.
e Ability to work with minimum supervision, and not more than forty years ofage.

3.ACCOUNTINGASSISTANTS
Applicants must possess the following qualifications:

e Minimum of National Diploma (ND) in Accounting or ICAN Accounting
Technicians certificate, or NABTEB Advanced National Business Certificate.
o Must be knowledgeable in IT skills, with minimum of three years' relevant

experience, and not more than thirty (30) years ofage.

CONDITIONS OF SERVICEAND METHODS OFAPPLICATION

1. Excellent conditions of service.

2. Applications and CV’s should be forwarded to
collegevacancy02(@gmail.com, not later than two weeks from the date of

this publication.

ing.

Now

ance)

Our company is into manufacturing, supply
& servicing based in Lagos Mainland require
the need for a manager assistant. The
requirement are as follows:

1. Mustbe a Female
2. Canspeak & read & write Chinese, especially read and write
3. Be patient, cautious and hard working

4. Ability to use office software proficiently, EXCEL/WORD/PO
ERPOINT etc.

1. Complete daily data register-work in the financial system.

2. Complete other tasks assigned by the manager.

3. Industrious, creative, resourcefulness, can do a lot with a little.

4. Obsessive Excellence. High standards. Expects personal and
team performance to be nothing short of excellent, multi task

Step On The Gas. Move fast, make decisions, get shit done.
Focus on the highest leverage priorities, don't get distracted.
We Win. Team-focused, generous with time and energy,
thrives on feedback, supports others to do and be their best.

Qualification: Bs¢/HND in Accounting or related field.
3 to 5 years experience in similar position.

Salary range: 200k250k in three months probation
250k-400Kk to be our regular staff (base on working perform-

W-

Interested applicant can forward their resume/CV to:

badaolalekan2099@gmail.com

® SENIOR ACCOUNTANTS
® SENIOR INTERNAL AUDITORS

® SENIOR ENGINEERS

As one of the flagship companies in Nigeria's
downstream pefroleum industry, we require
vibrant, resourceful and innovative
professionals to fill strategic openings in our
conglomerate.

Very attractive and competitive
remuneration packages with benefits await
successful candidates!

SENIOR ACCOUNTANTS REF: SAA
QUALIFICATIONS, SKILL & EXPERIENCE
Minimum of Bachelor's degree in
Accounting, Business Administration,
Social Sciences, Engineering or any other
related field.

Must be a Chartered Accountant
(ACA/ACCA), with a minimum of 20 years
post- qualification experience in
accounts/finance/audit in a multi-
national company.

High degree of integrity, confidentiality,
confidence and ability to contribute to
new culfure.

Proficient in Finance / Accounting / Tax
Matters or related work

Ability to handle the pressure of working in
a dynamic and result oriented
environment.

Working knowledge of Oracle ERP and
accounting management tools

Excellent knowledge of Qil and Gas
Industry dynamics

RESPONSIBILITIES

* Analyse general ledger accounts on a
defined and regular basis

* Prepare monthly bank reconciliations
* Maintain inventory records and adhere to

(MIN. 20 YEARS)
(MIN 15 YEARS)
(MIN 20 YEARS)

REQUIRED:
PROFESSIONALS IN
DOWNSTREAM
OIL & GAS

® ENGINEERS

specific controls on inventories

Prepare Financial Statements and render
relevant reports to management as well
as statutory and regulatory authorities

Prepare reports and advise on ways of
improvement vis-a-vis compliance,
methodologies and best practice to
achieve maximum efficiency and
effectiveness.

Monitoring instituted controls and laid
down procedures.

Review, coordinate and implement audit
plans.

Conduct independent appraisal to
review the company's accounting,
financial and other operations.

SENIOR INTERNAL AUDITORS REF: SIA
QUALIFICATIONS, SKILL & EXPERIENCE

B.Sc. Accounting or related field
Professional Qualification: ACA / ACCA

* CISA Certificate would be an added

advantage

Post qualification years of experience:
minimum of fifteen (15) years cognate
work experience and must have worked
in an Audit (practicing) firm for a
minimum of seven (7 years) with minimal
supervision

Excellent written and verbal
communications skills

High degree of integrity, confidentiality,
confidence and ability to contribute to
team culture

Working knowledge of Oracle ERP and
audit management tools

Excellent knowledge of Oil and Gas
Industry dynamics

©® SENIOR ESTATE MANAGERS
® SENIOR LEGAL OFFICERS

(MIN 10 YEARS)
(MIN 20 YEARS)
(MIN 15 YEARS)

Readiness to work in any part of the
country

Perform other activities as may be
assigned from time to time by the
Company Internal Audit

RESPONSIBILITIES

.

Provide independent assessment on the
achievement of the business objectives of
the region and the adequacies of its
systems and controls.

Prepare high level reports for the
Company's Group Head, Internal Audit
and advice on ways of improvement viz-
a-viz compliance, methodologies and
best practice to achieve maximum
efficiency and effectiveness

Manage audit functions (internal control
and business risk) in the business region by
monitoring instituted conftrols and laid
down procedures

Determine, review, coordinate and
implement audit plans for the business
region

Conduct risk assessment reviews, from
time to time, to determine key audit areas
Conduct independent appraisal to
review the company's accounting,
financial and other operations.

Conduct and report on specific
investigations relating to complaints,
allegations, etc in the business region
Licise, from time to time, with Business
Heads of the Areas within the region to
get profitability report, budget of the area
etc forreview

Monthly review of depot operational
activities within the region

Compliance with the Internal Audit

SENIOR ENGINEERS

methodology and IlA Standard Accuracy
of Audit findings and reports

REF: SEN

QUALIFICATIONS

Good university degree in Civil
Engineering / Building Engineering or any
related discipline.

Other postgraduate qualifications and
certificates will be an added advantage.

EXPERIENCE

Minimum of 20 years cognate experience
preferably in Downstream Qil & Gas or
FMCG industry with at least 10 years at
managerial level.

Good knowledge of MIS office
applications.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Project Management

Coordinate, monitor and supervise
engineering projects

COMPETENCIES & ATTRIBUTES

ENGINEERS

Strong understanding of Bill of Quantities
for maintenance works / work scope.
Proven track records in leading project
management and coordination

Good Communication and interpersonal
skills

REF: EN

QUAI.IFICAT[ONS

Good university degree in Civil
Engineering / Building Engineering or any
related discipline.

Other postgraduate qualifications and
certificates will be an added advantage.

EXPERIENCE

Minimum of 10 years cognate experience

Good knowledge of MIS office
applications.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Round-the-clock maintenance of
Company's assets at Fuel Stations /
Depots and Terminals for efficient service
delivery.

Monitor and supervise engineering
projects

Conceive and prepare Bill of Quantities
for maintenance works / work scope.
Good understanding of Industry
standards and codes.

SENIOR ESTATE MANAGERS REF: SEM

QUALIFICATIONS

* Good university degree in Quantity
Surveyor / Estate Management /
Economics or any related discipline.

« Other postgraduate qualifications and

EXPERIENCE

« Atleast 20 years in related job
experience.

RESPONSIBILITIES

* Manage Real Estate Assets

* Negotiate and manage leases and rents

SENIOR LEGAL OFFICERS
QUALIFICATIONS

¢ LLB (minimum of Second Class Upper)
* BL

* LLMis an added advantage.

EXPERIENCE

Post qudlification year of experience: 15
years cognate experience in legal
practice and in the downstream Oil and
Gas Industry.

Sound / excellent knowledge in Litigation
matters

Drafting & review of Contracts /
Agreements and Security Instruments

Admiralty / Maritime Law
Corporate Governance & Compliance

Debt recovery and general Legal
Advisory.

RESPONSIBILITIES

« To provide sound, reliable and effective
legal services to the business units and
support departments of the company in
their drive towards achieving set targets.
To render timely statutory returns and
trading results to all regulatory authorities.
To handle statutory meetings handled by
the Company's Secretariat, such as Board
Audit Committee, Board Committees,
Extra Ordinary General and Annual
General Meetings of the Company and
keep minutes thereof.

To monitor and manage the Company's
litigation matters and real estate.

REF: SLO

N.B: Locations for Engineering
positions is Pan-Nigeria

METHOD OF APPLICATION

Qualified candidates should e-mail their resume with a scanned passport

sized photograph, stating the above reference as the subject of the e-mail,
within 14 days of this publication to: oilandgasjobs24@gmail.com
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.




¥ TheGuardian

Tuesday, March 12, 2024

126

Media&Marketing

www.guardian.ng

ANNIVERSARY

?TheGuardian

M\

W Guardian Nigeria fGuardianNigeria & osizs370421 (©) Guardiannigeria

Expert charges journalists to scale up digital skills

From Obinna Nwaoku, Port Harcourt

N expert, Paul Chimodo, has urged journal-

ists, especially veterans, to scale up their
digital skills, as this will enable them improve
their career prospects and earning potential.

Chinmodo who noted thatego has prevented
some veteran journalists from upscaling their
digital skills, said many are stuck in old fash-
ion media practice, staving them off from
reaching their full potential and becoming vis-
ible in the present new media era.

The advice was given at a one-day capacity
building workshop on 'Maximising New
Media Platforms' organised by Step-up for
Women In Journalism Initiative (SWIJ), with
support from Wole Soyinka Centre for
Investigative Journalism (WSCIJ) and the
Nigeria Union of Journalists, Rivers State
Chapter, held in Port Harcourt, recently.

"Most journalists do not know how to max-
imise the new media platforms yet. Ego and
pride is not allowing them to learn digital
tools from the young generation. This is the
major reason they are where they are and it's
not helping to build and improve professional
competence in this new media era, " Chimodo
stated.

Chimodo, who highlighted the importance of
digital tools in today's journalism practice,
emphasised the need for training and retrain-
ing to meet up with current demands of the

Participants at the workshop

job.

He posited that most challenges faced by
journalists are self-inflicted as they have failed
to update themselves on current digital tools.
He emphasised the need for journalists to
identify the social media tools that align with
their line of job and build presence on it so as
to gain from opportunities that abound from
such tools.

He also pointed out that social media has
made it easier for journalists to collaborate on

stories with other journalists, photographers,
and videographers. He said collaborations
could help journalists reach a wider audience,
tell more complex stories, and provide a more
comprehensive perspective on events.
Chimodo listed some ways journalists could
utilise digital tools to include: Live streaming,
Facebook/Instagram stories, Twitter threads
and Podcasts.
Earlier in her address, Team Lead for SWIJ,
Ann Godwin, said the training is targeted at

scaling up the digital skills of journalists, espe-
cially female reporters, to enable them grow
their professional competence and match with

& their international counterparts.

She said the era where journalists rely on their
years of practise, experience and unnecessary

W competition for successful practice is gone.

"The workshop is targeted to improve our

skills. We are now in an intelligence generation.

Considering the dynamic nature of the media
industry today, you can agree with me thatalot
is changing. It is no longer the way it used to be
10, 20 years back. There are a lot of new things
happening and you need to scale up.

"We need to step up, to align and to flow and
grow our career because if you are not uping
your ante you will be left out," she said.

Highpoint of the workshop was training on
entrepreneurial skills by Dr. [jeoma Tubosia, a
broadcast journalist and an entrepreneur.

Tubosia, who trained participants on Turban
hat making, emphasised the need for women
journalists to learn skills and have multiple
sources of income in order to meet up with the
economic demands in the country.

On her part, Constance Mega, a broadcast
journalist with Nig Info, Port Harcourt, who
took the participants on Enhancing Speaking
Skills, said constant rehearsals, practicing will
improve their speaking skills.

Akingbulu advocates inclusive review of regulatory code

By Sunday Aikulola

XECUTIVE Director, Centre

for Media and Society
(Cemeso), Akin Akingbulu,
has called on regulatory agen-
cies in the media space to pri-
oritise citizen participation
in legal and regulatory
reforms.

Emphasis on inclusivity
aims to foster better under-
standing, and build mutual
trust among stakeholders in
the media industry.

Akingbulu made the
remarks during a courtesy
visit to the Director General
National Broadcasting
Commission (NBC), Charles
Ebuebu, and follow-up meet-
ing on theamendment of the
NBC Act in Abuja recently.

Advocating comprehensive
legal reforms, Akingbulu
highlighted the need for
enhanced independence,
adequate funding for the
NBC and full implementa-
tion of the Digital Switch
Over (DSO) project to mod-
ernise Nigeria's broadcasting
industry.

He further urged the NBC to
address outdated laws that
hinder modern journalistic
practices.

Responding, Ebuebu
pledged the commission's
commitment to establishing
a more transparent, inclu-
sive, and effective regulatory
framework that serves the
interests of all stakeholders.

He emphasised the move is

necessary to rebuild stake-
holder confidence and out-
lined commitment to con-
ducting thorough review of
the NBC's code and processes,
appeal court judgments that
restrict the commission's
ability to sanction broadcast-
ers and uphold transparency
and fairness in interactions
with stakeholders.

Ebuebu further highlighted
efforts to equip NBC staff
with necessary tools and
update their skills to navigate
the digital age.

The meeting marks a signifi-
cant contribution by Cemeso
under Phase II of the
European Union Support to
Democratic Governance (EU-
SDGN) initiative.

EMCOAN elects new executives,
appoints Jibeh Ologeh as BOT member

E Electronic Media
Content Owners
Association  of  Nigeria

(EMCOAN) has elected new
executives, who are expected
to bring in new leadership for
the content creation organisa-
tion.
The election held on

Thursday March 7,2023

Prior to the election, the out-
going president of the associ-
ation, Mrs Jibe Ologeh,
expressed her appreciation
for the support she and her
team received from members
of the organisation in the past
two years. She stated that
recognition of EMCOAN as a
sectoral body of the
Advertising Regulatory coun-
cil of Nigeria (ARCON) was the
high point of her administra-
tion’s achievements.

Omirin

She also stated that the estab-
lishment of the first electron-
ic media content market in
Nigerian - NEMCEA, which is
in the third season, this year,
also stands the association
out as a force to reckon with
in the motion picture indus-

She urged the association to
accord even greater support
to the incoming executives so

as to take the association to
higher level.

Mr Adeniji Omirin emerged
the unopposed president of
the association. Other execu-
tives elected were: First Vice
President, Chinedu Ugwu;
Second Vice President, Patrick
Doyle; Steve Alayande was
returned as the General
Secretary, Mrs Anita Aggarrey-
Oke and Mr Longe Omolaja
were returned as financial sec-
retary and welfare secretary
respectively.

Immediately after the inau-
guration of the new execu-
tives, who he new President,
Mr Omirin called for the eleva-
tion of Mrs Jibeh Ologeh to
membership of Board of
Trustees of EMCOAN to fill vac-
uum created by the demise of
former members.

Cemeso engages
House Committee on

media law reforms

XECUTIVE Director of the

Centre for Media and
Society (Cemeso), Dr. Akin
Akingbuluy, has called on law-
makers to prioritise legisla-
tive reforms in the media and
information sector, empha-
sizing the need to address
pressing national and global
issues affecting the media
landscape.

Akingbulu made this call in
Abuja during a courtesy visit
and follow-up meeting to the
Chairman, House Committee
on Information National
Orientation in the House of
representatives on issues

relating to media law reform
and the amendment of the
NBCAct.

This visit marked a significant
intervention by Cemeso
under Phase II of the
European Union Support to
Democratic Governance (EU-
SDGN) initiative.

Cemeso Executive Director
stressed importance of
reforms that deepen democ-
racy, enhance media freedom
and promote pluralism of
expression.

Akingbulu highlighted the
fundamental role of citizen
participation in the legisla-
tive process, describing it as
crucial for a functioning
democracy and essential for
creating acceptable laws.

Editors celebrate Sunshine Week to
highlight freedom of information

By Sunday Aikulola

OM March 10 to 16, 2024
news organisations across
the US are celebrating
Sunshine Week to highlight the
Freedom of Information Act’s
important role in protecting
democracy and citizens’ right
to know through public
records and open meetings.
Started in 2005 by the
American Society of News
Editors, the name Sunshine
Weekis a play on a century-old
quote from former Supreme
Court Justice Louis Brandeis,
who said, “Sunlight is said to
be the best of disinfectants.”
That notion still rings true
today, and is a founding prin-
ciple of the work journalists
do every day. The Hagadone
Media Montana Group of
Newspapers, including the
Daily Inter Lake, frequently

turns to public records
requests to help shine a light
on public proceedings. In the
last year alone, this newspa-
per has filed public document
requests regarding Flathead
County, Bigfork School
District, the City of Kalispell,
the Flathead National Forest
and the Department of
Interior.

In some cases, the informa-
tion gleaned from those
requests became the basis for
a story that revealed agency
workings, while other times it
simply helped a reporter con-
firm that what an official said
matched their internal corre-
spondence. In all instances, it
aided this newspaper in
telling a more complete story
about how your government
works.

Provost faults govt’s
plan toregulate
social media

By Sunday Aikulola

OVOST of the Nigerian
Institute of Journalism,
Lagos, Gbenga Adefaye, has
expressed concern over plans
in some quarters to regulate
the social media space.
Fielding questions from jour-
nalists at the institution's 21st
matriculation held in Lagos
recently, he said, "I'm wary of
government seizing public
space in public communica-
tions. The best regulation is to
get professionals take over
the public space. There's also
need for training on fact
checking."

In his address to the matric-
ulating students, he noted the
media and mass communica-
tions business is as dynamic
as they come. With fake news
as an epidemic on social
media hounding the big and
small, thereby threatening
social equilibrium, he insist-
ed mass communicators
must rise to the occasion.

To him, "the moderators of
mass communication educa-
tion are conscious of these
and more. That is why they
keep updating the curricu-
lum and have also disaggre-
gated the courses both at the
university and polytechnic
levels.”

Ghenga Adefaye
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Making a new Nigeria: Welfarist policies and people-centred devt (2)

By Akinwumi Adesina

Continued from yesterday.

Ag a young student who attended high
chool in the village, I witnessed the

high correlation of agricultural perform-

ance with education.

Several of my classmates were children of
farmers. I noticed then that when the agri-
cultural season was good, they stayed in
school and performed well, but when the
season was poor, several dropped out or at-
tended intermittently.

The decision by Chief Awolowo to start
with the transformation of the rural econ-
omy was a very sound policy. The establish-
ment of farm estates, and the expansion of
rural roads, supported by professionally
run marketing boards helped stabilise the
prices of farm produce. It is worth noting
that the prudent fiscal management of the
cocoa revenues powered the economies of
the states that then constituted the Western
Region. These revenues allowed the gov-
ernment to embark on an unprecedented
idea - free education and free basic health
care services. It was common then to hear
the phrase “Agbe lo ba” (farmers are kings),
uttered with great pride.

We must give new life to our rural areas. If
Chief Awolowo could do this in the 1960s,
there is no reason why rural economies to-
day should be immersed in extreme
poverty. Clearly, rural economies have been
abandoned, by politicians, planning and
policies. Today, they have become zones of
economic misery. The pauperisation of ru-
ral economies is what is causing the implo-
sion of many countries across Africa. When
rural economies (the fulcrum of the African
society) falter, nations falter. This leads to
the spread of anarchy, banditry, and terror-
ism. This troika of social disruption takes
advantage of the economic misery to en-
trench themselves.

The transformation of rural economies
must therefore be structural, systemic,
strategic and comprehensive. Doing so,
means agriculture must be turned into a
wealth creating sector.

I aggressively pursued this philosophy
when I served as minister of agriculture
and rural development of Nigeria from 2011
to 2015. Many call this period the “farm
revolution” years, as Nigeria wit-
nessed an impressive transforma-
tion of its agricultural sector.

With farmer-centric policies, we
delivered improved seeds and fer-
tilisers for 15 million farmers. We
delivered millions of cocoa
seedlings across southern Nigeria.
We delivered a cotton transforma-
tion across the north. We provided
millions of oil palm seedlings to
farm estates, including small farm-
ers and large farm estates, across the
East, South and West. We accelerated the
delivery of improved rice seeds across
Nigeria and sparked a rice revolution
that transformed several re-
gions across Nigeria.

Sound public poli-
cies transform
the lives
o f
peo-
ple.
I

Adesina

fondly remember one of my farm trips in the
company of the then Governor of Kebbi State,
H.E. Usman Dakingari. Amazed by the revolu-
tion happening, I recall him saying, “Minister,
thank you, we no longer measure our rice
yields in hectares of land, but in kilometers.”

Rural economies boomed. Local well pack-
aged rice took over the market. The price of
rice at the time was N6,000 per bag, which
helped to stem food price inflation. Unfortu-
nately, today, that same bag of rice, just nine
years later, is N77,000 per bag. That 12-fold
price increase unfortunately puts rice, a basic
staple, beyond the reach of millions of people.

In several parts of Africa today, farm revolu-
tions are happening at scale, with the support
of the African Development Bank. Over the last
seven years, we have invested over $8.5 billion
in agriculture, which has impacted 250 mil-
lion people.

At the core of the Africa-wide strategy to re-
vamp rural economies and turn them into
zones of economic prosperity is the develop-
ment of special agro-industrial processing
zones across the continent.

These zones are being provided with critical
supportive infrastructure, including water,
roads, processing infrastructure and logistics.
The African Development Bank and its part-
ners are providing $1.4 billion for the develop-
ment of 25 of Special Agro-Industrial
Processing Zones in eleven countries.

Right here in Nigeria, we are developing these
zones in 8 states with $518 million. The second
phase of the programme in Nigeria, which
will cover 23 more states, will be financed with
$1 billion. The Bank and partners recently
launched a $3 billion Alliance for Special Agro-
Industrial Processing Zones.

Feeding Africa is serious business.

To ensure that the continent can feed itself
and achieve food sovereignty, we organised
the Feed Africa Summit in January of 2023,
which had 34 African Heads of State and the
President of Ireland in attendance, as well as
global leaders. In what is a remarkable global
development, we were able to secure $72 bil-
lion in financial commitments towards the
delivery of national food compacts.

Second, Nigeria needs health care for all.
Smart governments provide universal basic
health coverage for their citizens. Africa loses
$2.6 trillion annually in pro-
ductivity, due to sicknesses
. . and diseases. Just as
. every nation has a na-
tional defense system
to protect its citizens
B against all forms of

W aggression, the
L § same is true for

* health care sys-
tems. A nation
without a sound
health care system
is a nation that is
defenseless against
the invasion of all
forms of disease or
epidemics.

Covid-19 exposed the weakness of Africa’s

health systems.
While developed economies spent $19 trillion
in fiscal stimulus programmes, approxi-
mately 19 per cent of the world’s GDP, Africa
spent only $89 billion. Africa’s urgent need for
basic vaccines was pushed to the bottom of
global vaccines supply chains. At a time when
Africa was unable to provide one basic shot of
vaccine, developed countries were providing
second, third and more booster shots. It was
alarming watching an unprotected Africa
grapple with this insidious virus. Some even
projected that as many as 3 million Africans
would die from the pandemic.

Africa had just two testing centers, no med-
ical gloves, no face masks, no medications,and
no vaccines. The African Development Bank
immediately put in place a $10 billion facility
to support African countries in their fight
against the pandemic.

What is not acceptable or sustainable is an
Africa thatimports 70-80 per cent of its medi-
cines and produces just 1 per cent of its vac-
cines. The health security of Africa’s 1.4 billion
people cannot be subjugated to global supply
chains or the generosity of others.

That’s why the African Development Bank
also launched a $3 billion programme to re-
vamp Africa’s pharmaceutical industries and
why it established the African Pharmaceutical
Technology Foundation to support access to
proprietary technologies from global phar-
maceutical companies.

The bank also launched another $3 billion
programme to develop quality health infra-
structure across the continent, with special
emphasis on primary health care systems,
which if well fixed can assure basic health care
for hundreds of millions of people.

We will continue to invest heavily in Nigeria
to support its pharmaceutical industry and
develop better health infrastructure.

It is imperative that Nigeria secures the
health of all its population. This will require
ensuring that no citizen travels more than a
few kilometers to find a health care center.The
widespread use of mobile health centers, e-
health facilities, the digitalisation of health
systems, especially in all primary health care
centers, health insurance policies for all, in-
cluding innovative micro-health insurance
pay-as-you-go systems, will capture the bulk of
the population that is in the informal sector.

Third, Nigeria needs education for all. Nige-
ria accounts for 15 per cent of the total popu-
lation of out-of-school children, according to
UNICEF, with over 10.2 million at the primary
school level, and 8.1 million at the Junior Sec-
ondary School. This is not a gold medal Nige-
ria should be proud of.

The problem is both acute and alarming in
Northern Nigeria. Urgent public policies, cou-
pled with community sensitisation and in-
centives for schooling are needed, if this trend
is to be reversed. Public incentives such as free
and compulsory primary and secondary edu-
cation should be put in place, along with mas-
sive investments in training and better
salaries for teachers, building quality and safe

classrooms, and school feeding programmes.

Awell-educated citizenry is critical for tech-
nological growth and development, and for
fostering creativity, innovation, entrepre-
neurship and global competitiveness. We do
not have a choice. A highly educated Nigeria
is notan option. It is an imperative.

With only 1 per cent of the population en-
rolled, Nigeria is currently not educating
enough of its people at the university level.
The poor funding of universities, a lack of ba-
sicinfrastructure, poor incentives for faculty
and staff, and incessant strikes due to wage
disputes, have almost crippled the university
system.

As a result, there is a mass exodus out of
Nigerian universities, with 128,770 Nigerian
students “Japa-ing” (moving) to study in UK
Universities alone, between 2015 and 2022, ac-
cording to the Higher Education Agency of
the United Kingdom.

The mass exodus of students pales when
compared to those of skilled professionals.
From doctors to engineers, architects,
lawyers, IT specialists, bankers, and medical
technicians, Nigeria is witnessing a massive
depletion of its human capital. This human
capital hemorrhage will slow down eco-
nomic growth, performance and overall de-
velopment and competitiveness of the
economy.

While one might argue that a growing dias-
pora is good as they send home some $ bil-
lions which is higher than the oil export
earnings, this clearly is not the way to de-
velop sustainably.

Nations that develop do all they can to keep
their best human capital at home, and addi-
tionally source skills from elsewhere with
flexible immigration and labour policies. We
must make Nigeria a viable place for people
to stay,and not a place to run away from. The
same applies for other countries.

Irefuse to believe that the future of Nigeria’s
and Africa’s youth lie in Europe, North Amer-
ica, Asia or anywhere else.

I firmly believe that their future lies in a rap-
idly developing Nigeria, and Africa, that is
able to generate quality jobs with competi-
tive wages and a decent quality of life for mil-
lions of youths. That is why the African
Development Bank Group and partners have
provided $614 million to Nigeria for the i-
DICE programme to support the develop-
ment of digital and creative enterprises,
which are expected to create 6.3 million jobs
and add an estimated $6.4 billion to the
Nigerian economy.

To support the businesses of young Nigeri-
ans, the African Development Bank Group is
also planning to establish a Youth Entrepre-
neurship Investment Bank in Nigeria which
will provide financial instruments to create
youth-based wealth.

To be continued.

Dr Adesina is the President of the African devel-
opment Bank Group. Being the speech he deliv-
ered as the recipient of the Obafemi Awolowo
Prize for Leadership Award 2023, recently.
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HEARTLAND
ALLIANCE

House 4, Road 11, Off 1%/3” Avenue, Gwarinpa Estate,
Abuja, Nigeria | Tel: +234. (0) 9087338160

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

RFP TITLE: BUILDING OF INFRASTRUCTURE AS A SERVICE (laaS)
RFP No: HALG/ACE/MARCH/2024/160

RFPADVERT DAY: MARCH 12™, 2024.

RFP CLOSING DATE: MARCH 20™, 2024,

Scope of Work
CENTRAL LAMISPLUS DATABASE

1. BACKGROUND

Heartland Alliance LTD/GTE (HALG) ACE Consortium for Cluster 6 is working closely with the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID) to mitigate the impact of HIV/AIDS and achieve
epidemic control and ending AIDS in Nigeria. This is carried out by employing a client-centred
approach that integrates contextual health systems strengthening (HSS) with comprehensive HIV
care, including critical services like gender mainstreaming, mental health, and psychosocial support
(MHPSS) interventions, and COVID-19 prevention integration services. ACE-6 implementation
currently covers three states — Bayelsa, Edo, and Lagos.

The ACE-6 project increases Access and Provision of HIV/AIDS Prevention and Treatment Services
within Primary Health Care Interventions by expanding and extending HIV/TB case finding in
communities and work setting through innovative models, risk stratification, age layered artificial
intelligence to improve testing yield and linkages for Men, Women, paediatrics, and adolescents,
strength and optimize integrated EMR systems to reduce client waiting time, improve quality of care
strategies, including index client testing, facilitate active linkage to treatment, adherence support, rapid
identification and contact of defaulters, and relinking to treatment. Strengthen and optimize
decentralized community ART using innovative DSD models.

As lead of this consortium, Heartland Alliance LTD/GTE's is charged with the sole responsibility of
establishing a robust data management system to support Health Management Information System
(HMIS) to collect different types of health information from service delivery points to be used as
evidence for decision making aimed atimproving health care delivery.

There is need to ensure that accurate and correct data is collected and reported with minimal
tampering and alteration at all retrieval points, hence the need to implement a system where patient
level data (NOT SUMMARIZED/HIGH LEVEL DATA)is continuously pulled from all managed reporting
facilities to a central database with managed public access and where reporting and analysis activities
would be carried out. However, there is no endpoint to host this database and hence the need to setup
an appropriate and well managed infrastructure to house this data. After a painstaking review on the
pros and cons of in-house versus cloud hosting, we have decided to adopt the later so as to free
ourselves from the complexities and shenanigans of network, power and component management.
This configuration would enable us focus more on just deploying and managing hosted custom data
applications that address specific organizational data needs and leave infrastructure management to
the laasS (Infrastructure as a service) provider. This would additionally enable the implementation of
central data quality checks and expedite the process of reporting to the LAMISPLUS central server.
This scope of work details minimum service specifications and work standards.

Virtual Instance

2. Network Speed and Bandwidth — High speed connections for increased performance, minimal
latency, and a consistent performance experience during peak usage.

3. Uptime SLA-Maximum service availability with very minimal service disruption

4.  Scalability and Flexibility — We want to be able to easily and transparently scale resources when
workload increases, multiple operating systems/environments from which to pick from would
enable seamless integration and efficient application management.

5. Security and Compliance — Strict access control standards, secure data centres, surveillance
systems, data encryption standards like AES-256 and encryption at REST. Compliance
certifications

6. Pricing and Cost Efficiency — Transparent pricing models with very easy to understand pricing
structures and no hidden fees or unexpected charges, flexible billing charges (like hourly or
usage-based billing) and a less cumbersome cancellation/exit strategy that makes it difficult
switching to another provider.

7. 24T technical support availability.

8. Virtual Machine must be domiciled in a data-centre (virtual or physical) located within the
country.

9. VIRTUALMACHINE SPECIFICATION:
I.  4vCPU
i. 128GBRAM
ii. 2T storage space
iv. 100Mbps bandwidth

10. REQUIRED COMPETENCIES
Organizations and firms that will be considered for this service must demonstrate requisite
expertise with no less than ten years of experience in cloud services delivery and laaS
management. Portfolios of recent work must be showcased alongside evidence of existing client
base satisfaction with services rendered.
Provide contact person, position, email address, phone number, and dates of service for
reference check.

11. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENT.

Kindly send in your proposal to bids.ace6@heartlandalliancenigeria.org quoting

“HALG/ACE/MARCH/2024/160 - Building of laaS” as the subject title of your submission email

and include the following in your submission.

a. Registration documents.

Include the below documents in your submission:

i. Acopy of CAC Certificate

ii. Acopy of CAC Forms C02 & CO7

iii. Acopy of TIN Certificate

iv. Company Profile — Not more than two(2) pages.

b. Proposal cost: Proposal costmustbe submitted in NGN.

¢. Delivery Timeline: State the duration/completion time within which you are expected to
deliver the project.

12. Please note that.

i.  Following the requirement of the Federal Government of Nigeria, Heartland Alliance Ltd/Gte
will deduct 10% withholding tax (WHT) from the total contractual sum.

ii. Heartland Alliance Ltd/Gte is a Non Governmental Organization (NGO) and is VAT
exempted.

ii. Heartland Alliance Ltd/Gte reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if sentto awrong
email address, without appropriate e-mail subject title, fails to meet the
aforementioned scope of work or submitted after the submission deadline.

iv.  Only successful bidder shall be notified and will be asked to sign an Independent Contractor

Agreement with Heartland Alliance Ltd/Gte
v.  Anyenquiries should be sent to halg_procurement@heartlandalliancenigeria.org
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Companies’ exit will pull over N5tr from
stock market, shareholders warn

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
the substantial currency de-
valuation and its repercus-
sions on retained earnings
for the period.

Nigerian Breweries,whichis
currently the20th mostvalu-
able stock with a N334 billion
market cap, constituting
about 0.6 per cent of the
stock market posted a net
loss of N106 billion, after ab-
sorbing a foreign exchange

(forex)loss of about N153 bil-
lion.

The company’s gross profit
declined from N21333 bil-
lion to N212.61 billion, even
as operating profit slowed
down from N51.76 billion to
N43.96 billion.

Net finance cost, however,
jumped from N34.42 billion
to N189.19 billion, due large-
ly to forex depreciation. This
wiped off the group’s net

URGENT VACANGIES

EXPERIENGED AGRIGULTURAL EXPERTS
FISHERIES/CROP GROWING

We are an indigenous manufacturing group of companies based
in Lagos. Due to expansion and the culture to diversify into
farming, we urgently require the services of experienced, matured
and qualified agriculturists to work in Ibeju-Lekki axis of Lagos.

CROP GROWING

The ideal candidates must be highly skilled, knowledgeable
expert with strong background in agricultural practices, crop
management and sustainable farming techniques.

He/She will provide expert advise and guidance to farmers and
agricultural businesses on crop selection, soil management, pest
control, irrigation and drainage.

PISCICULTURE/FISHERIES TECHNICIAN

The ideal candidates will over see the day to day work activities at
a fishery. Ensuring fishes are well-fed, taking responsibility for
general maintenance around the facility, preparing diets for fish,
sorting and spawning fish, cleaning aquaculture equipment.
He/She must have practical training in catfish inbreeding
techniques, construction and maintenance of articulatory
aquaculture.

Aquaculture engineering and pond layout feed formulation and
aquaculture nutrition brood-stock conditioning as well as high
production of mono-sex tilapia fingerlings, responsible for record
keeping ofinput and output.

QUALIFICATION

B.ScAgriculture-45 years & above with 5 years work experience
Interested and qualified candidate should send their CV to the
email address below:

Emai: eiclvacancy23@gmail.com

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

QOur clients have the following vacancies to be
filled urgently.

REF. 1. SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER

For an agro-process company based in one of
the South East State. Will be primarily
responsible for initiating, organizing and
managing an elaborate out-grower scheme for
commercial farming for agricultural products to
serve as raw materials for the process plant. A
good degree in an Agricultural discipline, with
strong background and experience in
Agronomy, Farming Cooperatives and
Extension Services, will be required.

REE. I1. LUBRICANTS SALES ENGINEER

For a Port Harcourt based Lubricants
company. Adegree in Chemical Engineering or
related technical discipline and at least 2 years
experience in lubricants sales will be preferred.

For a Port Harcourt based Chemical company.
A degree in any discipline with 2 years FMCG
sales experience, preferably in Cleaning
Products & Soaps, will be required.

Applications, clearly referencing the positions
of interest, should be forwarded to

hrlag24@gmail.com

not later than 2 weeks from the
date of this publication.

profit of N13.19 billion in
2022 with a net loss of
N106.31billion in 2023.

Also, Cadbury Nigeria, 53rd
most capitalised stock with
N35.7 billion capitalisation
reported a loss of N27.6 bil-
lion, representing a decline
of 2,228 per cent from N1.30
billion pre-tax profit record-
ed in the previous year.

The company’s operating
profit was wiped out on the
back of realised and unre-
alised foreign exchange loss
of N36.93 billion incurred
during the period.

Guinness Nigeria with N112
billion market capitalisation
posted a full-year loss of
Ni8.2 billion, representing a
216 percent decline when
compared to N15.651 billion
profitachieved in 2022.

Its loss before tax was
N22.138 billion as against
profit before tax of N23.674
billion in 2022. Consequent-
ly, the loss erased N33.6 bil-
lion of the company’s
shareholders’ funds, which
fell from almost N90 billion

to N56.4 billion.
A source close to The
Guardian disclosed that

some of the multinationals
are contemplating closing
their businesses, paying off
shareholders and relocating
to a more favourable envi-
ronment.

He pointed out that the
capital erosion suffered by
the firms is so massive that it
will take several years for
them to bounce back and re-
sume payment of dividends.

Already, the stock market
had lost about N130 billion
from the exit of about four
firms within eight months
in 2023.

Should the five multina-
tionals toe the same path,
the stock market stands a
risk of losing over N5 trillion
from its overall market capi-
talisation.

The Guardianalsolearnt that
most companies, especially
in the manufacturing sector
may be forced toraise capital
from the market through
debt instruments or equity
to shore up their working
capital given the volume of
losses reported.

However, while an equity
option will largely depend
on the interest and liquidity
position of its shareholders,
the debt option would com-
pel companies to raise capi-
talatratesmuch higherthan
the riskfree rate which
would put pressure on the
profitability of these compa-
nies due to the high interest
rate environment.

Head Research, FSL Securi-
ties, Victor Chiazor said com-
panies that require foreign
exchange to operate will
have to immediately intro-
duce a hedging contract on
their dollar borrowing and
obligations to avoid such
losses in the future.
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Uzodimma disowns
commissioner
nominees’ list

From Charles Ogugbuaja, Owerri

OVERNOR Hope

zodimma of Imo State

has urged the public to

ignore a fake seven-man com-

missioner nominees’ list in

circulation, blaming his
detractors for the action.

A statement issued, yester-
day, by the Chief Press
Secretary to the governor,
Oguike Nwachukwu, noted
that the names on the pur-
ported list said to be second
batch, and sent to the Imo
State House of Assembly for
screening and confirmation
this week, are fake.

The statement reads: “The
attention of the Office of the
Chief Press Secretary and
Media Adviser to the
Governor has been drawn toa
fake list of seven names pur-
portedly sent to the House of
Assembly by Uzodimma for
screening and confirmation
as ‘second batch’ this week.
No such list exists to the best
of my knowledge.
“Unfortunately; those behind
this latest fake list, like they
did last week using the New
and Electronic Media desk,
tagging it ‘second batch, put
my name on the poorly writ-
ten press statement they esca-
lated on social media to make
it look authentic before the
unsuspecting reading pub-
lic.”

Imo govt lauds FG
over 3SMTT project

By Innocent Anoruo

MO State Governor, Hope

Uzodimma, has commend-
ed the Federal Government
for the Three Million
Technical Talent (3MTT), an
ambitious plan to empower
youths with digital skills.

The Commissioner for
Digital Economy and E-
Government, Dr Chimezie
Amadi, disclosed this to The
Guardian yesterday.

According to the commis-
sioner, the  governor
expressed delight at the giant
stride towards actualisation
of the country’s digital econ-
omy plan and strategy.

Also, the Federal Ministry of
Communications,
Innovation and Digital
Economy have announced
plans to train Imo youths
through the 3MIT pro-
gramme.

The programme, a critical
part of the Renewed Hope
Agenda of President Bola
Tinubu’s administration, is
aimed at building the coun-
try’s technical talent back-
bone, positioning it as a net
talent exporter.

Amadi elucidated that the
3MTT goals align with the
SkillUpImo project, the
human capacity develop-
ment initiative of Uzodimma
designed to equip 300,000
Imolites with 4IR (Fourth
Industrial Revolution)
skillset, connecting 60 per
cent of them to job opportu-
nities, while empowering 40
per cent to become tech-pre-
neurs.

Minister of State for Environment, Dr. lziag Salako (left); Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology, Mrs.

Esuabana Asanye; Minister of Innovation, Science and Technology, Uche Nnaji, and other dignitaries during the opening of the 8th Technology and

Innovation Expo 2024 in Abuja.
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PDP flays Akpabio's political jibe at Wigwe's funeral

Wike’s GDI lieutenants dump movement, join Fubara

From Obinna Nwaoku and Ann
Godwin (Port Harcourt)

ERivers State Chapter of
the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) has berated the
Senate President, Godswill
Akpabio, who picked on
Fubara for charging politi-
cians to desist from bicker-
ing and meaningless strug-
gles for power that can’t
impact the society.

The party, in a statement
yesterday, threatened to bar
the Senate President from
visiting Rivers State should
he continue on the path of
dishonour by making nega-
tive utterances against the

gOVernor.
The party’s reaction fol-
lowed  comments by

Akpabio in response to a

statement by Fubara during
the burial of the late Herbert
Wigwe, wife, and son at
Isiokpo, in Ikwerre Council of
Rivers State, at the weekend.
Recall that the governor,
during his speech at the
funeral, challenged the polit-
ical class to reflect on the
essence of the struggle for
power when it is not actually
deployed in impacting socie-
ty positively, urging them to
reflect on the essence of life.
However, while speaking,
Akpabio asked the governor
to desist from the struggles if
there’s nothing in it. “If
there’s nothing in the strug-
gle, don’t struggle,” Akpabio
stated.
EANWHILE, there
seems to be a renais-

sance of the political order in
Rivers State as loyalists of the
Minister of the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT) and
former Governor of the state,
Nyesom Wike, are crossing
over to the camp of the
incumbent Governor,
Siminalayi Fubara.

The Guardian had reported a
seeming crack among the
pro Wike lawmakers over an
alleged bulletproof car gift to
the Speaker of the State
House Assembly by Wike, but
was denied by a source from
their camp, insisting that
they are united.

Following the political tussle
between Wike and his succes-
sor, Fubara, over the control
of the state’s political struc-
ture, there had been align-

ments and realignments of
politicians.

The latest is that a group of
12 men, who were Local
Council coordinators of the
Grassroots  Development
Initiative (GDI), a political
pressure group that was
instrumental to the massive
mobilisation at the grass-
roots for Wike ahead of his
2015 governorship election,
have joined the Fubara
camp.

This development came
barely a week after the
Councillor, representing
Rumuepirikom and
Elioparanwo ward 9 at the
Obio-Akpor Legislative
Assembly, AchorNna,
resigned his position to join
Fubara’s camp.

Use Onne port to improve S’East investments, IPOB tells importers, exporters

E Indigenous People of
Biafra (IPOB) has urged
South East importers and
exporters to prioritise the
use of Onne Seaport in Rivers
State.

IPOB said that state-imposed
technical and operational
barriers should not be
allowed to outweigh the eco-
nomic benefits to importers.

The spokesman of IPOB,
Emma Powerful, lamented
that economic and political
strangulation policies by the
Nigerian Government are
affecting investments in the
region.

A statement by Powerful
reads in part: “IPOB, led by

Nnamdi Kanu, calls on
Ndigbo businessmen and
women to start patronizing
Onne Seaports at Igweocha,
Rivers State, for importation
and exportation of their
goods.

“IPOB expresses concern
over the political and eco-
nomic strangulation policies
by the Nigeria State that have
frustrated investment and
development of the region
since1999.

“Among such economic poli-
cies is the shutting down of
functional seaports in South
East territory, which includes
Onne, Warri and Calabar,
leaving the ones in Lagos as

the only functional ports.

“The consequences of such
greedy and selfish policies
have created a population
surge, nightmare and
uncontrollable human and
vehicular traffic in Lagos. The
ugly situation in Lagos and
the ports has forced the
Federal Government to
revive the Onne port.

“Currently, Onne port is par-
tially functional, though
with some operational and
management hitches that
will be solved soon.

“Be that as it may, IPOB calls
on Igbo importers and
exporters to route their
imports and  exports

through the Onne port. We
advise our people to ignore
the state-imposed opera-
tional hitches, but to push
through to break the state-
imposed barriers by patronis-
ing the Onne port.

“Ndigbo are freedom fight-
ers in every aspect, including
business. With time, those
imposed barriers will be
eliminated by our consisten-
¢y in importing and export-
ing through Onne port. No
Igbo importer should think
that they’ll shut down Lagos
ports or make the operations
of Onne port very effective
and efficient, like Lagos
ports.”

APC, Sylva lose bid to stop Bayelsa election tribunal

From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja

E Bayelsa State
Governorship  Election
Petition Tribunal, yesterday,
dismissed a fresh motion
filed by the All Progressives
Congress (APC) and its gover-
norship candidate, Timipre
Sylva, seeking the disqualifi-
cation of members of the
panel from proceeding with
their petition challenging the
election of Governor Douye
Diri.
Chairman of the tribunal,
Justice Adekunle Adeleye, dis-

missed the motion after he
took arguments from Sylva’s
counsel, Tunde Falola, that of
the Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC),
Charles Edosanwan, the gover-
nor’s counsel, Chris Uche, that
of the Deputy Governor,
Chukwuma Machukwu Ume,

and for the peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), Tayo
Oyetibo.

Justice Adekeye, in a brief rul-
ing, held that a letter from the
President of the Court of
Appeal (PCA) on March 5 man-

dated the tribunal to proceed
with hearing of the petition,
irrespective of any application
by the parties.

He, therefore, said the PCA’s
letter had overtaken the
request by the petitioners for
the disbandment of the tribu-
nal.

Sylva’s lawyer, Falola, had
argued that his clients filed
the fresh application against
the tribunal on the ground
that the two petitioners are
convinced beyond reasonable
doubt that they cannot get jus-

tice from members of the
panel.

The two petitioners further
stated that the tribunal had
exhibited strange circum-
stances that made them
believe that they would be
denied fair hearing.

He, therefore, asked the tribu-
nal to, in the interest of justice,
step aside from the petition
and allow other members to
be constituted by the PCA to
determine their petition with-
in the little time remaining for
the expiration of case hearing.

Panelists rally women
against gender bias

ENDER bias and how to

deal with it topped the
agenda when a panel of
accomplished women joined
Nigeria Info 99.3 Lagos FM for
its 2024 Women in
Leadership Conference.

Nigeria Info presenter,
Maryann Okon, anchored the
virtual conference in com-
memoration of the
International Women’s Week.

The Lagos branch
Chairperson of the
International Federation of
Women Lawyers, Chinwe
Efobi, challenged women to
fight against bias, which she
said, arose from cultural and
social norms.

Efobi said: “Most women lack
confidence; they don’t want
to come out to grasp what is
meant for them, because we
are in a man’s world.

“We need to encourage one
another, especially the
younger ones so that they
won't be discouraged.

“A woman came out to run
for the post of chairman in
one of the branches of the
Nigerian Bar Association
(NBA) that has up to 2,000
members, and she got just
four votes.

“Without having self-confi-
dence, women cannot go far.
Nigeria is a patriarchal society
that feels women are sup-
posed to be in the kitchen and
the other room.”

SMEs need
business-friendly

loans, says NICA

NIGERIA’S statutory body
for the control, supervi-
sion and regulation of credit
management profession, the
National Institute of Credit
Administration (NICA), has
said that availability of loans
at low interest rates and flex-
ible repayment terms would
boost profitability of small
and medium enterprises in
the country.

In a statement issued by the
Chief Executive Officer of
NICA, Prof. Chris Onalo, the
institute said a business-
friendly loan would encour-
age intending and existing
business owners to borrow
to start new businesses,
while expanding existing
ones.

According to the institute,
businesses in advanced
countries are well positioned
to compete better, adding
that even in other countries,
businesses expand because
of access to low interest rate
loans, which are usually
lower single digits.

The statement read: “Itis dif-
ficult for businesses to break
even with high interest rate
loans, because the Small and
Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
have other high operating
costs, which will make repay-
ment a challenge to them.

“To be better competitors
and be empowered to
expand their trades, busi-
nesses should have access to
single digit interest rate
loans with flexible repay-
ment options.”
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Kano gov empowers 1,028 women across 44 LGs

OVERNOR Abba Yusuf

as launched an

empowerment programme

for 1,028 women across the

44 local councils of the
state.

According to a statement
issued to journalists by the
Spokesperson  to  the
Governor, Sanusi Tofa, yes-
terday, the initiative aims to
empower women economi-
cally and foster self-reliance,
in the spirit of International
Women’s Day (IWD), cele-
brated globally on March 8.

While launching the pro-
gramme at Government
House, Yusuf emphasised
that the financial support

was specifically designed to
uplift women across Kano
and enable women to stand
on their feet.

“We want our women to
thrive economically and be
self-reliant. By providing
this grant, we encourage
them to invest wisely and
contribute to their families
and communities,” the gov-
ernor said, assuring that the
programme would be regu-
lar monthly.

The governor’s commit-
ment to women’s uplift
underscores the impor-
tance of fostering a society
where every individual can
thrive.

Buhari hails Tinubu, says Nigeria complex to govern

RMER President
Muhammadu Buhari has
said President Bola Tinubu
has done well, despite the
complexity of managing
the country.

Buhari made the commen-
dation when he received the
Comptroller-General  of
Nigeria Customs Service
(NCS) and members of the

management team in
Daura, Katsina State, on
Sunday.

According to Buhari, gov-
erning Nigeria is a tough job
for anyone, adding that
there is not much anybody
can do to help the country.

He asserted that Tinubu
performed well since get-
ting into office, while asking
Nigerians to endure the eco-
nomic hardship in the coun-

try and support the policies
and programmes of the
Federal Government.

Buhari told the Customs
team: “I thank you very
much for coming. I very
much appreciate it. I think
Tinubu has done very well.
Nigeria is so complex. Really,
there isn’t much anybody
cando.”

The country was experienc-
ing economic growth
throughout Buhari’s regime,
even as he left office on May
29, 2023. But, on his inaugu-
ration as President, Tinubu
declared that his administra-
tion would no longer pay
subsidy for petrol. That pro-
nouncement instantly shot
the price of the Premium
Motor Spirit (PMS) from N185
to over N60O.

SON releases 80 CNG standards for road vehicles, others

From Anthony Otaru, Abuja

TANDARDS Organisation

of Nigeria (SON) has
released 80 approved stan-
dards for Compressed Natural
Gas (CNG) for road vehicles
and related appliances to the
Presidential ~ Compressed
Natural Gas Initiative (PCNG)
led by its Programme Director
and Chief Executive, Michael
Oluwogbemi.
The 80 standards encompass
awiderange of technical spec-
ifications and requirements,
including CNG Conversion
kit, Standards for electrical
connections and vehicle safe-

ty, Standards for CNG storage
vessels, Standards for CNG
refuelling Stations and
Guidelines for installation of
specific components to sup-
port the use of CNG.

This development marks the
beginning of the journey
towards safer, more reliable,
cheaper, environmentally-sus-
tainable alternative fuel utili-
sation.

PCNG is a component of
President Bola Tinubu admin-
istration’s palliative and one
of the many steps taken to
ensure Nigerians enjoy his
Renewed Hope Agenda.

Aduku dies at 80 as Sule mourns Sodangi

From Abel Abogonye, Lafia

RMER Chairman of
Arewa Consultative
Forum (ACF), Chief Gabriel
Aduku, has passed on at 80

years of age.
In a related
development, = Governor

Abdullahi Sule of Nasarawa
State has expressed deep
pain over the demise of All
Progressives Congress (APC)
chieftain, Sen Abubakar
Sodangi.

Aduku reportedly died on
Sunday in the United
States of America (US.A.)
while battling an undis-
closed illness.

According to a source close
to the family, the former
Minister of State for Health

under Umaru Yar'Adua’s
regime left Nigeria before
his 80th birthday, which he
celebrated on February 3,
2024, with some members
of the family in America.

A traditional title holder
of Amana Ogohi Atta Igala,
Aduku, regarded as a great
leader that meant well for
his people, had also made
indelible marks on the
national and international
scenes, professionally and
politically; notably, he
designed the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) logo.

He was President of the
Nigeria  Institute  of
Architects (NIA), Architects
Registration Council of
Nigeria (ARCON) as well as
Chairman, Board of Trustees.

Terrorists Kill two Katsina security operatives, injure others

From Saxone Akhaine (Kaduna)

and Danjuma Michael (Katsina)
RRORISTS have killed
two members of the
Katsina State Community
Watch Corps and injured oth-

ers on Sunday afternoon.

The incident happened at
Yasore village, Batsari Local
Council about 1.00pm when
the members of the security
outfit were reportedly carry-
ing out patrol and surveil-
lance activities.

According to reports, the ter-
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Director, Contact and Mobilisation, Kaduna Youth for Good Governance (KYGG), Justina Bulus (left); the

Troops tighten noose on abductors of 287 Kaduna pupils

rorists had laid ambush for
the security men, which they
fell into, and the situation led
to gun duel.

The two victims were simply
identified as Aminu and
Ibrahim.

The Guardian, however,
learnt that some of the ter-
rorists also lost their lives
during the exchange of gun-
fire and others fled the scene
with gunshot injuries.

The two victims have since
been buried according to
Islamic rites.

Late last month, terrorists
had killed a member of the
security  outfit, Sanusi
Hassan, who was command-
ing the Kankara council area.

Hassan and some security
operatives, including police
personnel, had tried to dis-
lodge a group of terrorists
operating around

Chairman, Mohammed Modibbo; Chief Judge (CJ) of Kaduna State, Mohammed Tukur; Assistant Director, ICT,

Blessing Dauda and Vice Chairman, Naimatu Shuaibu during KYGG's visit to the CJ...yesterday.
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Malumfashi when the inci-
dent occurred.

The 1,500-strong security
outfit was inaugurated by
Governor Dikko Radda in
October 2023, to comple-
ment efforts of security agen-
cies in combating criminali-
ty. They were deployed to
council areas with a high
record of security challenges,
including Safana, Kankara,
Faskari, Sabuwa, Faskari,

Batsari and Jibia.
Approached for comment,
yesterday, Police Public

Relations Officer (PPRO), ASP
Abubakar  Aliyu, and
spokesperson for the securi-
outfit, Ibrahim
Abdulkadir, did not immedi-
ately respond to inquiry on
the attack.
EANWHILE, troops are
ow closing in on the
terrorists that abducted the
287 primary and secondary
school students in Kurga,
Chikun Local Council of
Kaduna State.

With the aid of advanced
military technology, the
Minister of  Defence,
Mohammed Abubakar, had
earlier pledged ata Ramadan
lecture, last week, that the
government would deploy
technology to locate bandits
anywhere they were, to end
terrorism in the country.

Ramadan: ACF, Fayemi, Sheba urge prayers for Nigeria, Ododo preaches love, sacrifice

From Saxone Akhaine (Kaduna),
Kehinde Olatuniji (Lagos) and
Ibrahim Obansa (Lokoja)

S Muslims begin the holy
onth of Ramadan, for-
mer Governor of Ekiti State,
Dr Kayode Fayemi, has
extended his best wishes and
greetings to  Nigerian
Muslims, encouraging them
to use the fast as an opportu-
nity for self-reflection, prayer
and to deepen community
Spirit.

The former Chairman of
Nigerian Governors’ Forum
(NGF) noted that this year’s
Ramadan coinciding with
the Christian Lent held pro-
found significance and illus-
trated a shared commitment
to spiritual devotion and self-

discipline by the two faiths.

According to him, Ramadan
is not merely about abstain-
ing from food and drinks
from dawn until sunset, buta
time for spiritual growth,
self-discipline and empathy.
AII;SO, Peoples Democratic

arty (PDP) governorship
hopeful in Ondo State,
Abayomi Sheba, has admon-
ished the adherents of Islam
to imbibe the lifestyle of
Prophet Muhammad, by
remaining steadfast during
the period and committing
the nation into the hands of
God.

Sheba stated, yesterday, that
as devoted followers of Islam,
the 30-day exercise offered
them the opportunity to

intercede for the nation in
the challenges facing it.
Sheba, who represented
Irele/Okitipupa
Constituency of Ondo in the
House of Representatives
between 1999 and 2003, said
Nigerians must not be tired
of approaching God to
restore the nation to its for-
mer glory.
REWA Consultative
orum (ACF) have also
called on Muslims to use the
Ramadan to pray for the
return of security, peace and
economic prosperity to
Nigeria.

The northern elders urged
the Muslim Ummah to
engage in prayers for God to
touch the hearts of Nigerian

leaders to govern with com-
passion under the prevailing
economic hardship, and turn
the minds of terrorists and
bandits in the country, for the
return of peace and tranquili-

Spokesman of the Northern
Socio-cultural group, Prof.
Tukur Muhammed-Baba,
said: “ACFis not unmindful of
the economic and security
challenges bedevilling the
nation and its people, espe-
cially in the Northern states.
However, this is also a time to
look forward to a brighter
future, as the holy month is a
most auspicious one for
remaining upbeat, as noth-
ing is impossible for God to
grant his servants.”

Oronsaye report will save Nigeria over N2tr yearly, says group

From Adamu Abuh, Abuja
NDEPENDENT Media and
Policy Initiative (IMPI) says

implementing  Stephen

Oronsaye’s report on public

sector reforms will reduce

cost of governance by at
least N2 trillion every year.
IMPI applauded the Federal

Government’s decision to

allocate more funds to capi-

tal projects than recurrent
expenditure in the budget
for the first time in the

Fourth Republic.

In a statement by its
Chairman, Niyi Akinsiju, the
group described the deci-
sion to buck a 24-year trend
with the 2024 budget as a
reflection of government’s
sincerity to drive real eco-
nomic growth.

According to the policy
think-tank, there are a lot of
positives to derive from a
N28.7 trillion spending plan
that seeks to correct years of
budget imbalance between
capital and recurrent expen-
ditures.

It noted that even as the
Federal Government is set to
increase minimum wage,
the challenge ahead lies in
ensuring a better budget
implementation in a coun-
try with a record of poor
budget performance.

Expressing optimism that
cost-cutting measures
approved by President Bola
Tinubu would ensure that
more funds are freed for
capital projects, it added:
“We, however, feel sanguine

over the prospect of attain-
ing 100 per cent implemen-
tation of the capital expen-
diture aspect of the 2024
budget premised on freed
revenue from the civil serv-
ice reforms to be channelled
into funding capital proj-
ects for the good of the larg-
er percentage of Nigerians.

“From an analytical point of
view, a budget with higher
capital expenditure than
recurrentis notonlya driver
of economic growth; it also
impacts individual citizen’s
quality and way of life.”

The group concurred with
the 2019 submission of the
Nigerian Institute of Social
and Economic Research
(NISER) that the only way to
bring about a meaningful

influence on the economy is
to monitor and evaluate
funds specially intended for
capital expenditure and cap-
ital projects.

“It would, however, appear
that the disequilibrium
between capital and recur-
rent expenditures has been
eventually corrected. For the
first time in the present
democratic dispensation,
the 2024 budget, which is
the first in the tenure of
Tinubu, has more funds allo-
cated to capital expenditure
than recurrent. The budget
of N28.77 trillion for the
2024 fiscal year has a recur-
rent expenditure of N8.73
trillion with N9.92 trillion
allocated to capital expendi-
ture.”
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CAF Confederation Cup

Rivers United to
know quarterfinals
opponent today

By Christian Okpara

GERIA’S sole surviving

club in CAF inter-club
competitions, Rivers United,
will know their quarterfinals
opponent as the draw for the
last eight of  the
Confederation Cup holds
today in Cairo, Egypt.

Rivers United defeated
Ghana’s Dreams FC 2-1 in Uyo
a fortnight ago to qualify for
the quarterfinals of the com-

petition behind the
Ghanaians in Group A of the
championship.

The teams remaining in the
championship are USM Alger
(Algeria), Zamalek (Egypt),
Dreams FC (Ghana), RS
Berkane (Morocco), Modern
Future (Egypt), Abu Salem
(Libya), Rivers United
(Nigeria) and StadeMalien

(Mali).

According to CAF, the four
group winners will be seeded
for the draw, while the run-
ners up will not be among
the seeds.

“The seeded teams will be
drawn against the unseeded
teams, with the seeded teams
hosting the second leg.
Teams from the same group
could not be drawn against
each other, while teams from
the same association could
be drawn against each other,”
CAF said.

The seeded teams are USM
Alger of Algeria, Zamalek
(Egypt), Dreams FC of Ghana
and RS Berkane (Morocco).

Modern Future of Egypt,
Libya’s Abu Salim, Rivers
United and Mali’s
StadeMalien make up the
unseeded teams.

UEFA Champions League

Arsenal must beat Porto to prove its
status as elite club, says Saliba

LLIAM Saliba has

warned Arsenal they
must overcome Porto in
today's Champions League
last16 clash if they are to
prove they belong among
Europe's elite, reports
90min.com.

The Gunners ended the
weekend top of the Premier
League after Liverpool and
Manchester City played out a
11 draw, but their immense
domestic form has not fol-
lowed them across the conti-
nent as Arsenal face elimina-
tion from the Champions
League.

A 1-0 defeat in the first leg
away from home saw Arsenal
put on one of their ugliest
displays in recent months
and led to some frosty criti-
cism of Porto's tactics from
Mikel Arteta, but Saliba
insists the Gunners have
learned from that defeat and
are ready to rise to the chal-

lenge in front of him.

Asked whether Arsenal need
to win to cement their place
as a European powerhouse,
Saliba confessed: “Yes, of
course.

"We have to win on Tuesday
and we will give everything,
we can't wait to play on
Tuesday. We were focused on
the game (with Brentford)
and now we prepare for
Porto at home and we will be
ready.

"I think we were horrible [to
play against in] the last seven
or eight games and now we
have to keep going like this,
because it is very tough to
beat us at home and we will
give everything."

Porto boss, Sergio Conceicao,
laughed off Arteta's claims
that his tactics were too nega-
tive, warning the Spaniard
that high possession num-
bers are not a requirement of
a good team.

Rivers United
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Falcons to host Banyana Banyana in Paris 2024 cracker April 5

FRICA’S top-ranked
eam, Nigeria, will host
reigning African champi-
ons, South Africa, in the first
leg of their women’s
Olympic football tourna-
ment final qualifying fixture
at the MKO Abiola National
Stadium, Abuja, on April 5.
According to the fixture,
the encounter will kick off
by 4.00 p.m. with Algeria’s
Ghada Mehatas centre refer-
ee.

Mehat'’s compatriots, Asma
Feriel Ouahab and Lamia
Atman, will serve as assis-
tant referee one and fourth
official respectively, while
Mariem Cheddad from
Mauritania will serve as

assistant referee two.
Senegalese Fadouma Dia, a
former FIFA referee, will be
referee assessor, while
Ghana’s Christine Ziga will
serve as match commission-
er.
For the return leg sched-
uled for South Africa (venue
to be decided) on April 9,
CAF has appointed Tunisian
official, Dorsaf Ganouati, as
referee. She will be assisted
by compatriots Houda Afine
(assistant referee one) and
Emna Ajbouni (fourth offi-
cial), with Egypt’s Yara Atef
Abdelfattah as assistant ref-
eree two.
Agar Mezing from
Cameroon will be the refer-

ee assessor, while Cindy
Dludlu from eSwatini will
be commissioner.

The Super Falcons beat
Cameroon’s Indomitable
Lionesses in the penulti-
mate round of the race, with
a single goal over the two
legs scored by Esther
Okoronkwo at the MKO
Abiola National Stadium,
while Banyana Banyana
trounced Tanzania 4-0 over
two legs in Dar es Salaam
and Nelspruit.

The winner over two legs in
early April will joini5 other
senior teams from across
the world for the women'’s
Olympic football tourna-
ment in Paris from]uly 16.

AFN at 80: Okowa urges athletes to do
Nigeria proud at African Games

By Gowon Akpodonor

SIDENT of the Athletics
Federation of Nigeria
(AFN), Tonobok Okowa, yester-
day, urged trackand field stars
to go for gold at the ongoing
13th African Games in Ghana
as the federation celebrates its
80th-year anniversary.
Okowa's message came, just
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Representatives of Treasure Citadel Montessori School, Oke-Afa, Isolo, Laos, dplaying their trophies at the

end of the school’s maiden inter-house.

as the last batch of Nigeria's
contingent to the African
Games departed for Ghana,
yesterday.

The last batch is made up of
home-based athletes, who
have been in camp in Abuja
training for the Games.

Speaking with The Guardian
on phone, Okowa said it
would be befitting if trackand
field stars contribute to Team
Nigeria’s success in Ghana by
winning more gold medals
than their previous outing in
Rabat, Morocco.

He said; "Our last batch of ath-

letes are leaving for Accra
today and we hope to organ-
ise a small party to celebrate
AFN's 80 years celebration
over there to appreciate the
vision and good work of our
fathers, who were the found-
ing fathers of athletics."

The AFN was founded on
March 11, 1944 as Amateur
Athletics  Association  of
Nigeria (AAAN).

According to Sports Village
Square, the AFN anniversary
has always passed unmarked

or uncelebrated, even when
such were milestones.

The athletics body was found-
ed in Lagos at an historic
meeting attended by five
Nigerians and 10 British expa-
triates. The Nigerians were T. E
Achibong, James Harding
Ekperigin, Luke Emejuly, S. O.
Jolaoso and S.M Oduba, while
the expatriates were F. K.
Butler, P.W. Price, A. H Clift, N.S
Clouston, L. ] Lewis and T. B.
Welch. The others were E. A.
Miller, G. Wilson, R. G.
Henderson and Capt. Donald
Henry Holley.

Cameroon suspends
AFCON star, 6l others
over age fraud

E Cameroonian Football
Federation (FECAFOOT)
has suspended 62 players for
age fraud, including the
youngest member of their
squad for January's African
Cup of Nations, reports daily-
mail.co.uk.

The official list was released
by FECAFOOT this weekend,
and includes 17-year-old
Wilfried Nathan Douala, who
was a surprise inclusion in
Rigobert Song's squad for the
tournament in Cote d’Ivoire.

According to FECAFOOT, the
Victoria United skipper lied
about his age, and that, there-
fore, have disqualified the
player from appearing in the
Elite League's play-off games.

Amusan leads 4xI00m
relay team as AFN releases
final African Games' list
By Gowon Akpodonor
RLD 100m hurdles

record holder, Tobi
Amusan, has been included
in Team Nigeria's relay squad
for the ongoing 13th African
Games holding in Ghana.

In the final list of athletes
released by the AFN, yester-
day, Amusan is expected to
compete in four events at the
Games.

Apart from her usual 100m
hurdles, she is listed in the
100m, 200m and 4x100m
relay.

Amusan will be seeking to
become the second Nigerian
woman to successfully
defend an African Games title
in the same event twice after
Vivian Chukwuemeka, who
won the Shot Put title thrice
at Johannesburg '99 in South
Africa, the 2003 COJA Games
in Nigeria and 2007 in
Algeria.

Capello describes

Osimhen as irreplaceable
RMER England manager,
Fabio Capello, thinks Napoli
would have trouble replacing
their  talisman,  Victor
Osimbhen, if they allow him to
join Chelsea this summer.
Osimhen has been heavily
linked with a move to Chelsea,
with it being claimed that the
striker wants to link up with
Mauricio Pochettino’s side.
Speaking to Il Mattino,Capello
fears that Napoli will not be
able toreplace Osimhen if they
sell him to the Blues or another
club at the end of the season.
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Coup contagion

E Chief of Defence Staff, General
Christopher Musa, is appropriately worried
that some faceless people on the social media
are calling for a coup in the country. He said
recently: “Whoever is making that call does not
love Nigeria. We want to make it very clear that
the Armed Forces of Nigeria are here to protect
democracy. We all want democracy and we do
better under democracy.

“We will continue to support democracy and
any of those ones who are calling for anything
other than democracy are evil people and I
think they don’t mean well for Nigeria. They
should be careful because the law will come
after them.”

He went further: “we can see that with democ-
racy a lot of things are happening in Nigeria.
Yes, we are going through trying periods. I
mean in life nothing is one hundred per cent.
Everybody goes through difficulties and come
out better. You will really appreciate what it is to
build a nation. We are going through our trying
period butI can assure Nigerians that it will get
better.”

During President Muhammadu Buhari’s eight-
year rule, there were such coup rumours once
or twice during those periods that he went
abroad on medical pilgrimage. On one of those
occasions, about May 2017, the Nigerian Army
Spokesman, Brigadier Sani Usman, issued a
statement on behalf of the Chief of Army Staff,
Lt. Gen. Tukur Buratai.

He said: “This is to inform the general public
that the Chief of Army Staff has received infor-
mation that some individuals have been
approaching some officers and individuals for
undisclosed political reasons. On the basis of
that he has warned such persons to desist from
these acts.”

In a country where there is hunger, compre-
hensive hunger and where the prices of food,
fuel and drugs are high, roof-top high, it is no
surprise that there are people who think, with-
out proof, that a military government may have
the magic wand for rapid results in the transfor-
mation of our economy. This is happening at a
time that there are some people who are still
disgruntled about the results of the last elec-
tion. So, hunger mixed with politics can be a
devastating concoction.

Our economy is weak right now because of sev-
eral factors which include weak currency, low
electricity and high prices of diesel, raw materi-
als and low patronage of goods and services.
This weakness in the economy leads to low liv-
ing standards and lack of opportunities for
growing numbers of young people.

This has led to increasing anger and protests
and the demand for fabulous salaries and the
scramble to go abroad by our highly qualified
personnel. This japaism is contributing to the
dislocation of families, loss of family values and
disconnectedness within families.

Nigeria has had not less than 10 coups since
January15,1966.we have lost manylives in these
coups which have affected Nigeria’s unity and
stability.

A coup is not a joke. It is a serious matter
planned in absolute secrecy by a small group of
like-minded people and the planning must
exclude people who will not share in the core
values of the core coup planners or people who

do not keep their mouths shut. It is a life-and-
death matter.

If it succeeds, they become kings and kingmak-
ers and folk heroes. If it fails, they are rounded
up and hastily tried and shot as villains. So, it is
not a matter that is often publicly discussed. It is
one that is spoken about in murmurs and low
tones so that words about it do not leak and fil-
ter into the wrong ears, since walls have ears.

The 1999 Constitution forbids it. It says in chap-
ter one section 2: “The Federal Republic of
Nigeria shall not be governed nor shall any per-
son or group of persons take control of the gov-
ernment of Nigeria or any part thereof exceptin
accordance with the provisions of this
Constitution.”

On the occasions that coup plotters have taken
power in Nigeria from elected governments
they always made sure they suspended the con-
stitution immediately and only decided to rule
by decrees, decrees that were often backdated.
Nigerians have gone through this horror of mil-
itary rule, epitomised by authoritanism, illegali-
ties, freezing of people’s freedoms and rights
and absolute arbitrariness.

That is why for many years before 1999,
Nigerians from all walks of life fought fierce bat-
tles for the military to return to the barracks and
leave the stage for elected civilians. They, too,
fought to stay on, closing down newspapers and
magazines, throwing journalists and other
activists into detention and ensuring that some
activists actually disappeared. My colleagues in
Newswatch and I were thrown into jail and our
magazine shut down for publishing a docu-
ment that was to encourage the Ibrahim
Babangida government to start work on the
return to civil rule.

And when Gen. Sani Abacha overthrew Chief
Ernest Shonekan, who was the Interim
Administrator, we interviewed David Mark, one
of the officers who helped Abacha to get to the
throne. Mark told our magazine that Abacha
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was planning to stay in power beyond the peri-
od they agreed on.

Abacha got Dan Agbese, Yakubu Mohammed
and I arrested and tried for mutiny, yes mutiny
for publishing a harmless interview. It is purely
by God’s benevolence that the three of us are
still alive today. In his later days in office, Abacha
was terror personified. Phones were tapped and
speech was monitored and people, lots of peo-
ple, considered to be enemies of the govern-
ment and friends of democracy were eliminat-
ed.

Even his Deputy; Lt Gen. Oladipo Diya, as well as
Major General Abdulkareem Adisa and Major
General Tajudeen Olanrewaju, were accused of
coup plotting. They were tried in a military tri-
bunal and sentenced to death. This was in April
1998. By God’s benevolence they were saved
when Abacha died mysteriously on June 8,1998.

This coup contagion is a potent indi-
cation that democracy has been weak
in these countries and has not deliv-
ered the dividends that the politicians
promised them. But as we had seen in
Nigeria, soldiers are not magicians.
They do not have any magic wand, or
any magic talisman for delivering won-
ders and miracles. There are not many
developmental problems that can melt
away with the use of a swagger stick
or an AK47.
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This coup conversation in Nigeria is coming at
a time that several coups have taken place in
various parts of Africa. In the last few years,
there have been successful coups in Burkina
Faso, Chad, Guinea, Mali, Niger, Sudan and
Gabon. There have also been unsuccessful
coups in Guinea Bissau and Central African
Republic.

This coup contagion is a potent indication that
democracy has been weak in these countries
and has not delivered the dividends that the
politicians promised them. But as we had seen
in Nigeria, soldiers are not magicians. They do
not have any magic wand, or any magic talis-
man for delivering wonders and miracles.
There are not many developmental problems
that can melt away with the use of a swagger
stick or an AK47.

The world’s economy is in a quandry. That is
why hunger is growing around the world. That
is also why there are protests in various coun-
tries, including the developed ones based on
the decrease in earning power, the rise in prices
of essential commodities and the fall in the
standard of living.

Nigeria is not alone in this trauma. Those who
think a coup is the answer have probably not
lived long in Nigeria. If they had they would
have known that we had many years of military
rule and our problems did not disappear.
Instead, the problems got multiplied.

The military boys disfigured the state structure
which General Yakubu Gowon created. They
created local governments in a manner that
caused dislocations and boundary disputes.
They were not the messiahs that some people
thought they were. They gave us a unitary con-
stitution in a federation that needed a federal
constitution.

They piled more functions on the plate of the
Federal Government, instead of giving states
the power to exploit the resources in their terri-
tories as was done fruitfully in the 50s. Today,
states are simply idle. Every month they carry a
bowl to Abuja for the collection of money with
which they use in paying salaries.

I know of no country in the world that this hap-
pens, nota developed country, not a developing
country, not any of the twenty something feder-
ations in the world. That is what the military did
to our country, a policy that has retarded the
progress of the country.

Now we are trying to review the constitution
because all right-thinking persons are con-
vinced that the constitution needs to be
amended if we want to move into the path that
will take us to the First world.

Certainly, President Bola Tinubu’s policies are
hurting millions of Nigerians. That is why there
is tension in the country and protests here and
there. But I believe that the President is hearing
the cry of distressed Nigerians and will do
something to severely ameliorate the situation.

He cannot achieve much overnight because
the economy he inherited had been amputated
in the last one decade. And the economy cannot
be successfully rebuilt within a short time.
While the government appeals to us for
patience there is also need to put in place short
term measures that can reduce the pain we feel,
not the terror of a coup. No, a coup is not the
answer.
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* The Guardianis an independent newspaper, established for the purpose of presenting balanced coverage of events,
and of promoting the best interests of Nigeria. It owes allegiance to no political party, ethnic, community, religious or
other interest groups. Its primary commitment is to the integrity and sovereignty of the Federation of Nigeria, and

* The Guardianwill at all times uphold the need for justice, probity in public life, equal access to the nation's resources
and equal protection under the law of Nigeria for all citizens.

TheGuardianstands for

Conscience, Nurtured by Truth
¢ The Guardian journalist must whole-heartedly subscribe to the 1979 Code of Conduct for Nigerian journalists as

amended in 1998.

* The Guardianhelieves, therefore, that it is the moral duty of every journalist to have respect for the truth and to publish
or prepare for publication only the truth and to the best of his knowledge.

*|tis the duty of The Guardian journalist to resist and refrain from earning other than his just salary or allowances from
his employers: not to demand, and to refuse any reward if offered in cash or kind for publishing news or comments.

* The motto of The Guardianis Conscience Nurtured by Truth.
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